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NASCAR 


Clio К516 vs Focus RS vs Golf 
Clubsport S vs Fiesta ST200 in 
{Ре battle of the mega-hatches 





PEUGEOT 


MOTION E EMOTION 


AVAILABLE IN f CAR PARK FRIENDLY f PANORAMIC 
THREE LENGTHS’ 1 ТОМ HEIGHT Г GLASS ROOF* 


FIND OUT MORE AT PEUGEOT.CO.UK/SHOWROOM/TRAVELLER 





NEW PEUGEOT TRAVELLER 


РЕШ СОТ wee ТОТА. Official Fuel Consumption in mpg (L/100km) апа CO, emissions (g/km) for the New Traveller range are: Urban 53.3 (5.5) - 44.8 


MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a quide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on the road driving conditions. Model shown is for illustration 


ADVENTURE Ш: ВГУ 


(6.5), Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9) - 51.4 (5.5), Combined 55.4 (5.1) - 47.9 (5.9) апа CO, 155- 153g/km. 


purposes only. Figures quoted correct at the time of going to print. *Standard on Allure trim level. “(опа version will be available from early 2017. 
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JAGUAR XE 


THE NEW BENCHMARQUE 














Yes, another car claiming to be the new standard. But let us elaborate... 


Jaguar XE is the Auto Express Best Compact Executive Car 2016. It's won 
Business Car of the Year 2016 at the Business Car Awards. It has sector-redefining 
driving dynamics, category-unique technology and class-leading emissions from 
just 99q/km. Consider that bench, re-marqued. 


jaguar.co.uk/xe 


THE АРТ OF PERFORMANCE 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the XE range іп mpg (l/km): Urban 24.4-64.2 (11.6-4.4); 
Extra Urban 46.3-83.1 (6.1-3.4); Combined 34.9-75.0 (8.1-3.8). CO, Emissions 194-99 g/km. 
Official EU Test Figures. For comparison purposes only. Real world figures may differ. 














ED’S LETTER 


Issue 288 November 2016 


Welcome... 


..to TopGear Speed Week 
2016: an unashamed 
celebration of the fastest 
cars of the year. 

Fast comes in many 





automotive forms, from the 





| exquisitely exclusive £1,800,000 

\ | | Aston Martin Vulcan to the 
somewhat more attainable £22,895 Ford Fiesta 57200... 

At the beginning of September, we gathered our favourite 
performance cars of 2016 at the stunning Red Bull Ring – 

а 2.7-mile sinew of perfect, Fl-grade tarmac set against a 
backdrop of beautiful Austrian countryside. While the focus 
of Soeed Week remained the track, for many the journey to 
the showdown had been a significant adventure in itself... 

Digital had battled analogue over the mountains as the 
Honda NSX and Porsche ЭПК fought to claim the mantle of 
the best drivers car on the Grossglockner Pass. Meanwhile, 
on a deserted stretch of autobahn, Germany had been rudely 
awakened as the Jaguar F-Type SVR strived to break the 200mph 
barrier (and anyone in the vicinitys hearing). And Team Hot 
Hatch had enjoyed world-exclusive access to a new pretender 
to the sectors throne in the shape of the Clio RenaultSport К516. 

Gradually, the various groups came down from the hills 
and descended on the Red Bull Ring. With the 18 cars safely 
arranged in the pitlane, it was time for some TopGear maths. The 
Speed Week grid had a combined value of £3.4m, a combined 
engine capacity of 60,182cc shared across 115 cylinders and 
boasted a total output of 8,330bhp = it's fair to say this years 
competitors offered as broad a performance spectrum as 
we've ever assembled for this event. 

The keys were duly handed over to Chris Harris and the team, 
who spent two days exploring the cars limits in this sublime 
quarter of Austria. Above, Saab Gripens, MiG-29s and F/A-18 
Hornets conducted aerobatic displays as part of Europe's largest 
air show while we struggled to remain focused on the job in hand. 
Some cars shone more brightly than others, but for one to win 
it needed to do more than go fast. Speed Week isnt just about 
lap times, its about how a car makes you feel, that indefinable 
X factor that can't be timed or measured, but elevates the very 
best to a higher performance plane. 

After two incredible days, hundreds of laps, one pair of 
lederhosen, several Eurofighter low-level passes and many tyres, 
the final five were dispatched to the mountains to see which 
would shine the brightest and claim the title of TopGear 
Performance Car of the Year. 

Enjoy the issue, 


As ом 


Charlie Turner £DIT0R-IN-CHIEF 
Г1 @TopGearEditor 
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A better way forward 
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Оло NSX vs 9ТІК O90 Hot hatches in the Alps 124 NASCAR mayhem 


Youve got the Grossglockner Pass. You ve got a purist's Twisty mountain roads are the natural stomping ground Jack tries hard to write about the NASCAR he drives without 
Porsche. Youve got Hondas all-new NXS. Happy days for hot hatches. Stephen takes a quartet over the top mentioning Confederate flags and other cliches. Fails 
086 Double-ton SVR 09/ Chris Harris takes over 134 The final five 

With derestricted autobahns and the fastest Jaguar £3.4m of cars are assembled at the Red Bull Ring. After much arguing, some name-calling and a spot 

F-Type of all, Jack goes for the big 200mph Time to introduce our most sideways team member of light hair-pulling, we've whittled down 18 cars to five 


Test drive TopGear magazine – take out а subscription for £2999 for 12 months, saving you over 45 рег cent, and receive а free pair of KitSound 


Manhattan Bluetooth headphones, worth £34.99. Visit buysubscriptions.com/TGPII116 ог call 0844 848 9757 (quoting reference TGPII16). 
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Drives 
اک‎ 
Driven this month... 
020 Infiniti 060 
024 Honda NSX 
026 Porsche Macan GTS 
029 Vauxhall Mokka X 
ОЗІ Porsche Panamera Turbo 
032 Mercedes-Benz E220d 
032 Mercedes-AMG E43 
034 Fiat 124 Spider vs 

Mazda MX-5 
037 Renault Scenic 
039 Ford Edge vs VW Tiguan 
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Intake 


042 Land Rover Discovery 


The new Disco takes all the good bits of the old 


one and then ramps it up to the next level 


046 Paris show 


We go shopping at Hermés, Chanel, Fauchon and 


Chopard. Then pop in to look at some new cars 


052 Gordon Murray's OX 


The hero designer of the McLaren Fl turns to 


transport solutions for the developing world 


056 Were loving LeMons 


Sometimes Pebble Beach Concours gets a little full of 


itself. We visit its neighbour, the perfect antidote 





Garage 


146 Mini Clubman 


When the only way to get peace and quiet is to offer 


to be the luggage train on a cross-continental trip 


149 Volkswagen Caravelle 
The one thing missing from this is the soft ice-cream 


dispenser. Cue many disappointed admirers on the road... 


109-172 Data 


All you need to know about the best cars on sale today. 


Your car not there? Sell it, and buy one that is, then... 
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ВЕН! МО 
THE SCENES 


Making it 
happen 


Who: Andy Franklin 


Where: Grossglockner 
Well, well.... Mr Universe 
is a lot skinnier than any 
of us remembers 


Who: John Wycherley 
Where: Red Bull Ring 


Bare feet for extra grip, 
shades for added cool. Our 
photographers go the extra mile 


Who: Renault RS16 team 


Where: Timmelsjoch 
"Don't mind us, you just have 
your picnic while we do all the 
hard work. Thanks, guys" 


Who: Barnes, Norris, Rowles 
Where: pit garage, RBR 
Shorts and black T-shirt day in 
full swing at the Red Bull Ring. 
Modelling careers (do not) await 


Who: Rowan Horncastle 
Where: boot of the 911К 
Forget the naughty step. When our 
staff misbehave, they're sent to sit 
in the boot of a moving car 


Who: Tom Ford 


Where: RBR hotel, Flatschach 


After a hard day on the track, 
Tom spends some time relaxing 
in his own unique way 
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MSR7NC High-Resolution 
Noise-Cancelling Headphones _ 

Raising your listening experience to a higher level, 
ЯМС is perfect for the о ава 
adding active noise-cancelling technology to 


provide a quieter, distraction-free environment ' 
for you to hear every detail of the music. 2 
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Access 


EXTRA WAYS TO GET YOUR FIX OF TOPGEAR 


SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE 


PLUS RECEIVE A SET OF KITSOUND 
MANHATTAN HEADPHONES 
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Classic ТОТУ: ТОТУ: 
Watch your favourite Download episodes of TopGear to 
episodes again and again own and keep with the new digital 
(and again) on Dave service from BBC Worldwide 





Interactive editions: Latest news and reviews: 
Gone paperless? Think Steve Jobs The website used to be held 
was a genius? Then you'll want together by sticky tape and 

Britain’s best mag this way... hope. Now it’s new and shiny 
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£34.99 





Every new car reviewed: More magazine goodness: 
Comprehensive road tests for every The best supercar stories and the 
new саг on sale in the UK, available best photos gathered together. 
G REAT R EASO NS at all magazine retailers Available at selected retailers 


TO SUBSCRIBE 


Pay only £29.99 every 13 issues (12 months) TOPGEAR.COM 
— saving over 45% VIDEO CHOICE: 
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Receive а set of KitSound Manhattan Bluetooth 






headphones, worth £34.99 


Britain's best-selling саг magazine delivered direct 


to your door 


Motoring entertainment, latest releases, cool car 
culture and exciting news in every issue 


For full details, go to page /? 
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AVIENGER 


HURRICANI- 


The superlative-charged chronograph. 50 mm case in Breitlight®. Exclusive Manufacture 
Breitling Caliber B12 with 24-hour military-style display. Officially chronometer-certified. 
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Renault Scenic 
p3/ 


Twin test: sporty SUVs 
p39 








WE SAY: 
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Still, it's an interesting car that m 
curious to drive. Although it's based on 
the (not terribly dynamic) Q50 saloon, it 
has extensive changes to the suspension 
and the unique-to-Infiniti drive-by-wire 
steering. It also has a brand-new engine. 
Plus you can't argue it doesn't look pretty 
intriguing. Especially in the eye-popping 
red colour. Infiniti installed a new paint 
booth at its factory to do just this one 
colour. It has several clear coats on 
top and really does look like it's still 
wet. Let's hope the driving is more 
interesting than watching paint dry. 

The engine is very, very loosely based 
on the successful 3.7-litre VQ V6 that 
powers many other Infinitis, and Nissans 
in the US and the 370Z. But this new VR 





Adaptive steering is an 


drops to three litres and gets twin turbos. 
No, it's not related to the GT-R V6. Each 
turbo snuggles up close to the cylinder 
head, and the charge cooler has an 
unusually short water path. Direct 
injection and electronic control of 

the cam phasers completes the spec. 

It reads like a low-lag engine. 

It isn't, not quite. The throttle feels 
tardy even as you're above 4,000rpm. Rut 
the engine does rev well and sounds fairly 
fruity (if not as brassy as the old VQ). It's 
the industry-standard story of the arrival 
of turbos: more power and torque, less of 
the emotional fizz. 

There are seven speeds in the autobox, 
and unusually gears two and three are 
pretty short. Accustomed as I am to the 


Audi S5 
Audi's 4WD 
turbo GT isa 
solid banker, 


though also 
a bit dull 
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leggy ratios forced on us by the Germans, 

I kept paddling down to second when it 
wasn't at all necessary on open Californian 
roads. I suspect for cramped Britain, this 
ratio set will be very handy. Pity the box 
occasionally came over hesitant and slurry 
under full-torque shifts. 

The adaptive steering is an option, 
but a headline one. There is no mechanical 
connection between the steering wheel 
and the electrically powered rack. Instead, 
a set of processors calculate a programmed 
amount of front-wheel turning angle for the 
inputs you make. All very Gran Turismo 7. 
OK, there is a steering column, but it’s 
normally decoupled and acts as an 
emergency backup only. 

What’s the point? First, it can be 
high-geared and light to save arm-twirling 
around city junctions, but then goes 
lower-geared, with more self-centring, for 
motorway stability. This works well. Also, 
it filters out interference, so the wheel 
stays steady and the car goes straight 
even if you're going down a lumpy road. 
This too works well. It’s very relaxing, and 
shows up how much general commotion 
there is coming through your hands in a 
4-Series on a poor road. Next, Infiniti says 
the system can examine whether the tyres 
are generating slip angle, and feed that 
back to your hands as a facsimile of feel. 


LIFEONTHEINSIDE ^ 


Nice action. 


Lusciously Seven-speed 
padded Doubles up auto is all you can 
but supportive some, but only have, both on 


2.0 and the V6. 
Makes strange 
choices so we 

used the paddles 


with it. Electric 
bolsters take 
care of all 
torso breadths 


some, of the 
touchscreen 
input functions. 
Frustrating 











This is a complete failure. You want a 
conversation and you’ve got the tyres 
on speed dial, but no one’s picking up. 
There are about 300 configurable 
combinations (I didn’t make that number 
up... Рт quoting it, but I have better things 
to do than count to verify) for steering 
weight, steering ratio gradient, adaptive 
dampers, engine and transmission 
programming. But guess what? None 
of them actually makes it any sportier. 
Finally, the system is hyped as a step 
to autonomous driving. Another success. 
Activate the lane keeping and radar 
cruise, and the Q60 guides you with 
vastly more subtlety than the jerky paths 
sketched out by a Tesla on Autopilot or 
Mercedes-Benz on Drive Pilot. 
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Pearly-white 


An illogical 
division of but woven like 
labour between carbon fibre, 
the two. The it’s actually fibre- 
pair have optic glass. Other 


materials are 
available 


non-matched 
graphics too 


So the Q60 is a very easy car to drive 
briskly. It has heaps of traction, and that 
steering system is well-calibrated for 
response, weight and stability. But if you 
want to go nibbling at the edges of 
performance or adhesion, you're in the 
wrong car. But to stress, this DBW 
steering is an option, which does have 
some advantages. 

Anyway, where’s the vivid, talkative 
steering in an Audi? Nowhere, that’s where. 
The Germans tend to spoil their cars by 
making them rougher in the name of 
Schportiness und Fun-to-dreiff. Infiniti might 
talk the sporty game, but in the substance 
of the car it doesn’t make that mistake. 
Looking at the way most people drive, this 
car is surely set up for the majority. 

The Q60 is a GT. Whether thanks to 
fundamental insulation or the non- 
switchable noise cancellation system, 
tyre and wind noise are impressively 
hushed. The seats and driving position 
always mould to your shape, rather 
than demanding you adapt to theirs. 

The only issue that the ride never 
shrugs off is a very irritating high- 
frequency turbulence. 

They’ve poured a whole lot of love 
into the cabin. The leather’s soft, and 
licks its way all over the dash and doors, 
beautifully stitched. The decor strips can 
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Button switches modes for chassis, 'box and 
engine. Menus allow mix ’п’ match 





No need for a costly up-spec from sofa 
castors: Infiniti fits 19s as standard 








Lower screen has various apps including 
this performance display. Very GT-R 


be wood or carbon, but the car I drove had 
something that looked like albino carbon. 
It’s actually woven from fibre-optic glass 
fibres. Two touchscreens fill the centre 
stack. The lower one has lovely graphics, 
the other looks much grittier, and that's 
the one that carries the map where 
resolution is more important. Also, the 
division of tasks between the two isn't 
very intuitive, nor is it obvious when 
you should use the screens and when 
the rotary controller by the cupholders. 
But I guess you'd get accustomed to that. 
Infinitis have a reputation as being 
Florida orthodontists' cars: lazy and 
characterless. This one has a character, 
but it's not the sporty blitz that Infiniti 
would have you believe. ! 


OPEGIFICATION 


à 2997cc twin-turbo V6, /spd auto, 
AWD, 400bhp, 350lb ft 


e 31.0mpg, n/a g/km CO2 
CY 0—62mph in 5.0secs, І55трһ 


e 1874kg 


VERDICT: An effective 
and well-finished brisk 
luxury GT rather than 
a sports сат. 
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Drives 


Acceleration 


Е ІШІН 

















0-100 Пои 7.3 
$ 
30-70 2.5 Нопаа 
0-100-0 


0 | 11.9 


73 accel + 4.1 brake 4 reaction time (О.5) 


G-meter 


Peak 
accel g 


Peak 
decel g 


© 


Braking 
СЕЗ 


4 Лѕесѕ (85.2m) 2.6secs (31.3m) 





Quarter-mile 


(standing start) 


seconds @ 125.6mph 
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Top speed 


“м, 
19 


mph 








Power/torque 


476lb ft  2000-6000rpm 
225% 
/ "d E 402 
268 


@ Torque (lb ft) 


134 


Weight 


Weight distribution © 


L 4487mm x H 1204mm х W 1939mm 








Kerbweight Power-to-weight 
ratio 
Economy/range 


| 366 ед) 


www.seiko-prospex.com 
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Fish or 
fowl? 


Porsche Macan GTS 
22 255168 





WE SAY: STUTTGART 
MANAGES TO SPLIT ITS 
OWN SPORTY SUV RANGE 





s a single exhibit to sum 
up where we’re at, car- 
А | wise, in 2016, you could 
| do worse than the 
steering wheel from our 
test Macan GTS, a plump number clad 
lavishly (and optionally) in Alcantara. 
Not the first Alcantara-clad steering 
wheel to feature on an SUV, true, and 
undoubtedly not the last. But that’s 
rather the point: we now live in a world 
where it’s not considered weird to skin 
the steering apparatus of your family 
4x4 in a material once the preserve of 
high-end motorsport. 

In fairness, the Macan GTS befits its 
Alcantara wheel, insomuch as any SUV 
can. It may not be the fastest crossover 
out there - hell, it’s not even the fastest 
Macan, giving away 40bhp to the Turbo 
— but it’s perhaps the sportiest of the 
bunch. It is, effectively, a Macan $ with 
a mite more power and mite more bite, 
that car’s 3.0-litre V6 turbo engine 
gaining a couple of exhaust and engine 
tweaks to raise output to 360bhp. 

Porsche has suffered (justified) 
flak for turbocharging the Cayman and 
Boxster, but its torque-on-tap character 
fits the Macan rather well. On sweeping 
A-roads, the GTS punts along at an 
unseemly lick, disguising its substantial 
bulk to spooky effect. It manages that 
Porsche trick of feeling more mechanical, 
more engineery, than its rivals: the 7spd 
PDK is irrefutable, and there’s even a hint 
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The GTS - for when 
the Macan S just 
isn't sporty enough 
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of feel through that grandly upholstered 
steering wheel. Grip, too, is commodious. 
If you manage to unstick the GTS on the 
public road, congratulations: you're well 
on the way to a significant crash. 

Issues? We averaged 22mpg, which is 
few mpgs. And there's no denying that, 
for Porsche's smallest SUV, the Macan 
doesn't feel all that small on the road. Put 
it this way: if you regularly drive country 
lanes, you might want to pop a few quid 
in the ‘replacement wing mirrors’ pot. 

But given sufficient breadth of tarmac, 
the GTS nails its curiously contradictory 
brief with gusto. OK, for most Brits 
the Macan Diesel S - with its 430-odd 
foot-pounds of torque and promise of 
40mpg motoring - should be all the fast 
Porsche SUV ever reasonably required, 
but there's something oddly appealing 
about the GTS's defiantly sporting bent, 
Alcantara and all. SAM PHILIP 


SPECIFICATION 


2977cc V6, twin-turbo, 4WD, 
>” 360bhp, 369lbft 


31.4mpg, 212g/km CO, 
Cy 0—62mph in 5.2secs, 159mph 


ө 1895kg 


For better 
or worse, the most 
sporty of sports utility | 
vehicles. Thirsty, vulgar, 
unquestionably impressive. 








Can't wait for the road. 
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Automatic mechanical movement 
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Top ring with black aluminium inlay 
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| а Mokka X 
Е 222.050 


he Mokka was а prompt arrival 
at the small-crossover party, 
T and over the years acquired 
| more and more rivals. But its 
business kept growing and it ended last year 
top of the class in the UK sales league. 

Now we have the Mokka X, its mid-life 
facelift. As it was doing such good business, 
Vauxhall has an excuse to keep the changes 
small. Besides, consistent direction helps 
build brand image. In becoming the X, it’s 
been given alterations that make it look, 
inside and out, more like an Astra. Again, 
cross-car consistency helps solidify a brand. 

So we have new headlights (all LED in 
upper trims) bolted into new wings, a wider 
grille, and fresh front and rear bumpers. It 
makes the Mokka look wider and more 
stable. A new dash encases touchscreens, 7in 
or 8in depending. OnStar is standard on all 
models: high-speed in-car wifi, remote 
breakdown rescue and theft tracking. 

The base model has Apple CarPlay/ 
Android Auto to mirror your phone’s 
navigation and music. The top-level 











New engine 
nothing special. 
But wifi is a bonus 


жа 





опе has that too, but also its own пау, ona 
hi-def screen with smooth graphics. 

The existing engines live on, notably a 1.6 
diesel and a 1.4 turbo petrol. Added at the top 
is an all-new 1.4 petrol, making 152bhp 
against the existing one’s 140. It comes with 
4WD and an auto ’Бох. The 4WD manual and 
the FWD manual and auto all keep the old 
140 engine. The new drivetrain makes only 
a tiny improvement in economy and none at 
all on acceleration. And it’s not significantly 
more refined. Why did they bother? 

The Mokka’s chassis was always lumpy, 
and remains so. Cornering is dull if free of 
mendacity, and although the ride copes well 
with rough tracks and urban obstacles, it 
never settles down on an actual road. 

Still, the cabin is roomy enough for family 
use (though the boot is tight) and the kids 
will be loving the wifi too much to care about 
the ride. 


SPECIFICATION 


(2) 1364cc turbo, 4AWD, 140bhp, 148lb ft 


Q 43.5mpg, 152g/km CO, 
e 0—62mph in 9.3secs, llómph 


© 1445kg 


VERDICT: Fairly cheap, 
family-friendly and quite 
terrain-capable. But a damp 
squib for the driver. 








Mazda 6 2.2 SkyActiv-D 


More tweaks for the Mazdaé, including 
a new steering wheel, a quieter diesel 
engine and the first application of 
G-Vectoring Control. This last one 

is Mazda's novel way of torque- 
vectoring to aid handling. 


Yes. As D-segment cars go, the latest 
Mazdaó remains striking to look at, 
nice to drive and well-equipped; 

we wonder why more people aren't 
buying into them. 





Tesla Model S 60D 


Meet the entry-level Tesla. Bored 
waiting for the Model 3? Us too. In the 
meantime, the Model S (now with a 
slimmer fake-grille moustache) gets 

a 60kWh battery. It does 0-62 іп 5.4 
seconds, and costs £53,400. 


Yup. Ignore YouTube drag races: this is 
the smartest Model S. It’s still effortlessly 
rapid, and range is a realistic 253 miles. 
But besides the performance, the fact 
you can now put a Tesla on the drive for 
£395 a month ought to terrify Audi et al. 





Jaguar XE AWD 


Jaguar is offering AWD on its XE and XF 
saloons. Clearly it fancies a slice of the 
quattro and xDrive pie. 


We'd argue not. The £1.8k option 
price is good value tech-wise, buying 
you a rear-biased AWD system similar 
to an F-Type’s. But neither saloon 

has ever been anything less than 
adept and well balanced, and 

mpg falls 10 per cent. Decent 

winter tyres will serve you better 
when the snow storms come. 


ТОРСЕАВ. СОМ > NOVEMBER 2016 029 








CARBON FIBER CREATES LESS 75%. ORE STRENGTH, 
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Equal parts dangerous and inspiring, the link between volcanoes and magnetism is the core of the d 
Engineer Il Volcano. Constructed of a patented, never-before-used carbon and mumetal composite, 


the lightweight and scratchproof case provides enhanced anti-magnetic protection to 80,000 A/m. >23 | 
Its design emulates cooled and hot lava and features legendary micro gas lights. For millennia, “%- 
volcanoes shaped our world. Now, а new опе has risen to help us explore it. flags E 
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зіне shock resistance 
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Porsche Panamera Turbo 
E3 £113,075 
Sa 


A facelifted Panamera? 
Nope, it's an all-new model. Every 
single part has changed, whatever 
the similar (though perter) looks 
suggest. This Turbo is the fastest 
for now. Its new 4.0-litre V8 engine 
houses two turbos inside its vee, 
like a Mercedes AMG GT, while 
four of the cylinders deactivate at 
а cruise. Peak outputs are 542bhp 
and 568lb ft, enough on paper for 
а 3.6-second 0-62mph time and 
190mph top speed. 


What about on tarmac? 
Feels even quicker, if we're honest. 
Engage Launch Control and it 
propels itself at the horizon in 

an utterly rude manner, while an 
empty, three-lane autobahn nicely 
exhibited the Panamera's effort- 
free lunge to (and slightly past) its 
claimed vmax. Given it weighs two 
tonnes, its an improbably quick саг. 
Yet standard four-wheel drive and 


improvement and relish 
the fact it now looks good _ 
rm Er " 





a smooth, eight-speed PDK gearbox 
(the latter new to Panameras with 
the MkII) ensure it's all very fuss-free. 


Is it fun enough? 

Upon first impression, it's not as 
involving as its famous badge 
might promise. But this is not meant 
to be a four-door 911 К. And with 
the standard air suspension in its 
most hunkered-down mode and 
the (£1,478 optional) four-wheel- 




































































steering system doing its thing, 
the speed you can take into, 
and then carry through, corners 
is simply mind-boggling. The 
novelty of maintaining so much 
speed in something so large 
cant fail to make you grin. But 
it really is large; heavier and 
wider than before, it'll feel 
enormous on British B-roads. 


Any good as a saloon? 
Like the last Panamera, it's actually 


driver lower down in its priorities than 


other Porsches, the new Panamera 
a five-door hatch, though there are simultaneously takes the brand's 


only two seats in the back. Space luxury credentials to new heights. 


isnt abundant for rear passengers, STEPHEN 
but they do get screens and displays 


to play with. Tech as a whole is — 


SPECIFICATION 


3996cc V8 twin-turbo, AWD, 
542bhp, 568lbft 


30.4mpg, 212g/km CO; 


several levels above its predecessor, 
with options including night vision 
(to make you feel like youre in a 
Police Camera Action! chase) 

and the beginnings of self-driving 


0—62mph т 3.6secs, 190mph 


systems via a satnav-orchestrated 


active cruise control system. 2070kg 


But £113k. Really? 
Yep, and that's before those fancy 
extras. Adding another £20k will 
be a dodale. But while it pegs the 


VERDICT: Better 
looking than before, 
and more impressive 
to drive. Porsche does 
posh, and it's good. 





Vauxhall Zafira Tourer have built-in wifi now, and that's 


Р" 

E £27820 news. But overall, not enough of a 
facelift given most of the rivals it does 
The Zafira has few rivals because have are fundamentally newer. PH 


the world is shifting to seven-seat 
BE, 


SPECIFICATION 


1956cc turbodiesel, FWD, 
| 1706һр, 2956 ft 


crossovers. Still, for carrying people, 
there's a lot to be said for a people- 
carrier... just not this one. The diesel 
engine is too raucous, the chassis 


Ө 54.3mpg, 1279/«m co, 


underdamped, the rear seats short 


of amenities: cubbies, lights, vents, © 0—62mph in 9.1secs, 129mph 
USBs, cupholders. And the third row 


e 1728kg 
is awfully cramped. The Zafira does 
Topcear.com > NOVEMBER 2016 081 
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Mercedes-AMG E43 Estate 
(3 £58k approx. 


Didn't take long for Mercedes to 


package the formidable new E-Class 
off to Affalterbach for a bit of light 
modifizieren. The E43 has a twin- 
turbo 3.0-litre V6 and AWD with a 
31/69 front/rear torque split. Altered 
air suspension, a quicker-shifting 
version of the standard car’s nine- 
speed auto, plus a few other choice 
modifications, round out the changes. 

The package is an attractive 
one — still comfy despite the stiffer 
suspension, still fast despite the 
relatively measly 396bhp and near- 
two-tonne kerbweight, still massive, 
still luxe. But it’s not quite there. Not 
the junior E63 (which is coming soon) 
we were hoping for. 

The noise, however manufactured, 
is pretty exciting and the interior is as 
good as you'll find in any Mercedes, 
but the steering isn't massively 
involving (whatever mode you stick 
it in, and for some reason we kept 
slamming into the deceptively low 
rev-limiter. Best option up an E350d 
and enjoy the waft instead, because 
that's what the E-Class does best. TH 


——— n 


SPECIFICATION 


2995cc, V6 bi-turbo, AWD, 
396bhp, 384lb ft 


0-62трһ in 4.7secs, l55mph 


©) 32.5тра, 197g/km СО; 


1930kg 
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Mercedes-Benz E220d Estate 
Е £37935 


„шыг. 


he old Mercedes-Benz 
E-Class Estate’s bigness 
was almost unrivalled, 
which is sort of the point 
of these kind of cars. 
Capacity was 1,855 litres with the rear 
seats folded flat, which put it squarely in 
commercial vehicle territory. The new one 
loses 35 litres of space, but gains a CLS- 
style sloping roofline that may not make 
it classically pretty, but does give it a bit 
more style than the old generation. 

And because there's 1,100mm between 
the arches, it'll swallow a standard-size 
Euro pallet. We didn't know parents had 
started loading their kids’ paraphernalia 
onto pallets and forklifting them into the 
back of cars, but Mercedes assures us they 
have, and that this is a gap in the market 
it’s selflessly filled. How very kind of them. 

So that last bit’s a lie, but the facts are 
thus: the new E-Class Estate is among the 
biggest cars іп its class. The Audi А6 Avant 
and BMW 5-Series Touring hardly struggle 
when it comes to the rigours of family life, 
but the E-Class promises more still. There’s 
a maximum payload of 745kg and ап 











optional rearward-facing third-row bench 
seat, which can accommodate kids na older 
than six, and no taller than 2ft 9in. And 
that's before you get to all the little hooks, 
cubbies, securing rings and the like that 

are scattered about the cabin. It’s a paragon 
of utility. And opulence - just look at the 
dashboard. One of this year’s best, with 
proper S-Class levels of excellence, quality 
materials and clever tech abounding. 

Just like the saloon on which, 
predictably, the estate is based - sharing its 
engines, drivetrain, technologies (semi 
autonomous Drive Pilot and all) апа, fore 
of the B-pillar, its styling. Volume in the UK 
will be driven by the E220d, which has the 
new 2.0-litre 4cyl diesel engine into which 


Mercedes has ploughed something like 
€2.6bn worth of R&D. Brits also get the 
E350d, which has а 3.0-litre V6 diesel 
carried over largely unchanged from the 
old E-Class (a new straight-six is due), 
and the AMG E43, with its 400-odd bhp 
bi-turbo V6 petrol (see left). Two four- 
cylinder peirols and the non-AMG'd V6 
- the E200, E250 and E400 - are reserved 
for elsewhere in the world, like the US, 
Canada and other European countries. 
The one we desperately want to 
recommend is the E350d, which delivers 
254bhp, 457b ft, 51 4тре and a 155mph 
buffer it arrives at and clatters into with 
bewilderingly little fuss. Admittedly it's 
not the engine BMWs straight-six is- 
it's not as refined, swift or nice-sounding 
- but it does the job really rather well. 
What's stopping us from recommending 
it outright is the E220d, which is as refined 


a 2.0-litre diesel as ever we've driven. 
Unusually for a 4cyl, it doesn't cheapen the 
whole experience, chiefly because it gets it 
down the road as quickly as you need it to 
(7.7secs to 62mph), and the (little) noise 

it makes fades evermore distantly into the 
background the faster you go. NVH is right 
up Шеге, We'd still urge you to buy the 
E350d for its 6cyl loveliness, but for those 
af you hamstrung by a company car scheme 
that insists upon few CO,s and many mpg, 
don't feel like you've missed out. 

[t's a properly comfy, quiet car, the 
E-Class, with superb seats and a ride that, 
for the most part, smooths out all but the 
most lumpen pockmarks. The E350d gets 
air suspension as standard and we reckon 
it’s well worth the £1,495 it would cost to 
specify it on an E220d, even if it thumps a 
bit over the sharper stuff. This kind of thing 
is more important than outright handling. 
As much as Mercedes waffles on about how 
brilliant the new E is to drive, the fact 
remains that - and this goes for the saloon 
too = it simply isn’t as much fun on а twisty 
backroac as a 5-Series BMW. Stick it in 
Sport or Sport Plus (because all diesel 


estates should have at least two sport 
modes, obviously...) and everything gets 
a bit more purposeful. It’s certainly agile 
enough, but this is a big car and its 
dimensions aren’t easily disguised. It’s not 
bad, it’s just more suited to a stately waft. 
The E220d SE is precisely £2,000 more 
than the saloon, at £37,935. E350d prices 
haven’t been announced yet, but with the 
saloon beginning at £44,930, we’d wager 
on close to £47,000. Not cheap, but for 
something this practical that isn’t an SUV 
— worth it. 


SPECIFICATION 


1950cc 4cyl turbodiesel, RWD, 
191lbhp, 295lb ft 


67.Зтрч, 120g/km CO, 
Cy 0—62mphin 7./secs, Mómph 


е 1780kg 


VERDICT: Brilliantly well- 

engineered, with an S-Class 
style interior that'll swallow 
most anything. Not the best 
to drive, but who cares? 
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erena beating Venus. A 
Toro Rosso overtaking a 
Red Bull. Pippa Middleton 
on the steps of 
ES Westminster Abbey. It's 
awkward when the upstart young sibling 
sticks one over on the establishment. So, 
by rights, the Fiat 124 Spider shouldn't be a 
better sports car than the evergreen Mazda 
MX-5. But you know what? It just might be. 

The new “Fiata” is, as you're probably 
well aware, a convoluted Japanese import. 
Originally destined to be badged as an 
Alfa Romeo, built in Hiroshima, using 
turbocharged 1.4-litre engines shipped 
out from Turin to replace the Mazda's 








1.5- and 2.0-litre four-cylinders. It's 
dressed in retro yet dowdier bodywork, 
stretched in length and width, resulting 
in a heavier, less shrink-wrapped car than 
the diminutive MX-5. Doesn't sound like 
the most auspicious start in life. 

The turbocharger is crucial to the 
Spider. It gives the Fiat an entirely 
different character to the Mazda, which 
thrives on revs, blips and momentum 
to keep the wind rustling off the header 
rail and ruffling your hair like an overly 
friendly Jimmy Kimmel. You can lope in 
the Spider - you'd never lope in the Mazda. 
Іса labour and vibrate and shudder like 
it was having an allergic reaction to such 
low revs, but stick the 124 in fifth or sixth 
through a village and it'll chunter along 
in peace and haul out the other side 
meaningfully. So effectively, it's a bit 
easier to drive. A nice trick for a roadster. 

Obviously, it's got more torque - 29 ft 
more, deployable with half the revs the 
Mazda requires. And as a result, the beefed 
up gearbox doesn't shift with the magnetic 
precision of the MX-5's world-class action, 
requiring more force and rewarding with 


034 NOVEMBER 2016 > topcear.com 











less tactility. You wouldn’t call it 
agricultural - it’s not as if Brunel would 
Башк at the effort required - but what Im 
getting at is it's just as well the Fiat doesn't 
ask for such frenetic gearchanging and 
fastidiously rev-matched downshifts, 
because it's more of a chore to execute. 

Revving with more inertia robs the 
124 of its chance to outpunch the MX-5. 
It doesn't feel faster, though triggers 
the traction control if you rush the 
shift from second to third. 

For this money, there are hot hatches 
that'll punt you faster - here we thrive on 
interaction, and the Japanese engine has a 
zippiness, a vim and eagerness to please 
that's endlessly entertaining. Drop the 
124’s roof, and you're immediately aware 
how much its top acts like a boom box, 
reverberating the motor's blare around 
the cabin. Once the noise is in the 
slipstream, it's woefully quiet. Last 
time I was in an open-top vehicle this 
quiet, it was driving down a fairway. 

Account for its easy-going thrust, 
marginally bigger boot and wilfully less 
cute physique (the Americans love how 
this thing looks, part Ford Thunderbird, 
part Dodge Viper), and you're already 
reckoning on the Spider being the cruiser 
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of the pair. It’s a tempting assumption, 
but not an accurate one. 

In the MX-5, you turn into a fast bend 
and wait for the car’s rear end to settle, 
as it shimmies and floats on soft, 
unashamedly road-biased suspension. 
It feels very old school. And that’s OK, 
because this is a nippy, 1,000kg roadster 
that’s supposed to channel Lotus Elan and 
MGB vibes. But ІСТІ give you the willies 
when the body movements get out of sync 
with what the tyres are dealing with, and 
it can make the Mazda feel scrappy, and 
untrustworthy. It’s not averse to having 
а “moment”, if you catch its drift. 

Fiat has put daylight between itself 
and the MX-5 by firming up the Spider’s 
posterior. OK, it still rolls like a much 
heavier car, but in fairness it copes with 











shoddy British roads - and I mean proper 
shockers of cratered back roads and 
tightrope-narrow lanes — with aplomb, 
while remaining tied down. You can lean on 
it harder, and feel the car pressing itself into 
the road surface, knuckling down. It runs 
an open diff where the Mazda has a locker, 
but when you're marshalling less power 
than a desk fan the effects aren’t a problem. 

That’s a preference to the Mazda I 
hadn’t expected. And what’s more, with all 
that extra torque on hand, if you want to 
just excite the car with the throttle, you 
get a less snatchy, wallowy response than 
the Mazda. So, more grip when you want 
it (pretty much all of the time), and easier 
hooliganism too (now and again for a 
treat, perhaps). 

The MX-5 casts a long shadow over the 
124. Its meagre thirst is worth pointing 
out - 37.2mpg here compared to 32s for 
the Fiat, which did 28mpg when rinsed. 
It's also cheaper, sounds sweeter and has 
more play value, more to get on top of. 

But I really appreciate what Fiat has done 
differently to create the 124. I wish the 
fizzier Mazda could match its stability. 
More than that, I wish the Italian had the 
chic styling it deserves. Sibling rivalry 
always brings out the best in us. í 
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Two identical interiors. Except | 
the Fiat gets a chunkier, 


nicer steering wheel 





Fiat 124 Spider Lusso Plus 
E £23,295 


1398cc, 4cyl turbo, 
138bhp, 177lb ft 


©) 24.1mpg, 1489/km co, 
ГУ, 0—62mph їп 7.5secs, 134трһ 


о 1075kg 


VERDICT: Easier to drive 
quickly or slowly. Probably the 
smarter My First Roadster. 


Mazda МХ-о 2.0 SE-L Nav 
Ө 21090 


1998сс Acyl, 
158bhp, 148lb ft 


40.9mpg, 161g/km CO, 


0-62трһ іп 7.3secs, 133трһ 


о 1000kg 


VERDICT: Lollopy body control 
can make it more of a handful. 
More fun to operate, to revel in. 
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Mass 
transport 


Renault Scenic 
TCe 130 


Е) £19995 approx 





WE SAY: TWO DECADES AFTER 
THE ORIGINAL, RENAULT 
REDEFINES THE FRUMPY MPV 





eduction’ is a word used 
often by the new Scenic’s 
design team. And sure, 
seduction - especially the 
successful sort - is the 
first step on the road to MPV ownership, 
though that’s not really the point they’re 
trying to make. What they’re actually 
talking about is the styling, which, 
seductive or not, you must admit is 
pretty striking for a people carrier. 

Much of that is down to the wheels: 
whopping 20-inchers, the same size as 
on a Bentley Mulsanne. They're standard 
on even the most basic version, which 
is quite a talking point, but also a 
distraction from the Scenic’s number 
one job of looking after the family. 

It’s 20 years since the first Scenic, and 
despite the proliferation of crossovers 
and SUVs, it remains stubbornly an MPV. 
This is the five-seat version (there’s also 
a new seven-seat Grand), and, as before, 
the rear seats slide back and forth and 
fold totally flat - although now they do so 
at the touch of an electric button, either a 
physical one in the boot, or a virtual one 
on the new portrait-style touchscreen. 

The floor has been raised and the roof 
lowered, though the cabin accounts for 80 
per cent of the car’s entire volume. There 
are storage wells in the floor, the sliding 
central armrest will hold a man-size 
handbag, and the slide-out glovebox is the 
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20s round off the good- 
looking package, but the 
Scenic is practical too 


N —ÁÀ ОТО” [3] 





Drives 





size of a shopping basket. There are fold- 
down picnic tables for the kids, complete 
with a bungee string that twangs 
satisfyingly against the front seats. Good 
luck with that on long journeys, parents. 

Amazingly the wheels don’t trash the 
ride, and except for some wind noise 
around the mirrors it’s a fairly polished 
thing to drive. Go for the ТСе 130 petrol 
or dCi 110 diesel with twin-clutch 'box, 
but don't go overboard on options - the 
second most basic trim, Dynamique Nav, 
has all you really need and costs around 
£21.5k. If you splurge on anything, make 
it this Honey Yellow paint. 

What else? It could do with bigger 
door bins and more nooks for storage 
(the C4 Picasso is a little better in that 
respect), but it has the biggest boot in its 
class, and the best looks by far. DAN READ 


ШЕШ) 


1198cc 4cyl turbo, 
FWD, 128bhp, 151lb ft 


48.0тра, 129g/km CO, 


0—62mph in 1.45есѕ, ПӨгарҺ 


e 
ө 1430kg 


MPV sales 
have dipped in the age 
of crossovers, but the 
Scenic has every chance 
of reversing that trend. 








MASERATI GHIBLI. STARTING FROM £489,860 Mí 


The Maserati Ghibli is powered by a range of advanced 3.0 Litre V6 engines with 8-speed * 
ZF automatic transmission including, a V6 turbodiesel engine. M A S Е ВАТ і 


www.maserati.co.uk 


: 


Official fuel consumption figures for Maserati Ghibli MY17 range in mpg П/100Кт): Urban 20.5 (13.8) - 36.7 [7.7], Extra Urban $9.8 (7.1) - 57.6 
(4.9), Combined 29.4 [9.6) - 47.9 (5.9). CO. emissions 223 - 158 g/km. Fuel consumption and CO, figures are based on standard EU tests for 
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown is a Maserati Ghibli Diesel MY17 at £52,/25 On The Road including 
optional mica paint at £660 and 20 inch machine polished Urano alloy wheels at £2,205. 


WORDS: STEPHEN DOBIE / PHOTOS: ROWAN HORNCASTLE 


What 
makes this 
SUV sporty? 


Like hot 
hatches on 
stilts, then? 


What 
engines 
can | have? 


What about 
the utility 
stuff? 





1968cc Acylturbodiesel, 
>" AWD,l48bhp, 25llb ft 


©) 49.6mpg, 149g/km CO, 


(Б) 0-62 in 9.3secs, 124mph 


о 1660kg 





The all-new, second-gen VW Tiguan has a much broader range than 
the Edge. What you see here is its most assertive R-Line trim, which 
matches the Ford with lower, sharper suspension, unsubtle styling 
mods and 20in wheels. AWD is optional here. 


With the VW groups laser-honed МОВ chassis beneath, this Tiguan 
handles like it’s half the size of the Edge. Which it almost is. The 
spin-off is a ride quality that’s firm, though not fatally so. 


There's a mildly dizzying mix of petrol and diesel engines with manual, 
DSG, front and AWD permutations. The skinniest 148bhp 2.0 TDI is more 
than strong enough, given the Tiguans size. It does considerably more 
with its power than the Edge manages with its stronger output. 


Doesn't quite offer as much room for people and things, but it'll still tow 
2.5 tonnes, and it scores well on tech, with R-Lines boasting the natty 
Virtual Cockpit we admire so much in Audis, among other goodies. 


VW Tiguan 
Ө £33,635 


VERDICT: sharp to look at and drive, 
and feel-good throughout. 


1997cc Acylturbodiesel, AWD, 
1786һр, 2955 ft 








The Edge Sport is Ford's large SUV in its topmost trim level, posh 
Vignale excluded, and brings with it sports suspension, a body kit 
and fat 20in alloys. Edges get four-wheel drive as standard, as well 
as torque-vectoring tech, apparently to aid handling prowess. 


Not here. Ford used to imbue even its most sensible models with ride and 
handling verve, but the Edge proves nothing is sacred. Comfort is of far 
higher priority; the 'Sport' badge on the boot is mere garnish. 


Just two 2.0-litre diesels. And you need the more powerful one. The basic 
178bhp tune feels absurdly slow, particularly when you wish to overtake 
or merge safely from a slip road, and the six-speed manual’s ratios don't 
help one bit. Spend £2,250 more and you get another 29bhp and an auto. 


Plentiful room inside, but it's a large thing to park and thread through 
traffic. Its American roots are plain to see, not least when it bongs at 
you. Noise-cancelling tech ensures life is pretty serene otherwise. 


Ford Edge 
Ө £34,500 


VERDICT: low on SUV pecking order. 
Good value and familiar badge will sell it. 


о 47.9 трч, 152g/km CO, 


Cy 0-62 т 99secs, l24mph 


(3 1913kg 
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Bell (&) Ross 


TIME INSTRUMENTS 


RENAULT 
SPORT Bell(&) Ross 
BR-X1 RS16 CHRONOGRAPH - Bell & Ross UK: +44(0) 2076 291 558 - Boutique: a 


Units 48 - 49 Burlington Arcade - WIJ 00у - London - e-Boutique: www.bellross.com Official Watch Partner 


Intake 


Metal Faces Retro Entertainment. Culture. 


mms 
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“At the rear, the new Disco gets 
horizontal rear LEDs, signalling 
the end of the split tailgate” 





Clearance 





ad types should 


Weight 


JLR is a world leader 
іп aluminium, and the 
Disco’s previously 
porky weight has 
been slashed by 
480kg to 2,100kg. 
The body is 85 per 
cent aluminium, 

43 per cent of which 
is recycled. The 
entire body side is 

а single pressing 


New Disco owners 
can access the car 
using a wearable key, 
which unlocks the car 
when it's held up to 
the D on the rear 
badge. The key can 
withstand 30m of 
water depth, and 
temperatures ranging 
from -50°C to +125°С. 
Good luck with that 


Above: plenty of room for 
iPads and other electronic 
nannying devices 
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cruel form of mental torture; LR is pioneering 
Intelligent Seat Fold tech in the new car, via the main 
touchscreen, switches in the luggage area near the 
C-pillar, or - get this - by using a smartphone app. 
Sensors detect items that might be in the way, so you 
won't crush your kids. 

With row three folded, there's 1,137 litres of 
stowage space, enough to accommodate a washing 
machine. Stash row two as well, and the Discovery is 
big enough, as previously noted, to hold the annual 
West Midlands Cat Swinging Festival. The previous 
Discovery was probably the ultimate family all- 
rounder, but the new one makes its interior look as 
commodious as a Caterham Seven’s. There's a total of 
172 litres of storage space spread between doorbins, 
glovebox and underfloor areas, with room in the 
centre console for four iPads or a pair of two-litre 
water bottles. The climate-control panel even folds 
down to reveal a secret storage space, and up to four 
12V sockets and nine USB charging points can be 
specified. There's also in-car 4G wifi that can support 
up to eight devices: that's an end to some modern 
family arguments right there. 

Up front, driver and passenger get JLR's InControl 
Touch Pro multimedia set-up that includes a 10in 
touchscreen, dual view (does anyone ever actually use 
that?), satnav with a new “commute mode", and the 
full suite of connectivity. Hell, the new Disco 
probably has its own Instagram account. 
It's not as pretty inside as the Volvo 

XC90, but it feels more robust. 
It will also go places most 

cars simply can't. Forget the USBs, 

this is an LR USP. Ground clearance 

is 283mm, and breakover and 
departure angles are bewildering. 





The wading depth is 900mm. LR's Terrain Response 
2 tech ensures that any numpty can tackle heart- 
stopping off-road manoeuvres, by monitoring 
throttle mapping, steering input and traction. 
All-Terrain Progress Control can set a crawl speed 
of up to 19mph, nudging us closer to autonomous 
off-roading, and the electric power steering can read 
different surfaces and vary feel accordingly. 

The new Disco should be a decent steer on-road, 
too. The body is 85 per cent aluminium, which both 
lops a thumping 480kg off the base car's weight (it's 
now 2,100kg unladen), and improves the Discovery's 
sustainability credentials. There's cleverness 
wherever you look: the entire bodyside is a single 
pressing which improves rigidity while being less 
complex, there's another single-piece pressing for 
the floor, the dash structure is magnesium, and 
lightweight steel is used on the front and rear 
subframes. The air suspension features a double- 
wishbone layout at the front, and an integral 
multi-link rear for optimum roll stiffness without 
losing suppleness, with the added impact resistance 
an SUV demands. 

JLR's Ingenium engines land in the new 
Discovery, with the 239bhp 2.0 twin-turbo four- 
cylinder leading the charge. It shovels out 36910 ft, 
and can deliver a claimed 43.5mpg and 171g/km of 
CO,. There's also a 256bhp six-cylinder turbodiesel, 
and a 338bhp supercharged petrol. They're all 
harnessed to ZF's excellent eight-speed auto. 

Prices start at £43,495 for the Discovery S, and 
the 600-unit limited First Edition - which features 
a map etched into the aluminium on the doors and 
dash - costs £68,295. Gulp. The sweet spot is probably 
somewhere in between. Naturally, we plan to test it 
to destruction ahead of its on-sale date next spring. 


ASYMMETRICAL 
PROFILE 


SILICA TREAD 


RIM PROTECTOR 


Our range of car, 4x4 and ultra high performance 
tyres deliver the power and precise 
control to perform in any arena. T 


e up at www.coopertire.co.uk 


See our winning lin 
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Paris motor show: 
the knowledge 


PARISIAN INFORMATION IN CONDENSED FORMAT 












Curved OLED dash 
features the latest 
| connectivity options 





THE WOWS 












appearance on a new Clio It looks a bit like a moving gill, 
He Ш C) Ы) " anytime soon, but as design apparently. Outside, it looks 
senior VP Laurens van den like a living Hot Wheels, all 
ето ( Acker says: “This concept sensual curves and low, wide 
prepares the way for trends stance. The canopy glides up 
we are likely to see in our and forward — meaning you 
upcoming vehicles”. So have to step over the side into 
elements of the Trezor a cockpit filled with the usual 
might have a future. connectivity-obsessed concept 
So what is it exactly? A memes. A happy fantasy. With 
rear-drive, carbon-heavy its own rose-tinted specs. 


two-seat GT with the motor 





nicked from the Formula E 
In the spirit of all good concept Renault e.dams, giving 350bhp 


cars, Renault’s new Trezor hits and 280lb ft and a 0-62трһ “Breathing” bodywork, 


name like a US rapper? 


all the bullseyes: daft name, time of under four seconds. 
Welcome, Trezor ... 
impossibly low-slung and slinky Two battery packs are housed 
bodywork, embarrassing mode separately — meaning excellent 
of ingress, next-gen drivetrain. weight distribution and a low 
But it’s not the flight of fancy c of g - and there's a cooling 
that it might first appear. system on the ‘bonnet’ that 
OK, we're not likely to see features honeycomb air intakes 
red glass making any kind of that flicker depending on load. 
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| though there’s more room 
to hear that bi-turbo V8 7 






MERGEDES 


VISION VAN 


PARCEL DELIVERY JUST 
GOT INTERESTING 





Before Amazon’s 
drones take over the 
world, Mercedes is 
giving the van one 
last shot at delivery 
dominance. This опе 
is electric, steered by 






THE WOWS 


Mercedes- 


AMG GIC 


Possibly the worst-kept 
secret ever, the AMG 

GT C Roadster made its 
first official, in-the-metal 


appearance at Paris as decent 
competition for the F-Type R/ 
R8 5руаег/911 et al. Actually 
there were two cars on show, 

a standard GT Roadster with a 
measly 469bhp and the slightly 
more monstrous GT C. 

And it's the GT C that's 
really going to ruffle some 
quality toupees, featuring as it 
does not just a folding canvas 
drop-top, but a whole suite of 
suitably fast bits from the 
'Ring-slaying AMG GT R 
Coupe. That means 549bhp 
from the 4.0-litre dry-sumped 
twin-turbo V8, enough for a 
very respectable 0—62mph time 
of just 3.7 seconds and double- 
ton-scraping 196mph. That's a 


be ш іы 
ате roof up 


joystick, has ап 
automated cargo 
space, sorts its own 
logistics and carries 
two drones on the 
roof. Hopefully they 
are combat ready. 


Roadster 


not-inconsiderable 46bhp more 
than a GT S Coupe, by the way. 
It's also got the GT R's wider 
track, rear-wheel steer and 
active aero flaps, which should 
help keep it all pointing in the 
right direction when the wind 
blast rips your forehead off. 
Inevitably, the reinforcement 
necessary to mitigate chopping 
the roof off and replacing it 
with a three-layer folding 
convertible has meant upping 
the weight to 1,735kg, with the 
GT C weighing in at a fairly 
hefty 90kg more than the GT 5 
Coupe, but hey, you cant lower 
the roof оп a Coupe іп Пѕесѕ (at 
speeds up to around 30mph) 
ard let the М noise soothe 
you. The good news is that the 
АМС performance exhaust is 
standard fit. And it's loud. 
Prices haven't been 
announced for the UK, but 
expect over a hundred grand 
for the standard Roadster 
= sgeing as the GT Coupe 
Із at £97k — and north of 
ET2Ok for the С. 
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| 
| THE WEIRD 


CITROEN 
XPERIENCE 

Damn you, Citroen. You 
show us a sleek, muscular 
hatchback with a clean 
cabin and hybrid power... 
then say it’s just a styling 
exercise. Not a new C4. 





BENTLEY 
BENTAYGA DIESEL 


Imagine this tri-turbo Audi 
V8 wearing the flying ‘B’ 
crest and plumbed into a 
Bentley's uber-4x4. Yikes. 
Claimed 621-mile range, 
0—62mph іп 4.6 seconds. 





LEXUS KINETIC 
SEAT CONCEPT 
Arachnophobes, look 
away now. Lexus has 
made a car seat inspired 
by spider silk, designed to 
support your body more 
effectively. Not catch flies. 





MITSUBISHI GT 
PHEV CONCEPT 

It looks good, in a bluff, 
come-at-me-Evoque sort 
of way. And it needs to, 
because Mitsubishi is 
branding its design study 
a "Ground Tourer”. Sigh. 
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Peugeot 


2008 


Few people cared about the 
Peugeot 5008 when it was a 
van-like seven-seat MPV (there, 
have you placed it now?), but 
the smart money Peugeot's 
spent on reimagining it as a 
geometric crossover with a truly 
sensational cabin suggests the 
second coming will be worth 

a look. It’s a rival for the Skoda 
Kodiaq, with seven seats and 

a cabin that’s Iron Man to the 
Skodas Iron Giant, but Pugs 
wrapped it up in a stand-out 
body. Unless you're paranoid 
about off-road smarts (which 
are palpably absent from the 
repertoire here), Pug could ve 
nailed it second time round. 





AND NOW FOR SOMETHING REAL WORLD 


Fonda 
Civic 


Yes, it’s still got a spoiler across 
the back window, but that’s 
pretty much the only detail 
translated from the old Civic 
hatch onto this new one, which 
doesn't go on sale over here 
until spring next year. That's 
when we get the new 129bhp 
1.0-litre turbo petrol – diesels 
don't come until next autumn. 
While you're waiting, digest 
the fact this Civic is a massive 
250mm longer than a Golf, and 
gets a huge list of tech as 
standard, like lane-keep assist, 
traffic-sign reading, blind- 
spot assist, reversing camera 
and adaptive cruise. There's 


a Type-R sooner this time. 
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Hyunaal 
30 


The new Hyundai 130 will very 
probably be an excellent car. 
It's available with all manner 
of anti-crash and auto-cruise 
gadgets, its got a useful 
395-litre boot, and there are 
flaps in the front grille that 
close at speed to cut drag. 
Itll have a big warranty and a 
tiny 1.0-litre thirst. But flipping 
heck, is it dreary to look at, 
inside and out. Korea has 
spent two decades chasing 
the Europeans, and while 
succeeding, totally forgot to 
style this one. Here's hoping 
the 262bhp "i30 N” hot-hatch 
version coming soon ups the 
aesthetic ante. 


The worthy 





Kia 
RIO 


The new Rio looks similar to 
the old one, but boxier. And 
angrier. All told, the square- 
jawed, angry-faced little tyke 
is kinda handsome. The cabin’s 
nicely executed too, if a little 
heavy on the Audi and BMW 
tributes. Still, if you’re going to 
copy anyone, may as well be 
the class-leaders, right? Same 
goes for the handling, we hope 
— Kia says its new suspension 
set-up and choice of 1.0-litre or 
1.4 turbo motors will finally give 
its ‘mini some driving smarts. 
There's lots of big-car tech 

on offer too, like pedestrian- 
spotting auto braking and 


lane-departure warning. 














{4 They thought Damon would drive a cautious race, 


... but he fought. 


He fought from second оп the grid, he passed Jacques УШепеи` 
he took the lead, he stayed there, and Damon Hill exits 

the chicane and wins the Japanese Grand Prix. 
Апа Гуе got То stop, because 


I’ve got a lump in my throat. 99 
Murray Walker | 


M on Damon Hill becoming 
World Champion, 1996 
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of F1 in Damon Hill's astonishing autobiography 
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1987 FORD CAPRI 280 
BROOKLANDS 
Engine: 2792сс V6, 
160bhp @ 5,700rpm, 
162lb ft (o 4,300rpm 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in /.Osecs, 130mph 
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: T | say it again - - back in the mia sities 
it took Ford less than two years to sella - 





million Mustangs. It wasn’t especially 


advanced, but it was good-looking, fast, cheap and 
` practical enough to capture middle America’s 
а 6 а С imagination. Ford quite rightly deduced that such 


a car would do well in across the pond too, so just a 
few months after the Mustang’s April 1964 launch it 
О r 6 greenlit Project Colt - kick-starting the development 
of a proper two-door coupe tailored to the most 
peculiar tastes of us Europeans. 


TRACING THE GLORIOUS LINE 
BETWEEN CAPRI AND MUSTANG 


The finished article emerged in 1969, five years and 
£20m-odd later. Capri was its name, and it was “The car 
you always promised yourself,” or so the ads claimed. 





On purpose it was (and remained until production of 
WORDS: TOM HARRISON / the MkIII ceased in the late Eighties) the closest thing 
PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK FAGELSON to a Mustang that was readily and officially available in 
the UK. Powertrain and trim options were many and 
varied, just like its Yankee cousin. And prices were low. 
The МКІ began at £890 іп 1969, with the 52bhp 4cyl 
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rad ун today’s money, that’s around £13k. The Capri was 


c ned f from e Escort (0-62mphi in 123. TY Really) 


“even sold in the US and Canada (and Australia and New 


Zealand) for a few years through Lincoln/Mercury 
dealers. In all, Ford sold something like 1.9 million. 
Ford didn’t offer a proper rear-drive, two-door 
blue-collar coupe in Europe for decades post-Capri 
(no, the GT doesn’t count). The Probe and Cougar 
that succeeded it were front-wheel-drive and, if we’re 
honest, a bit tragic, and the (admittedly brilliant) 
Puma was just a Fiesta in a fancy frock. But with the 
announcement of the 2015 Mustang came the news 
that, for the first time ever, Ford would sell a right- 
hand-drive pony car in the UK - one specifically 
tailored for the UK’s uniquely terrible roads. The 
news was met, predictably, with much fanfare, and 
the selling of many thousands of cars. Mostly V8s. 
For the first time since the demise of the Capri 
Brits can walk into a Ford dealer wallet in hand, and 
drive out in a meaty, rear-drive coupe. And the Capri is 
indeed meaty. This one’s a 280 Brooklands, the last of 





2015 FORD MUSTANG GT 
Engine: 4951cc, VO, 
4lObhp (9 6500rpm, 
391lb ft @ 4250rpm 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in 4.8secs, 155mph 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, RWD 

Economy: 20.9mpg, 
299g/km CO, 

Weight: 1720kg 

L x W: 4784mm x1916mm 








New kid chases its ITE - 
grandad — defintely a ШЕ 
chip off the old block ` 





FANCY ONE IN 
YOUR GARAGE? 


1,038 built to tie up just shy of two decades’ worth of 
Capri production. With only 160bhp from 2.8 litres, 
it’s not the quickest thing by modern standards. But 
the delivery is lusty, lazy, and the sound sonorous and 
reassuring. There’s an inherent Eighties-ness to it 
that’s hard to look past, however. The brakes don’t 
really work, the gearlever’s throw feels like a full foot 
and a half, and the interior — while improved by the 
well-set Recaros of the 280 - isn’t all that. To drive it 
feels... old-fashioned, in the best possible way. Slow, 
heavy-set steering discourages quick corner entry, but 
the whole experience is a satisfyingly compelling one. 

Today’s Mustang is a sharper thing. By no means 
a dynamic tour de force, but for an ostensible muscle 
car, really quite good. Neutral, with decent steering 
and enough provocation from the 5.0-litre V8 to hurtle 
it along at whatever speed takes your fancy. It’s good, 
and most importantly, relatively affordable. 

But above all it’s a survivor. The Capri may have 
lasted for 18 years, but the Mustang, well that’s still 
going strong after 52. Iconic barely covers it. 
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.'* Not from the same people 
= who brought you the Billy „ — E 
ме? pun and meatballs "E کے ہے‎ — > д. 
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NEW METAL 


The OX 


GORDON MURRAY’S LATEST PROJECT DOESN’T DO 
240МРН, BUT IT’S EVEN MORE REVOLUTIONARY 


he man who reinvented the hypercar with the McLaren 


Т Е1 has now applied even more original thinking to the a | (< = 
pickup. The ОХ is conceived to supply transport | Ш = | | McLaren Fl 


currently deprived to much of the developing world. It's 
vastly cheaper, stronger, higher in capacity and easier to maintain 
than anything else currently available. 

Instead of taking inspiration from a Toyota Hilux or Land Rover, 
Murray thought of the Renault 4 - its long-travel soft suspension 
found remarkable off-road ability from front-drive. So the OX's engine 
is under the front seats, pushing down on the driven wheels. Far-back 
rear wheels mean the weight distribution isn't bad even fully loaded. 

The structure is Murray's patent iStream system of flat panels 
bonding a welded steel frame. Here, the panels are engineered 
plywood, proof against dents and weather. The OX weighs 1,700kg 
ready, but can carry another 1,800kg. Most pickups weigh much more 
yet will shoulder barely 1,000kg. And because the OX is much cheaper, 
a buyer could have a bigger fleet. 

The OX uses obsessively few parts. The left and right suspension 
arms are the same, left and right body panels too. If the driver's 
windscreen smashes, a passenger's fits. And the running gear is all 
Ford Transit, widely available. 

Another brilliant flourish: the OX is flat-packable. A British factory 
would weld and bond the chassis, and fit safety-critical stuff including 





brake lines and electrics. All the body and mechanical parts fit inside 


9 e e e 
this chassis, plus the crate powertrain. Six vehicles fit in a standard What S It like to drive? 


shipping container. Three people can build each kit in the field in 


a day with few tools. 

Because it has no metal presses or robots, Murray reckons the The seat's flat, and there's no revelation. The low-mass supple 
iStream factory would cost just a twentieth of a conventional plant. soundproofing beyond the wood suspension eats bumps, where 
Developing the OX to prototype stage has cost just £3m, paid for of the structure, yet the 2.2-litre live-axle pickups and 4x4s always 
by philanthropist Sir Torquil Norman. Transit engine is gruff but not shudder and thump. Of course 

“Tt’s a crime, almost, that only 20 per cent of the world's deafening. Performance is you can get this 4x2 stuck, but 


population has access to a motor vehicle,” says Sir Torquil. The OX sluggish, but hey it gets you there. frankly you have to try pretty 


would be great for humanitarian agencies, but also to empower The centre driving position puts hard. “I’m more proud of this 


villages to get onto the economic ladder. It needs just a few million you in command to weave the ОХ than any other vehicle I’ve done,” 


IMAGES: PETER ROBAIN 


to take it into production. between trees on either side of says Murray. It's so capable and 


the track. The ride too is a original, you can see why. 
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YOUR 
MOMENT 


DS PODIUM 
CHRONOGRAPH WITH 1/10 SEC. 
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TG's Speed Week heroes 


SPEED WEEK WOULDN’T BE SPEED WEEK WITHOUT SOMETHING 
TOTALLY UNHINGED ALONG FOR THE RIDE... 





FORD TRANSIT SUPERSPORT VAN 


Adfectionotely nicknamed the “Supertranny”, what 
looks bike a plumbers best friend is actually a sports 
cars worst nightmare. Those fat tyres are the 
giveaway that it runs a 200bhp 3 2-litre five- pot 
diesel and smuggles hot-hatch performance. 


BELL COBRA TAH-IF 


Wah L&0Cbhp. atop speed of 2716 mph (available 
тот a height ol just Wem) ond а Em pricetag. 
sorting the insurance for this one wos interesting. Bul 
its ability to regress the entire TG staff into giggling 
comerophone-wowng children wos second to none 


BUGATTI VEYRON SUPERSPORT 


It tales quite something to overshadow a very 
orange Pagani Zonda F on the Stelvio Pass. but the 
slightly lets orange Veyron 55 did just that in 20M 
Described as “mind-serobbling, it ruined all who 
dreve it Nothing has seemed remotely foal since. 





NISSAN DELTAWANG 


А unique ability to melt its driver's bowels within four 
seconds of setting off, marked out the Wang. It looked 
like the Delta Wing. but wos really a Westfield with a 


narrow front track and some hibreglass bits stuck on. 
Handling best described as ruddy terrifying’, 


HONDA MEAN MOWER 


Splicing a Honda HF 2620 ride-on mower with a 
Fah Honda WTR FireStorm motorbike engine (ta 
creote a 30mph. Di-52mph in four secondi grass 


culter seemed like a good ideo of the time. Sll dors 


lo be fair. 5659s lawn hos never looked so good. 


TOYOTA CAMRY NASCAR 


Never before has a car been more out of place 
than this NASCAR, lost sean disturbing the peace in 
the Austrian countryside (pl24) For sheer valurmae ond 
on-demand burnouts, its legendary status is assurmd 
For going around corners not so much 





CAPARO П 


A Caparo Tl doesnt accelerate so much as 
compres: lime and за orise distance So said 
a slightly squished Jason Barlow іп 2007. 8 was also 
a pig to pull away in and to drive neatly on the road. 
A fish out of water. but a tosty оле nonetheless 
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McLAREN РІ СТК 


Most cars come with a handbook, the PFI GTR comes 
with а Gruso балга At ect the one thot showed up 
to the RBA in 2015 cid. But then this po Едт УВЫ р 
firework copable of keeping an Fl cor honest Hots off 
to Mr Marriage for getting within a second of Senna 


RENAULT TWIN RUN 


RWD. mar-enginad 320bhp and on insanely short 
мене [Ба sounds Lke рода one of the handbook 
How to Soin into the Memeti Concrete Borner H s 
m foct. the spec of the one-off Twin Run concept 
that Renault lat us deve іп 2013. Tine fools 


Powered by a hand-wound version of 

our Calibre SH21 movement, the C8 
introduces a power reserve complication 
for the first time-when fully wound, 

the decorated twin barrels provide an 
incredible five days of power. Meanwhile, 
the black PVD case and altimeter-inspired 
date calendar match that practicality 
with stunningly innovative design. £1,550 


Swiss movement 
English heart 


Christopher 
Ward 








Discover the new breed of watchmaker... 


christopherward.co.uk 
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will admit that | 
| 


ғы 


onterey week is ап extended three- 
MOTOR SHOW Michelin-star automotive extravaganza, 
М with Pebble Beach as the rousing piece 
de résistance. But sometimes you just 
want a burger. At the Concours d’LeMons, now into 


its eighth glorious year, you don’t even get that. No, 
this is a plate of beans. Served cold, out of the can. 
O n СО б rs Criteria for entry is simple. “We allow bad 
examples of good cars, and good examples of bad 
9 cars,” co-founder Alain Galbraith says. He then 
takes to the microphone to outline exactly what 
sort of bribery the judges, this year including former 


Ford, Mercedes and VW designer Freeman Thomas, 
are likely to respond most positively to. Beer, mainly. 


WELCOME TO THE ANTIDOTE (Alcohol, Galbraith avers, may have played a part in 
TO STUFFY CAR SHOWS the event’s conception.) 


Needless to say, the communal tongue is wedged 
firmly in cheek. The fact is, the Concours d’LeMons 


= № ‚ 
AERE 
F "E —_ 
—— 


r= 
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F 


is an absolutely magnificent riposte to the 
earnestness found elsewhere on the same week. 
Approximately 150 cars turned up (I didn’t count 
them all, to be honest - some were simply too 
terrifying to approach), many of which were laden 
with a back story that made the Pebble Beach stars 
look like lawnmowers. This year, a spin-off LeMons 
rally saw the truly intrepid make their way to 
Seaside, California via Death Valley and Vegas. 
That must have looked like an improvised homage 
to last year’s hysterically good Mad Max reboot. 
Someone did it in a Mercedes W123, which had 
lost its bonnet along the way. Or maybe didn’t 
even have one in the first place. 

Categories include “Kommunist Kar”, 
“Unmitigated Gaul”, “Needlessly Complex Italian”, 
and “Rueful Britannia”. In the latter, our star 
was a 1965 Wolseley Hornet convertible, owned 


Not so much back 
to basics as back to 


component parts _ 


by the redoubtable Derek Tuttle, a serial Mini 
owner from nearby Santa Cruz with another 
12 variants of Mini back home. This particular 
car was one of 57 converted by Crayford at the 
behest of Heinz as competition prizes back in 
the mid-Sixties. Astonishingly, Derek reckons 
five have made their way to the States, and his 
wound up here via unusual means. “I deal mainly 
in Morgans,” his brother Toby tells me. “So we 
sent the Hornet to Morgan in Malvern where it 
sat for four months before being shipped over.” 
The brothers and two other family members 
drove the car here, the chassis visibly sagging. 
Ken Mitchell’s gorgeous little Vespa 400 
tested the LeMons definitional limit for me 
personally; apparently, parent company ACMA 
Fourchamboult made 340,000 of the things, 
between 1957 and 1961, before giving up. 


smoothly enough to keep 
that lot on the fender... . — 
ig 3 ЖИВ 


э Must be tricky driving 





“T used to be a Renault man,” Ken says, and 
still keeps an R4 van at home. “But I decided to 
broaden my horizons.” 

I also appreciated - if that’s the word - William 
Hughes' disgusting Mercury Comet, Kevin Wood's 
Mercury Grand Marquis (vibrant purple with plush 
gold interior), a fabulous 1959 Tempo Matador 
Camper, and Ken Nelson's Panhard PL17 Tigre. 
The “worst-in-show” was a fabulously horrible 
Bricklin, a US sports car that failed even more 
heinously than the DeLorean. Ron Stillman 
had opted to cover his otherwise lovely Dodge 
Challenger in Nesquik for that authentically 
corroded look (“Don’t touch it! Don't clean it!” 
he protested), while I could have happily driven 
off in the mint Renault 16 TX that had evidently 
gatecrashed the party, and was clearly not meant 
to be there. Hmm. Just me, huh... 
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OUR SURVEY SAYS 


According to a recent poll, a suspiciously precise 
69 per cent of BMW drivers consider themselves 
to be sexually promiscuous. 


жы 


о, 59% 


of Kia drivers 





have children 


A VERITABLE ARSENAL OF 
A CABBY’S TALE INFO, SOME OF IT USEFUL 


There's а myth that taxicabs take their name from 56% 
о 


of Ford drivers 


the German aristocrat Baron von Thurn und Taxis, 
who is said to have invented the fare meter. A more 
baliwye in marriage 


23% 

о 

of Corsa drivers are 
unemployed 


accurate explanation is that “taxi” is derived from the 
French for “tariff”, and “cab” is from “cabriolet” – early 
carriages were open-top. Maybe the German bloke 
came up with Uber. We may never know. 


of Mercedes drivers have 
had, or currently have, an 
STI (presumably they don't 
mean a type of Impreza) 


676 


of Hyundai drivers have 





FRUIT OF THE LOOM 


Every year the world produces around 25 million 


been to prison, and they 
werent just visiting 





tonnes of pineapples. Most are squeezed or tinned or 
wasted in upside-down cakes, while the poor old 
leaves are discarded. But not anymore! A London- 


based company has found a way to turn them into Tu rn 
a textile called Pinatex, which can be used for many HIGH-MILE CLUB 


things, including car upholstery. of speed As far as Guinness World Records is 


concerned, the planet's most travelled car is a 


A British man has become the 1966 Volvo 18005 with well over three million 
world's fastest monowheeler miles on the clock. Irvin “Irv’ Gordon bought it 
: | : new for $4,150, and has since driven it the 
with а ⁄4-mile average of 6lmph. | | 
| | equivalent of 120 times around the equator, 
A monowheel, obviously, is a clocking up his 3,000,000th mile in Alaska — 
one-wheeled vehicle in which 4,358 miles from his New York home. 


driver and engine are mounted 
on a track inside the rim. The 
key, apparently, is to avoid a 

“gerbil incident”, when the rider 
orbits inside the wheel rather 

than staying upright at the base. 





PHOTOBOMB 


A German company has invented a stealthy, 


armoured speed camera that can be towed 
anywhere, runs off rechargeable batteries and sends 
its incriminating data to authorities over an encrypted 
mobile network. They say its bulletproof, though 
TopGear has yet to be invited to test that claim. 





Just say the word, guys. We're locked and loaded. 
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2016 | ا 


WHAT IS YOUR 


АК ОҒ 2016? 








Another year, another embarrassment of riches, but which is your favourite car of 2016? 
The TopGear magazine Awards 2016 are nearly upon us, and we need your help... 
this year, there will be a reader vote for the first time. Better get clicking 


ENTER YOUR CHOICE ONLINE NOW 


ТОРСЕАК.СОМ/ТСА\ММАКОЗ 
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Ploughing, sowing 
and scattering all done 
with robo efficiency 


060 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


| А British man has 
WHAT о ІІ been accused of 
speeding in his 
ШІН DeLorean at а 
suspiciously accurate 


SPEED = DISTANCE 88mph. Nigel Mills, 
OVER FLEXIBLE TIME 55, insisted he wasn’t 
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ts called the Case IH Magnum 
| Autonomous Tractor, but from now 





on we shall call it RoboCrop. It’s a 
driverless farm machine designed 


to minimise time in the field and maximise time 
in the pub. Many agri-vehicles already have a 
self-steering system linked to GPS for orderly 


seed sowing, ploughing, badger culling and 
whatever else they do these days, but they still 
ШЕН need someone on board. Тһе Magnum doesn’t, 


but it’s not completely farmerless. 


g (1 Auto Г\ О Y) Q U S It still needs programming by an earthy human, 


armed with a tablet app to set boundaries and plot 


Tra СТО r paths and generally make sure it stays between the 


hedgerows. But it can be up and running in minutes, 


PLOUGHING A NEW and even work with a squadron of other RoboCrops in 
FURROW IN THE a vaguely terrifying farmy army. And until they form 
FUTURE OF FARMING a union you can deploy them day or night, whenever 


, sensors Rd 


Et 


em Іс 


‘detect опу inits |. 
path. Pedestrians. Hm 

ills. Sedet du 
Milk пай. 
Мақы, 


ri " 
Fr a 


trying to travel 
through time, but was 
simply going for a 
Sunday morning spin. 
Choosing to contest 
the ticket, he went up 
before magistrates 


ter 


the weather and soil are at their most fertile, while 
you keep an eye on things from the Royal Oak. 


aj 
T rand the наи will | 
it, ыа | 2 А 
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ы] This is very. 1 sure you ve selected 


important a mph 212 the correct field. А Yi 
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TN rud Шы 


F 


but the case was 
dismissed after the 
policemen didn’t show 
up at court, possibly 
because it was held in 
1924 and they hadn't 
been born yet. 
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RGEST DRIVING СЕМ 





behind the wheel of a high-powered sports car 


under the northern lights of Swedish Lapland 


Welcome to Lapland Ice Driving. 
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LAPLAND 
ICE DRIVING 


LIKE NOWHERE ELSE 








MOTORSPORT 


Hihi? 


Е 


ШТІ ГІ 
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mo REV e Pm meme i he truck you are looking at is not levitating. Nor is any 
- kind of trickery involved. In fact, as you see it here, it's 
T travelling forwards at somewhere north of 100mph, 
having recently departed a ramp somewhere stage left. 
аа : By jumping over a ghost town in New Mexico, off-road racer 
тт ы 2 : Bryce Menzies broke Tanner Foust's 2011 record for the longest 
27 Қы : truck jump ever. Although it's yet to be fully ratified by Guinness 
на жене” „ a CT. World Records, initial measurements suggest the 29-year-old from 
num ч, : ER : : ia; = Las Vegas has taken the record from 101 metres to 115 metres. 
| ES e Жр нет = ед Now you don’t just roll up at a deserted town and bounce clean 
! | over it without a bit of practice. The stunt took six months to put 
together, with several test leaps conducted at a secret location 
near San Diego. The trials led to suspension modifications, while 
time in a wind tunnel led to several aero changes. If it needed to be 
really aerodynamic, TopGear would suggest that a Trophy Truck 
isn't necessarily the best place to start. But this one, a Pro 2 race 
truck, did have 888bhp, and using power to overcome drag is a 
philosophy we can totally get on board with. 
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VISIT WWW.PQUBE.CO.UK/WRC6 FOR A FULL LIST OF RETAILERS 


@bigben JA рэ?» РС Pra @ хвохоме 


WRC 6 FIAWORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP © 2016 published by Bigben Interactive S.A. developed by Kylotonn Games and distributed (in the UK) by PQube. All rights reserved. An official product of the FIA World Rally Championship, under licence 
of the WRC Promoter GmbH and the Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile. Manufacturers, cars, names, brands and associated imagery featured in this game are trademarks and/or copyrighted materials of their respective owners. “WRC” and the 
WRC logo are registered trademarks of the Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile. All rights reserved. 


Xbox, Xbox One and the Xbox logos are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies and are used under license from Microsoft. “2”, "PlayStation ", “PS4” and "c? f Z4" are trademarks or registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment 
Inc. All rights reserved. 





The wild, 
wild East 


NOW THERE’S NO NEED TO FEAR 
BEING SENT TO SIBERIA 









TARUS 
There's nothing more Russian than a stout, 
two-wheel-drive motorbike for hunting, fishing, 
lumberjacking and whatever else goes on in 
remote, unpoliced woodland. Except maybe for 
Vladimir Putin, bare-chested on horseback, 
gnawing ona bear. It’s called the Tarus 2x2 and 
its designed to go where four-wheel ATVs cant 
— between trees, over stumps, through thick 
bogs and even up and down steps. It's easy to 
take apart, and disassembled it'll fit snugly in 
the boot of a car. So long as that car is no 
smaller than a Range Rover Sport, and the boot 
is Clear of shovels, bin bags and qucxtims 


Е1.200 app^ax (plus Inport costa) motaZxzZ.com 





GANKER FIGHTING ROBOTS 

These battle bots start life as a kit, which you 

build yourself wh: ln getting to grips with basic 

robotics. They might look lethal, but they re only 

a few inches high, and = according ta the makers 
perfectly sale. Fighty fun far the whole family! 

From E187 apprax; «Да во ел 


MICROSOFT XBOX ONE 5 


Tha latest, greatest Xbox is more compact 


thon ever but m rammed full of tech. including 
ЯК upscaling. meaning even older games оге 
displayed in ultra HD = provided you hove the 
right telly. Forza Motorsport hos never looked 
so good. E349 99: xbax com 


АМК SUPERTRUCKS 

Ал Overdrive is an app-controllad Al racing 

set that s like Scalextric without the slots, Earlier 
this year we showed you the supercars, which are 
now joined by supertrucks — they're three times 
bigger and wreck even more virtual destruction 
From £139.79; әлігі сот 
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STAY HOT, BE COOL 
& LOOK SHARP 





E AE 


go а з Snickers Workwear is a range of modern working clothes and leisurewear that's 
^*^ ideal on site and equally good in the great outdoors. 






| ‚ Tried and tested іп the harshest working environments and weather conditions, 
€ Snickers Workwear delivers innovative designs and high-tech fabrics in natural 
materials that are complimented by uncompromising comfort, protection and 
functionality. 


LE! 


So, get through the autumn and winter months with these must-haves for -— - 





professional craftsmen and women. Tl 
т 4-2! r 
| P s й. 
Make your choices at T WORKWEAR 
‚т | 
| Fh liens РЛАР? dus ссу. а ies 
ғ ү T he | “.. А. " оонаган бкнваг Lifted Unit N N3 Gate 4 | Meltham'Nills Industrial а кл КЕЯ 405 
| 00 U ӨР ge" a 4 „> у. t r Tel: зз» 854488 | Fax: 24977033 | Email: info@snickersworkwear. co.uk 
pA JR A." uo ӘДЕ ә: 
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Style 
Seventies — 
reloaded 


MOVEMBER’S COMING. 
HERE’S WHAT TO WEAR 
WITH YOUR ’TACHE 


01 Suede zip-up pocket overshirt. We couldn't 


do a Seventies page without a bit of suede 


This is a shirt/jacket hybrid, or a ‘shacket’ 


if you enjoy slightly rude portmanteaus. 2/5; 
whistles. com 02 “Work hard, play hard” duffel. 
A natural canvas bag with a sturdy navy 
bottom... $115; owenandfred.com 03 Le Specs 
Cousteau. With these and a tache, your face 
will become a living shrine to Seventies 
detectives. £45, lespecs.com 04 Light brown 
stripe panel T-shirt. Knitted, striped, ribbed 
and clingy, but definitely still a T-shirt. £/0; 
riverisiand.com 05 Axel Arigato Clean 90. 
Gleaming white trainers dont stay gleaming 


and white for long. Carry a cloth at all times. 


#150; axelarigato.com 
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игу are registered trademarks. 2016 Bulova Corporation. 98А162. Photo: Michael Furman 


^ 4. Bulova, Bulové 


[Бе Wor 


р Introducing the world's first curved chronograph movement. 
Once again, Bulova adds to its long history of firsts with the CURV watch. 


A History of Firsts 
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SWATCH SISTEMS 
Swatch s entry-level automatic, 
assembled by robots and held together Буа single 
screw, was previously only available with a plastic 
case Now you can have it in stainless steel with a 
leather strap. just like a proper grown-ups watch. 


From E127: shop.grwatch.com 








CERTINA 05-2 FLYBACK 

Cortinas good-looking chronogra h 
gets a new flyback function. meaning you can 
reset the whole thing by pressing one button 
rather than the three-stage process of non-flyback 
chronographs. Also features а puzzlingly accurata 
"Precidrive" quartz movement. E460; certina.com 
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All in 
good time 


WATCHES THAT COME WITH 
A FEW EXTRA FEATURES 


ЕҢ CHRISTOPHER WARD C? D-TYPE 
There's a little bit of Jag D-type in this 





Christopher Ward. A piece of piston, in fact, 
salvaged from one of the original 18 factory 
racers from the mid Fifties. It was melted 

down, reshaped to resemble a D-type's knock-off 
wheelnut, and now forms part of the movements 
rotor, visible through the caseback. The 12 is set in 
a white circle, just like the D-type's racing number 
would have been, and the power reserve indicator 
looks like a fuel gauge so you know whats left 

in the tank. Only 55 will be made (a reference 

to the D-types first Le Mans win in, er, 1955). 
£2,995; christopherward.co.uk 





OA OMOLOGATO RACING GREEN 

| A tribute ta aur notional racing colour, 
with lots of other stuff going an. including a 
tachymeter for measuring average speed over 

a measured mile. and a telameter for measuring 
distance = typically an electrical storm (lightning/ 
thunder gap) £339: amalagatowatchas. com 
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A -TITANIUM STRONG FOR 
MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE. 
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SUPERCAR 


10-60” ` 
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Boosted with TITANIUM FST™, Castrol EDGE is our strongest and most IT'S MORE THAN JUST OIL. IT'S LIQUID ENGINEERING. 
advanced range of engine oils yet. Its TITANIUM FST™ doubles its film 


strength', preventing oil film breakdown and reducing friction. 


At the forefront of the Castrol EDGE range is Castrol EDGE SUPERCAR, 
proven and tested in world-leading supercars and suitable for use in 
everyday high performance cars, giving you the confidence to push the 
boundaries of performance. 


"Tribological tests have shown that Castrol EDGE boosted with TITANIUM FST™ doubles its film strength. 





www.castrol.com 
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Selfishness vs 
common good 


BEHIND THE WHEEL, IT SEEMS 
SOCIAL NORMS DON’T APPLY 





e humans think we’ve elevated ourselves 
clear of the rest of the animal kingdom 
because we’ve learned to cooperate for 





the common good. Call it society. Unlike 

a pride of lions or a swarm of bees, our concern for our 
fellows goes beyond the ones we immediately know. 
We'll try to do good for people we've never met, or even 
those as-yet unborn. Looking after our own progeny is 
nothing more than Darwinism, but taking care of other 
people's is, well, society. Or maybe it's just enlightened 
self-interest. We want to live in a world of reasonable 
equality (at least of opportunity) and solidarity, so 

we submit to the imperatives that allow it to flourish. 

Sadly, all that goodness gets very firmly parked 
as soon as we get into a car. 

Motorway traffic slows to 50-odd. The inside lane is 
empty; the middle one sparsely populated. The outside 
one is full. I look ahead and curse the people in front 
for failing to move into the empty adjacent lane to 
their left. But do I pull left? Only after an extensive 
search of my conscience. Because I know that the 
moment I indicate, the car behind will move ahead 
into “my” position, blocking me in. 

Yet if everyone acted as an enlightened society 
and filled any space to their left, the whole road 
space would be better utilised and we’d all move 
along better. But because we don’t trust the others, 
our own cooperative spirit is inhibited, and the result 
for everyone is worsened. The prisoners’ dilemma. 

Try another example of what is in effect the 
breakdown of society. The media coverage around the 
VW emissions scandal meant everyone knew the health 
dangers of too much NO, in the air. No one who lives 
in a town wants the fragile lungs of their kids or elderly 


parents exposed to its harm. Even VW drivers. But 
among the ones I talked to, none was angry that VW’s 
cheating had caused them as individuals to spew more 
poison. No, they were annoyed that their cars, after the 
recall, might perform less well or cost more in fuel. 

So we have to be regulated, or at the very least 
taxed, into behaving in ways that benefit us all. 

That’s why exhaust rules exist. That’s why we have 
controlled motorways with variable speed limits 
that smooth the traffic flow and keep all lanes full. 
On choked motorways, the very restriction of speed 
is what causes your average speed to rise. (None of 
which means you don’t get annoyed when those red 
overhead circles flicker into life.) 

In buying a car, we’re no more likely to act the 
good citizen. In my line of work, inventors are always 
queuing up to tell me they’ve reimagined the car into 
something smaller, less greedy of resources and more 
suited to cramped cities. Autonomous driving is often 
part of the package, so it’s not just physically smaller 
but able to use even less road space because it travels 
in a platoon and has less buffer distance around it. 
These people tend to say that if their ideas were 
widely adopted, cities would be better for everyone: 
less congested, less polluted, quieter. But history shows 
that this sort of idealism will never build a business. 

In the early days, the Smart was marketed as a piece 
of intelligent reduction that would make urban streets 
more efficient. Cooperation was posited: four Smarts 
in two ordinary parking spaces, that sort of thing. Its 
potential owners were told they’d be hastening a brave 
new world. Didn’t work. Sales only took off when people 
realised that a Smart made you sharper-elbowed in 
the city: you could nip through gaps and grab parking 


“We'll try to do good for people 


we've never met, or even 
those as-yet unborn” 


spaces denied to drivers of bigger ordinary vehicles. 
Paradoxically, if there were more Smarts, the individual 
advantage of driving one would diminish. 

Something similar happened with electric cars. 
When they were advertised as something to save 
the planet, only a few deep-green utopians stepped 
forward to buy. They began to gain traction only 
when people saw the selfish motives: EVs are fun to 
drive and cheap to run, especially with tax incentives 
from governments perceiving them to be good for 
society as a whole. 

Hardly anyone chooses their car on the strength of 
making the world a better place. The majority pay their 
money for something that works for them. And when 
they get in and drive it, they also forget the benefits of 
cooperation, don their self-centred blinkers and barge 
ahead. But they'll have to get in front of me first. 
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HORRELL 
vs 


INTERNET 


the brand-new 
Honda Civic 


“You'd think a British 
based publication 
would get behind 

a British-made 
product...” 


“In what sense am | 
not ‘behind’ it? My 
main criticism is that 
its so long coming. If | 
wasn't ‘behind’ it I'd be 
quite happy if it were 
never to come at all. 
But actually, | don’t 
think it is the duty of 
the British press to give 
undeserved praise to 
locally built cars. The 
only reason the British 
industry will thrive is if 
its cars are up to world 
standard. Decades 
ago ВМС built rubbish 
and {Ве press at {Ве 
time didn’t properly 
criticise it. So BMC 
remained complacent 
and foreign car 
makers, making better 
cars, demolished it.” 
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JEEP WRANGLER 75TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


Fuelling the dreams of adventurers around the globe, this 75th Anniversary Edition combines 
capability with comfort. It boasts heated leather trimmed seats, 6.5” media and navigation 
system and deep-tint sunscreen glass. Whats more, you get the hard top and soft top as standard. 


Choose adventure every day, from £34,765. 
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“The hills are alive with һе sound of Porsche. TUR 
arid. Honda NSX as TopGedr discovers a littl 
| bit of paradise atop an Austrian ар. 
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The Porsche museum 


in Stuttgart, the onl 


place оп Earth that’s 


| found a use for an old 
Goodwood Festival 





of Speed sculpture | 











f course we went over the Alps. Because if you 
have to drive a couple of sports cars from a 
factory in southern Germany to the Red Bull 
Ring in deepest Austria and fail to take in at 
least one Alpine pass, well, that’s a dereliction 
of duty. That two museums dedicated to one 
of those marques lie at either side of the Grossglockner Pass is 
nothing more than a happy coincidence. 

Actually, when I say either side, what I actually mean is 
"Stuttgart" and “Gmund”. They're 354 miles apart. I wouldn't 
claim the Grossglockner is the quickest route between them, or 
the shortest, but having done it, I can categorically say it is the 
best. I measured the pleasure, so to speak. This is what we often 
forget to do, isn't it? To spurn an hour here, sacrifice a gallon 
there, just to give ourselves better memories or a greater buzz. 

Or, because this is a magazine, a better story and pictures. 

Ah yes, the story. Well this isn't just an artful way of exploring 
the 911R's retro-ism by following the timeline back from the 
modernist wonder that is the Stuttgart Museum to the marque's 
birthplace in a wooden hut. Those geographical points simply give 
us neat places to start and finish before the track mayhem gets 
underway a few miles and pages further on. 

No, first and foremost, my intention here, via the medium of 
the Porsche 911R and Honda NSX, is to show how disparate the 
performance car has become in 2016, to demonstrate how broad 
the church is with just two cars involved, let alone the 16 extras 
Speed Week will eventually incorporate. Right now, they're all 
homing in on the Red Bull Ring, some by delivery truck, but others 
demanded more. Which is why Stephen Dobie is currently 140 
miles to my west on another alpine pass with a cracking quartet of 
hot hatches, while Jack's eyes are probably on stalks as the F-Type 
SVR homes in on 200mph. I have the Grossglockner. Ergo, I win. 

If you were to ignorantly jot down the raw facts of these two, 
you'd assume they were rivals - they're similar money, have similar 
power and performance, carry similar amounts of people and 
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9TIR vs NSX 


luggage. But we know different. The NSX is a forward-looking 
supercar, it's the brave new world of hybrid, an i8 with added 
oomph and fewer eco-tendencies - the electricity is here to 
improve driving, not economy. Plus it carries the badge that put 
the fear of God into Italy and Germany back in 1989. Which was 

a while back, admittedly. 

But its rival does look back to a simpler era, doesn't it? I 
wouldn't say it does so wistfully because, well, it’s a 911R and has 
500bhp with which to dismiss wistfulness, but its message is clear: 
driving is better when it's simple, so let's strip the complexity out. 
However, it's now the start of day two and I’m already regretting 
my insistence that, to provide the biggest contrast to the NSX, we 
needed the most stripped-out R for this trip... 

We have no aircon. The lack of satnav is no biggie for I have a 
road atlas and know how to use it, and when you can play tunes 
through a 4.0-litre naturally aspirated flat-six, you have no need of 
speakers and amps. But at 6am, when it's 12?C outside and the 
best the fan can do is roughly double that, or when it rains and the 
screen fogs up, I curse. 

It wasn't so bad when we'd been Munich-bound on the 
autobahn yesterday evening. Open the window a crack and a blast 
of high-speed air would boost ventilation, even if it did send the 
empty crisp packets flying. If you are buying a 911R, then by all 
means forego the nav and tunes (you gain a handy self ejectin, 
storage compartment every time you bury it in second), but doi 










temperature. It can get stifling in here. - 
Anyway, that aside, the 911R is perfectly autobal 
habitable. With neither rollcage nor seats in the b: 
a911 van-with-windows. The one-piece carbon buc 
things have to be posted through, but hell, you've ; 
to make a sacrifice or two. Easy to drive, though - the 
controls aren't light, but everything operates with an 
impeccable heft and consistency. And you're the 
one responsible for everything. It feels simple, 


" 5 


“The NSX looks forward™ 
while the ӘТІР looks 


back to a simpler era” 


911 cabin is a marriage 
of old and new. Like а 
Rupert Murdoch wedding 


ы ш 
Honda's intricate wheels + 
conceal ceramic brakes. | * 
NECS power is awesome 


iS 


2 <= ВИО 
= “One Big Mac, two cheeseburgers | 


," andaFilet-o-Fish, danke.” Ollie 


converses with the authorities Î 
=i Mm а 


Old-school sports car schools i 


new-school sports car. Everyone 


gets a bit confused | 
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the cabin empty, the view out the back unimpeded by wings, the 
suspension taut, the powertrain brawny. There's nothing, apart 
from maybe your phone, to divert your attention. 

I chuck mineinto the passenger’s footwell and concentrate 
on meshing gears, feeling the mechanicals thrash, the engine 
yowl. I see 275kph (171mph) and; boy, does it feel good. Tm fully 
occupied, caught up in the act of just driving. And this is on an 
autobahn - how good is the В going to be on the Grossglockner? 

I go faster in the NSX, crack the magic 300kph (186mph) 
barrier as the evening sun, glowing like a poker tip behind, drops 
below the horizon. It's stable at speed, the V6 sings clear and hard 
at high revs, it feels accurate and uncomplicated. Until you back 
off. Then the twin-turbo V6 loses its tonal definition, you catch 
hints of turbo whoosh, of e-assistance and the car becomes no 
more demanding or eventful to drive than the CR-V that John 
Wycherley is thrashing along in the NSX's wake. 

The trouble is that, aside from the usual supercar tropes of a 
suitably cramped cabin, a rear boot that smells like an old Lotus 
(honestly, the heat soak appears to be softening the glue) and 


‘low-slung seating position, the NSX's interior is, well, cheap. 


t k 
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The plastics, the design, the graphics, the beeps, the sluggish 


% 


infotainment - none of them belong in a car costing this much. 

Because the NSX is modern and comfortable and everyday 
usable, it's hard to forgive these indiscretions, whereas the 911R 
doesn't have the kit to get frustrated by it in the first place. But 
the NSX is a simple car to operate. There's a mode dial that cycles 
through Quiet, Sport, Sport* and Track settings, and apart from 
that, you have few choices to make. You can't choose to lock it into 
electric, or select noisy exhaust with comfort suspension - the car 
is in charge of the decision-making. = 

On the whole, the decisions it makes are good, and at dawn the 
next day as I chase NSX-mounted creative director Andy Franklin 
up the Grossglockner in the Porsche, it looks rapid and composed, 
and with twin electric motors vectoring front-wheel torque, it jets 
out of hairpins, leaving me working the balance, traction and grip 
to keep the 911R in touch. But that's the fun, isn't it? The Porsche 
acts on your inputs, requires you to manage the situation, to do the 
brainwork and master the car. And it does take some mastering. 
The rear-wheel steering is aggressive, a mid-corner lift will 
significantly change your trajectory, the ride is firm,the engine 
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lever in the middle. 
Well done, Porsche 


Three pedals and а wobbly 


Franklin shakes hands 
with one of the locals 


“Guten tag!” Art director 
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a process: braking, turning, acceleratix 
element, concentrating on what gli 
And at everyday speeds, it's del 
runs narrower tyres than 
rear rubber), I still тесі 
faulting the ge 
the chuntérin: 
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extent that I firmly believed this would be the single greatest car 
Га ever drive, the one-stop shop answer to fast driving. It’s not, 
could never be, as good as the hype suggests, but Porsche has 
succeeded in making it feel substantially different, to perform a 
different role to the GT3 RS. The weird thing is that on road, where 
the R is targeted, I think Га prefer the RS, while for track work, the 
some 2,500 metres up, fizzing with energy and enthusiasm. My R might well be the one. Maybe that’s just me. Either way, what 
senses are on high alert, so even the scenery seems punchier, we’re looking at here is a sensational piece of machinery. 


more magnificent in scale and grandeur after driving the 911R. Hews make the most of There’s a fair chance the Grossglockner is the smoothest, most 
your €35 Grossglockner 


only does its best work above 5,000rpm. It takes effort, 
concentration and nerve to drive quickly. But the overall effect 
is magnified by the work you have to put in, so I get to the top, 





And what scale, what grandeur. New vistas open, others close, — varied, gobsmacking, best maintained and interesting pass in the 
it’s like Stanley Kubrick has directed what I'm seeing through the entire Alps (but then so it should be when a day pass costs €35). It 
windscreen. It's a visual bombardment, relentlessly stunning. has tunnels, cobbles, lakes, branch lines, viewing platforms, cafes 

And yet. And yet I wonder whether I'd have had an even better and, near one col, it unnecessarily loops a mountain just to give 
time ina GT3 RS. There is something in that car's relentless focus travellers another view. This is thoughtful, artful road building, 
and determination that I find utterly addictive. So while John and designed not simply to provide a route across the mountains, but 
Andy start to talk photography, I go and drive the R some more. to give travellers an experience. Maybe that's why the Porsche feels 
Not hard, just letting it flex itself, enjoying the flow. Now we're so well matched to it. Anyway, as a result of all this it gets busy: 
talking. The act of driving is compelling, you break it down into coach parties, panting pedallers, car clubs - by 10am, the 
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A guide to the 
Grossglockner 


On 3 August 1935, after five 
years of construction, the 
Grossglockner Hochalpenstrasse 
was formally opened. The 
following day, the first race up 
it took place. The course was 
19.5km long and the surface was 
sand. There weren’t many 
barriers. The mind boggles. 

In 1938 and 1939 the German 
automotive superpowers came: 
Hans Stuck muscled his Type C 
Auto Union to victory first, with 


I requisite 911 driving style | 
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Grossglockner is a conveyor belt of swivel-headed gawping. It’s not 
until 4pm that peace returns — the tourists descend by whatever 
wheeled contraption brought them up, and I nab the NSX for 45 
minutes. I want to drive the southern flank of the pass, then 
branch west to see the Pasterze glacier and the Grossglockner 
mountain itself, the highest point in Austria. It’s not as 
magnificent аз Га hoped - the road to it lacks the star quality 

of the main route and the glacier which must have once filled 

this valley is retreating, leaving a deep, dirty scar. It makes me 


Hashtag oooo! Yep, 
that’s what the kids 


say when they see an NSX = zai 


“The Honda 


doesn't have 
the Porsche's 


Hermann Lang winning the 


force of 
personality, 
that’s clear” 


feel a bit flat. The trouble is, so does the NSX. 

The Honda doesn’t have the Porsche’s force of personality, 
that much is clear. It demands nothing of you and is too meek and 
benign at road speeds. And not just in comparison to the R. In 
Sport, the stability control constantly badgers me, so I up it to 
Sport+, which has the harder ride I don’t really want. Plus it still 
understeers through steering that lacks bite and texture, while 
the engine note is dreary at medium revs. The trouble is that the 
- — NSX has been engineered to be everyday usable for 60-year-old 


following year in a Mercedes- 
Benz W125. And that was it. WWII 
arrived and hillclimbing never 
returned to the Grossglockner. 

Today, it attracts a million 
visitors per year. Make the effort 
to get up early — it’s worth it. 








Ef a 59 


za m. pe ر‎ 


#5 re ; = i Time d ET = | | x mu - 
murra ; = В =. =. T: +, = i= ۾‎ = 
Y E - pm i жы” ы... -” "1i h.m 
Jj - ta Е. E. 
кл й = Tox = = "mat n ud 
“ = - МЫ ты T nca iu 
аға кы” а h DE 
3 E ь as = ы n жеш. . 
= Б КЕЕ -i к = і. 
= сше ы J | ақа ol 
ш. 7 a =i - T i; e a apes! 
zd - ۴ ЫЫ)" дыд Р.С EAs 
= EE ё a қ =. Бч J£ = Ра 
UE m = цш. = = 
“таж Мәті aet 





пай ПС" гейде rc 
- —— Ten | m Tilt Е =P 
Uno NOU 
АРТЕ 


American dentists. So it rides very well indeed in Sport, it’s quiet 
and there’s a consistency to its components and a cohesiveness 
to its behaviour that’s rather becoming. It’s very, very polished. 

Perhaps too polished. This speaks of a car that’s had a long 
gestation, is trying to be all things to all people, but doesn’t have 
a particular specialism. It feels neither a product of Japan, nor 
America, but somewhere in-between. It doesn’t have an eco 
mindset, but neither is it an out-and-out charger. It’s too good- 
natured. The driving has more than a hint of Lexus about it - 
a Civic Type-R is notably more assertive and aggressive. 

Then a couple of days later it would proceed to deeply impress 
and surprise us on track - but that’s another story. Out here, the 
NSX is almost effete alongside the pumping testosterone of the 


911R. It's not that the Porsche is macho - it's just precise and pure. 


And light. The NSX, over 400kg heavier, needs its two turbos and 
e-motors to accelerate slower and return the same 18.2mpg fuel 
economy. What does this tell us? Draw your own conclusions. But 
the Porsche is the car I chose for one last fang across the pass. 


9TIR specced with 
optional bonnet- 
mounted NSX 


The following day, we roll up outside the Helmut Pfeifhofer 
Porsche museum іп Gmund. It’s quaint and personal, and we meet 
Helmut himself, who went to school with Wolfgang Porsche. But 
the real highlight is a couple of kilometres north of town. Helmut’s 
son Christoph takes us to the original Porsche Werks building. 
Parking the NSX on the hallowed turf would have felt sacrilegious, 
so we leave it at the local football pitch opposite and take the R 
through the rickety wooden gates. Inside we learn that the original 
356 was designed in this shed, on these drawing boards. 

Outside, the 911R ticks gently. It looks settled, content, like it’s 
come home, a car capable of linking arms with 1948 and 2016 and 
not missing a beat. The sense of time having passed and yet the 
focus remaining the same is powerful. But I can’t help but think 
that old Ferry Porsche would find it puzzling that in a world 
capable of creating cars as advanced as the Honda NSX, we still 
want to drive a throwback, to drive simple. Maybe that says 
something about the cars; more likely it says something about 
the human condition. Welcome to Speed Week 2016. ШИ 


9TIR traces the family | 
| tree all the wa back 
to Gmund, visits the 


the original Porsche 
Werks building 
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| Tyres inflated? Check. 


Engine still there? Check. 








can feel it coming, a faint tickle in 
the sinuses, but I can’t stop now. 
The battered Audi A3 I’ve been 
following at a steady 110mph has 
just peeled right, revealing a stretch 
of three-lane autobahn perfection 

- empty, approximately straight, well-sighted, dry. 
Systems check: vmax mode sinks the carbon spoiler 
closer to the bootlid, switch the exhausts to Spitfire and 
any stragglers up ahead should have fair warning. I give it 
all the throttle, mashing the pedal into the footwell with 
unnecessary force, searching for an extra millimetre of 
squidge from the carpet covering the bulkhead. 

In the F-Type SVR, you don’t just drop the hammer, 
you drop a branch of B&Q. Even deep into three figures, 
it squats and hurtles forward like a demented rhino, 
snorting on upshifts, intent on gouging the horizon. I 
watch the speedo sweep past 120mph... 130mph, and 
there’s that tickle again. No time for that, I’m wired 
like Bradley Cooper in Limitless — my eyes are on stalks, 
scanning the distance for trucks, debris and gentle 
curves that at 150mph-plus tend to morph into hairpin 
bends. As I hit 160mph, I can’t suppress it any longer, 
and close my eyes involuntarily before unloading 
the Hurricane Katrina of sneezes, covering the dash 
in a thin film of snot. When my eyes open again an 
ambitious Ford Transit has pulled into our lane 300 
metres ahead. I squeeze the carbon-ceramic brakes, 
and reacquaint myself with breathing. 


МОУЕМВЕВ*2 06% ERES cu AC OM 


Subsequent calculations reveal that during the two 
seconds I was inspecting the back of my eyelids, we 
had travelled 143 metres, or six tennis courts. That's 
the thing with high-speed runs, you need a lot of space. 
How much exactly? Well, assuming perfect conditions, 
the SVR will gobble up 1.5 miles of road on its way 
from 0-175mph, but you'll need something like another 
2.5 miles to claw your way from 175-200mph, through 
air that's becoming more treacly by the second. 

As for the supercharged V8's 567bhp output, it might 
sound unnecessary, but if you want to build a 1,705kg, 
AWD, 200mph supercar, every horse needs to pull its 
weight. That's because power required rises with the 
cube of velocity. So, if Jag's engineering team had a 
boozy lunch and decided to up the SVR's output by 
200bhp to 767bhp, the top speed would climb to 
221mph - a 21mph increase. Turn it up by 400bhp to 
967bhp and the vmax would be 238mph - only a 17mph 
improvement. It's a game of diminishing returns. 


“We find some clear 
air on the A95 and 
wind it up to l/5mph" 





What I’m trying to say is that going very fast in 
a straight line is really quite hard, and the idea that 
you can rock up to a derestricted section of autobahn 
and max out something as monstrously powerful as 
this on your first attempt is wishful thinking. There 
are some hurdles to overcome. The weather is a biggie, 
because even if the SVR does possess 10mm wider tyres 
front and back, and Jag’s electronically controlled 
four-wheel-drive system, I couldn’t find an anti- 
aquaplaning button anywhere on the dash... 

Funny that, because having woken up in the early 
hours to beat the traffic on the A95 running south 
from Munich (note to self: it’s impossible to beat 
the traffic in Germany) it’s a downpour that leaves 
us staring out of the window of a service station for 
four hours waiting for the heavens to close and 
the tarmac to dry. Once it does, the traffic has had 
a chance to build. Don’t get me wrong, Germans 
are generally extremely handy drivers and used to 
clearing the way for V12 saloons barrelling past on 
their 155mph commute, but 200mph, that’s a different 
ball game altogether. One twitch from a lorry and 
I'll be eating Armco. 

We find some clear air on the A95 and manage to 
wind it up to 175mph - not bad, but not good enough 
for Mission 200. Again, the road opens up and I see 
an indicated 174mph before it becomes unwise to go 
any faster. There appears to be an invisible ceiling at 
175mph, a point where unless the road is straight 
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| You’ve gotta ask yourself 
| one question: do you feel 
| lucky, Jack? Well, do ya? | 








| Black stripes on white = | 
derestricted. Yellow calip 





with perfect visibility and no other cars are anywhere 
near, the idea of piling on more speed has all the appeal 
of going for a bite to eat with Hannibal Lecter. And 
right there, that’s the third hurdle, the psychology 
of this whole folly. 

Ultimately, this is a battle of me vs me; the car 
is capable, that much is clear - it still pulls hard at 175 
and the stability is outrageously good - but how far 
am I prepared to push with other drivers on the road 
and a wife waiting for me at home? Then there’s the 
trust Гтп placing in the components, not just the big 
things like the engine and brakes, but the nuts and 
bolts holding this metal box together. Every time I 
flash past 150mph, I find myself musing оп what the 
aftermath of a tyre blowout would look like. Could 
I hold the resulting slide? Hmm, it would make a 
great photo... and then SNAP, back to reality and 
back on the brakes as another car pulls out up ahead. 

Needless to say there are no blowouts, no brake 
failures, not even a squeak or rattle from the car. 
Whereas the whole experience has me squaring off with 
my own mortality, the F-Type doesn’t even break sweat. 
At one point I stick the cruise control on at 160mph and 
it just sits there, utterly unstressed as if shrugging its 
great haunches. So technically I’m a huge failure, but 
the mission was also to deliver the car and myself intact 
to the Red Bull Ring for Speed Week. Call me a wuss if 
you want, but an easy 175mph will have то do. Now, 
time to find out if it can do corners... 


— dai 


No speed limits, many 
- other cars. How dare they 


clutter our test track? 
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slded a bumper crop of extra hot hatches. 
Һе long way to the Red Bull Ring in the 
| Clubsport S, Fiesta ST200 and Focus RS 
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utting together а hot hatchback. 
Easy, right? Take something small 
and sensible, and an engine that’s a 
bit too big and powerful for it. One 
ginormous shoehorn later, you have a 
pent-up little performance car that’s 
able to bloody the noses of things rarer and more exotic 
on a tight piece of road. 

At least that’s how it used to be, back when VW was 
first signing off the original Golf GTI in the Seventies. But 
things have changed, and each of the diverse bunch that’s 
qualified for Speed Week - three of which we’re driving 
down to Austria’s Red Bull Ring the elongated, 1,200-mile 
way — goes about its business quite differently. The 
fourth? We'll get to that in a bit. 

Our newest contender is а modern-day GTI. This 
Clubsport S is the hardest, fastest, most powerful factory 
Golf yet, which should help place it among the seven 
versions of fast Golf you can currently buy. Its 306bhp 
peak may be almost 90bhp more than a basic GTT's, yet 
it’s still channelled through the front wheels only. 

So far, so traditional, but VW hasn’t just given it a 
power boost. On top of tuned suspension and there’s 
been vast weight-saving (down to just 1,285kg), with the 
rear seats the most practical things to be thrown into the 
bins behind Wolfsburg HQ. 

Each tweak has been in the name of securing а 7m49s 
Nurburgring lap time. That’s a record for FWD cars, and 
an achievement that’s helped sell all 150 of the UK’s 
intake almost immediately, justifying its £33,995 price. 

A couple of grand cheaper, at £31,000, is the Ford 
Focus RS, our most familiar, yet complex contender. Its 
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2.3-litre 4cyl engine seems especially oversized, and it 
sends 345bhp to all four wheels via a plethora of 
electronics that favour flinging power at the rear, 
especially when you’ve cycled through its increasingly 
yobbish driving modes. The antithesis to all of that is its 
near-1.6-tonne kerbweight and plush seating for five. 

Far simpler to process is its little brother, the Fiesta 
ST200. Effectively an end-of-line special, it sees the ST at 
its sharpest and most powerful, with its turbo four wound 
up to 197bhp (or 212bhp on overboost). With three doors, 
a full complement of seats and simple FWD, it appears to 
follow ye olde hot hatch recipe perfectly, until you find its 
engine, a peskily downsized 1.6-litre that’s lounging with 
room to spare. It costs a whisker under £23k. 

Aiming for the Austrian GP circuit via the roads 
spooling from the superbly named Obergurgl, just north 
of the alpine border with Italy, there’s plenty of time to 
get to know them. The Focus RS is immediately striking 
for being blooming fast. At launch, I was surprised Ford 
had given a Focus nearly 350bhp; now, Га be surprised 
if this example has only that. Its lungs are huge and it 
thunders along the road, shrugging off large distances 


“The ST200 sees the 
ST at its sharpest 
and most powerful” 





without a worry. It relishes passing the ‘Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland’ signs and hits the trip’s autobahn high 
score, 157mph being just 8mph shy of its claimed vmax. 

The Golf is very nearly as quick, and its engine is rawer 
and notably more exciting at high revs. Yet it's completely 
habitable too, as easy to use as any other GTI. There are 
even heated seats and a reversing camera, the particularly 
audible whirr of which is the only telltale sign some 
sound deadening has been ripped out. The Fiesta ST200, 
meanwhile, feels the buzziest and most boisterous of our 
three-car convoy, and thus the least natural motorway 
car, though it's still completely at ease cruising at 
110mph. All of our cars have terrific Recaro seats, though 
each is different, with the Fiesta's the most embracing 
here, if not the best positioned. 

Our three takes on the hot hatch all prove capable at 
dispatching five countries in one day, proving practicality 
doesn't necessarily come with seat count, nor speed with 
oversized engines. And their toughest challenge ought to 
be over, as we wake up the next day to the brain-mashing 
scenery of the Timmelsjoch Pass. Beginning just up the 
hill from Obergurgl, it heads to its 2,509m peak - and 
Italian soil - through an extremely sweet pick’n’mix of 
every corner type. It feels like hot-hatch heaven. 

There's a plot twist, though, one with a genuine spoiler. 
Awaiting us the other side of the road's entry toll is a 
bright yellow cat, ready to maul our monochrome pigeons. 
The Clio RS16 is the wildest of wild cards, RenaultSport's 
40th birthday concept having had numberplates tacked 
onto it just the day before in anticipation of this world- 
exclusive drive. It disgorges from its transporter, about 
to taste a public road for the first time. 
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Clio embraces the 
traditional “wasp wearing 
lipstick" colour scheme 
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It’s a car we’ve already driven, albeit incarcerated on 
а small French circuit. In short, it’s all the mechanicals 
from the mad Megane Trophy R - a Speed Week 2015 
finalist and former 'Ring record holder - squeezed 
beneath the smaller Clio body. That means a 271bhp 
2.0-litre turbo engine, a 6spd manual Бох, gargantuan 
brake discs and a mechanical differential on the driven 
front axle. Senior components, squeezed beneath a junior 
car. And no electronic safety nets in sight. It's like we've 
stepped back to the hot hatchback's conception. 

Except none has ever felt so raucous. I opt to take the 
RS16 out first, and it feels untamed, a proper racetrack 
refugee. A few days from now it's off to meet Carlos 
Ghosn - big boss of Renault - to decide if it actually 
gets made or not. If I take it tumbling down the side of 
the Timmelsjoch, РП have unwittingly made the decision 
on his behalf. After the others, my bum feels like it's at 
ground level, and I’m harnessed into its deeply scalloped 
Recaro bucket with barely enough visibility. I'm like a 
toddler strapped into a pushchair, desperate for a better 
look at the world. 

Instantly, it feels hyper-alert. While it's significantly 
down on power compared with the Focus and Golf, it's 
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also much, much lighter, and it moves about with an alacrity 
they can't match. It's a little manic, the RS16 cocking its 
inside rear wheel through tight corners, before the diff 
hooks the front two up to brutally spit you out of the other 
side on a wayward surge of acceleration. 

It’s an all-consuming experience that exponentially 
rewards your concentration with thrills. I arrive back 
sweating, though partially because of the duff air- 
conditioning, one of the few tangible signs this isn’t yet 
a production car, along with its rather lively ride quality 
away from the smooth surface of a track. 

Concept car status means it can’t morally compete for 
victory here, but we’ll see it again at the Red Bull Ring. For 
now, it’s time to head back up the pass in an effort to split 
the other three. Tough life, I know. It’s a glorious era for 
hot hatches, and by virtue of being here, each of this trio 
already rubs shoulders with the all-time greats. Worth 
noting they all come with manual gearboxes only, too, 
and are all the more satisfying for it. 

The Fiesta does a good impression of the raucous little 
Renault. Its brakes feel the size of beermats in comparison, 
but then you don’t necessarily use the ST’s middle pedal all 
that much. It’s all about bounding into corners and making 
the most of its uncanny agility. If you've ever wondered how 
a slightly lairy old French hot hatch handles, Ford appears 
to have bottled up the feeling, but made it forgiving and 
friendly. And available at very sane speeds. 

While small-capacity turbo engines struggle to delight 
quite like higher-revving naturally aspirated units, the 
Fiesta’s wee 1.6 is so strong, and mated to such wonderfully 
short gears (one of the few tweaks over a standard ST), that 
its eagerness matches the chassis perfectly. Only Ford's 
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ivals will take delight in this cohesive little ST200 
signalling the end of current Fiesta production. 

Its bigger brother has proved a bit of an enigma so 
far: the Focus RS’s seats may look lovely and support 
expertly, but they’re cranked so high (with no 
adjustment) and point at st 
be forgiven for not expectir 










they seem, the rude cuim from its exhaust on a 
downshift or trailing throttle sound pure rally car. 
As the only car in this group with AWD, it feels a bit 
like one too. Its agility through the road’s faster esses is 
1 atouchable, and sn ul into a hairpin and driven 


“This СТІ combination 
of fun and functionality 


a teteuly гаге” 







commitment to do so, and I wonder how well that 
reflects the fun-for-all remit of a hot hatch. 

Which brings me to the Golf. From its subtle 
spoiler and negatively cambered wheels to its low- 
slung, oh-so-right seating position, everything points 
to the most precisely honed machine for having a 
great time. Even more so, the Alcantara wheel, 
complete with nerd-pleasing centre marker, which 
operates the best steering here. It's brilliantly 
judged, even with the artificial weight that comes 
by selecting Race mode, which also frees the exhaust 
to emit a cacophony of sound effects far more natural 
than the Focus's. 

Grip and composure have always been Golf GTI 
fortes, but the Clubsport S takes things to another 
level. It's simply unfazed by bumps and cambers, and 
it resists understeer in a way no FWD hatch has the 
right to, giving you supreme confidence to really grab 
it by the scruff. Balanced on its throttle mid-corner, 
the tailpipe's uneven crackles echoing through the 
minimalist rear quarters, it delivers a high the 
burlier Focus would get an ASBO trying to match. 








I stop short of complimenting it out loud. Just. Masses of fun, for 
you and one friend. 


No back seats, you see? 


But this СТГѕ combination of fun and functionality is 
truly rare, as long as you don’t need those back seats. 
And there’s a standard Clubsport for that anyway. This 
may be the most thrilling Golf ever, but it’s still a Golf, 
regardless of its wandering from that original Seventies 
blueprint. And let this be the bursting of the myth that 
cars developed at the Nurburgring are no use on the 
road. The Clubsport S’s composure is very much a 
by-product of its dampers being honed for shrugging 
off the ’Ring’s vicious kerbing. It’s a fantastic road car. 
I bet it’s going to be sensational on circuit. 
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he inevitable march of progress 
leaves two of the cars in this 
Т so-called sensible, lower- 
performance section of this 
magnificent collection with enough 
speed to embarrass the last decade’s 
supercars. One of them, however, is a little less bombastic. 

The cyclical irony of Fiat courting Mazda to share the 
undergarments of its legendary MX-5 will not be lost on 
those who know just how much the little Japanese roadster 
has done to kill Italian participation in a marketplace that 
was historically an Italian heartland. But teaming up with 
the best is a pretty good way to become the best again. 

It isn’t for me to tell you what is or isn’t good-looking, 
but I don’t much care for the 124’s styling. Its coachwork 
rather sags in a series of undignified overhangs, 
swamping a wheelbase that somehow seems longer 
and more athletic underneath the Mazda’s body panels. 
Even though this new car appears to have been styled 
to mimic the 1998 МХ-5 facelift (not its finest hour), 
this is a dynamic test, so looks don’t count. 
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No surprise then that the 124 handles just like an 
МХ-5. And by that, I mean that it’s safe enough, but unless 
some kind soul has doused the track in diesel or it 
happens to be lashing it down with rain, there’s far 
too little fun to be enjoyed given that it’s rear-driven. 

In some ways it’s plain unfair exposing a car like this 
to a circuit like this - and a group of cars like this. It’s a 
budget roaster for the passing enthusiast, but it treads a 
dangerous path by shouting its Abarthness with a series of 
oversized logos and an exhaust note that straddles the line 
between naughty and "That's a blown set of baffles, mate." 

The gearshift is good, the 180bhp pack adds a little 
more spice, but whichever way I spin the conundrum, I 
don't really get this car. It hasn't the charm or delicacy to 
offset its lack of pace, nor the badge to play the showroom 
tart. Anyone who loves driving should head to a Lotus 
showroom, all others would be better off in a GT86. 

Whatever you say about the 124, it was unburdened 
by hype. The Focus RS has been dragging a sack of the 
stuff behind it for what feels like years - an unenviable 
combination of Kenny B, Drift buttons and people in my 








profession saying it rewrote the laws of physics. Make no 
mistake, the RS is a stunning machine - а 350bhp, 347Ъ ft 
missile designed to bring further piquancy to internet 
discussions pertaining to real-world pace and point-to- 
point ability (whatever they may be). But, for me, it’s a 
surprisingly long way from perfection. 

The depth of dynamic development lavished on this 
hatchback is unprecedented - the gear linkage is а rod, not 
a cable to give that extra feeling of precision. That costs a 
small fortune and is unheard of at this price point. In fact, 
everywhere you look, the full toy cupboard has been 
thrown at it. So why during this development process 
didn’t someone say “Yes, the Drift mode is great fun, but 
the seating position is terrible, to the point that a normal 
human being struggles to get into a position where he or 
she can control the vehicle.” It’s a baffling oversight. 

You work around it — of course you do. Not wringing an 
RS to the limiter because the H-point is 23mm too high is 
sillier than declining free beer because you don’t like the 
glass it’s served in. This is a very fast car. Like all of these 
modern turbo installations, boost builds from nowhere 


ABARTH 
124 SPIDER 


ІСТЕ 
БЕ: RS _ 
~~ Price: £31,000 - 
Engine: 226lcc — 
turbocharged 4cyl, 
345bhp, 347lb ft 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, AWD 
Performance: 0—62mph 
іп 4.7ѕесѕ, Іботрһ 
Economy: 36./mpg, 
175g/km СО, 
Kerbweight: 1547kg 


and initial surge is so strong you wonder if it can maintain 
the push above 3,000rpm - which of course it can. 

The noise is good too - Га worried that losing a 
cylinder would make it all tuneless and harsh, but these 
newfangled intake resonators are making four-cylinder 
in-line motors quite musical. Throttle response is excellent 
and all that work massaging the gearshift to a more direct 
and robust place has resulted in a lever you can yank 
around as if you're a baddy in Dempsey and Makepeace. 

So I think the RS’s powertrain can support the hype in 
all but one respect — outright speed. It’s a fast car, but Га 
expected it to be faster. It’s supposed to be quicker than 
its great on-paper rival the Golf R, but I’m not sure it’s 
quicker at all and, jumping straight in the Golf Clubsport 
afterwards, it felt no less accelerative than the Ford. 

Issues lurk within the 4WD chassis too. Fundamentally, 
the RS is a safe-handling, grippy machine that in normal 
driving will only allow you close to its limits if you drive it 
like a prat. But the same can be said of any new car on sale, 
and that’s why we're at the Red Bull Ring - to see what 
happens when you approach and then exceed those limits. 
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Price: £29,365 
Engine: 1368cc 
~ turbocharged Acyl, 
T7Obhp, 184lb ft 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, RWD 
Performance: 0—62mph 
іп 6.8secs, |44mph 
Economy: 44.lmpg, 
148g/km CO, 
Kerbweight: 1060kg 
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So whose idea was it 
to include the Giulia in 
the “Sensibles” group? 





This is a special Ford, and it does support much of the 
hype surrounding it by being more than another 4WD 
hatchback. But, and this is a BIG but, in trying to be more 
adjustable and bring the rear axle into play more often 
than its rivals can boast, the car has become confused. 

I'll explain how. It's possible to oversteer this car under 
power alone. That is something quite special and clever, 
but it does feel very artificial - the differentials throw just 
enough torque at the rear tyres to make them break 
traction. It can be quite snappy and it doesn't last long. 

For me, it’s more marketing than actual talent. All those 
big smokey sliding photos you've seen on the web? Yep, 


they're done using a less subtle method. The age old “bung” 


where you enter with too much speed, back off the throttle 
and allow the sudden weight transfer to unstick the rear. 

This is where the RS becomes problematic, its inherent 
schizophrenia confuses the driver and, at times, the car 
itself because the car can't decide if it’s four-wheel-drive or 
rear-drive, or indeed a part front-wheel-drive. So at first it 
slews sideways, then the front axle decides that's all a bit 
childish and neutralises the slide, and then you pin the 
throttle - at which point, the drifty part of its chassis brain 
shouts YEEEEEHAAAA and it pitches itself into one of 
those electronically managed power slides that arrive 
bloody quickly, require prompt steering correction and 
then disappear as smartly as they arrived. 

Yes, it can be fun. And it's undeniably clever in the way 
it makes the car, at times, feel like something more than 


— snip- -crack | 
апа {пе engine iS) 
so damn potent 
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another mis-sold 4WD hatch that behaves like a front- 
driver. The brakes are good, the Michelins are excellent, 

I don’t especially like the way it looks and, in summary, 

I think it’s a very good car, but it’s over-hyped. 

Which is the opposite of how I feel about the Giulia. 

We filmed this car a few months ago and despite it being 
the best Alfa I’ve driven in years (© every motoring writer 
since the Alfasud died), I felt it lacked that last sparkle of 
excellence that makes the M3 and C63 stand out. But it lit 
up the RB Ring in ways I hadn't expected. 

Maybe the radii suited the chassis, perhaps the asphalt 
was just perfect for the Pirellis - but the Alfa was massively 
fast and grippy. But best of all it offered a variety of good 
stuff to different driver skill levels. Leave all the systems 
on and it will carve neat lines, resisting understeer in a way 
something weighing 1,580kg has no right to. The gearshift 
is snip-crack instant and the engine is so damn potent. 
There's some lag low down, but РЇЇ happily deal with that 
to experience the crazy levels of thrust above 3,500rpm. 
This thing munched the M4 GTS in a straight line. 

And when you wanted to behave like a moron, it 
was entirely complicit and felt brilliant. It's no great 
surprise that 443lb ft and rear-wheel drive equals a bonfire 
whenever you require it, and, yes, the locking differential 
can bea little slow on the uptake, but I just loved driving 
this car on this circuit. The optional carbon-ceramic 
brakes didn't fade, the motor kept pulling and I was left 
wondering if I really would have an M3 over a Giulia. 
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Part of the reason why I fell for the Honda when 
we filmed it for the television show was that it managed 
to draw me into the fun of driving it in a way its 
specification suggested was impossible. This is a virtual 
car, one that brakes by wire, throttles by wire and has 
electrically assisted steering. 

I saw some furrowed brows after people had driven 
it too - and I can understand why some of the TG crew 
didn’t ‘get’ the NSX because it takes a particular type of 
approach to get the best from it, and it just so happens 
that the worst possible preamble to doing this is driving 
the 488. The Ferrari is a car you can simply grab by the 
scruff and manhandle like some five-grand M3 - its 
approachability beggars belief. Try the same in the 
NSX, and the chassis will feel inert, the steering baffling 
and should you have all the chassis systems switched off 
it will seem the most spiteful thing since you last drove a 
BMW 2002 Turbo. In the snow. 

But slow everything down, get a feel for the torque 
delivery of that turbocharged V6 and the way the front 
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electric motors affect the chassis, and the NSX is pretty 
mind-blowing. And very, very fast. 

It doesn't have the outright pace of the 488 because 
its power-to-weight ratio is some way off, but being 
4WD it violently scoots from second-gear turns and 
does that oh-so-hybridy thing of feeling like it has an 
effective power band of 7,000rpm. Some people didn't 
like the fake noises being piped into the cabin, but I 
rather enjoy the screaming V6 sound at high revs and 
can't really decipher between what's real and what isn't. 
But I like Eighties pop outfit Go West, so my opinions 
on noise should probably be disregarded. 

Light steering doesn't help the sense of connection, 
nor do the nasty paddles which highlight the fact 
that the NSX responds more slowly to shift inputs 
than the other two. 

You can throw it around at quite indecent angles, 
but that's not really the car's natural behaviour. It 
shows its best when in Race mode and being driven 
hard and accurately - and that's when I found myself 





Ferrari has most driver-focused ja 
cabin. Wheel-mounted switchgear 
perfect for Fl driver fantasies 


enjoying it the most. Braking late, keeping the inputs 
smooth and being astounded by how the car’s clever 
torque-vectoring system somehow found grip at 
whichever corner it needed the stuff. 

To film some car-to-car video shots we used the 488 
to mount the camera. Ollie M drove the Ferrari and I was 
in the NSX, when we rolled back into the pits he was 
surprised at how hard he had to push to stay ahead of | | 
the Honda. It really is a mini Porsche 918, this car - its MR ت‎ ү 
performance and charms creep up on you over time. squishy and betray US origins 7 

Endearing itself to a new recipient is a much easier к 
game for the 5705, although, like the NSX, its seating 2 
position is a little too high. No matter: the steering 
wheel offers a massive range of adjustment and then 
you can settle back and enjoy what must be one of the 
better cabin designs in this test. Yes, the powertrain 
and chassis adjustment controls remain a touch 
unfathomable, and you still have to hold your left 
patella and recite a Robert Browning monologue 
before hitting the ‘off’ button to actually disengage 
the stability systems - which even then sometimes 
re-engage when they fancy it - but otherwise matters 
are pretty simple. 

I was blown away by this car when I first drove 
it last year. It lacked some of the 6505% otherworldly 
chassis behaviour over rough roads, but then the 
conventional springs and dampers gave a more 
connected feel and there was a greater sense of fun 
about the whole package: ultimate lap times had been 
sacrificed in the name of the slide and the smile. It 
was quite un-McLaren, and a welcome departure. 












You're waiting for the large BUT now, aren't you? 
Here it is: the 570S had two main problems around 
the Red Bull Ring - the first was the presence of big- 
brother 675LT, the other a certain red car of Italian 
origin. Everything it could do, both of them could do 
better and, most importantly for this particular driver, 
they made me smile more too. 

How $02 In isolation, the 570’s engine and gearbox 
are very talented, but after the Ferrari, there’s too 
much lag and then the mid-range builds so fearsomely 
that the final 1,500rpm are an anti-climax. The sound 
is more good than inspirational - slightly at odds with 
the actual acceleration, which can only be described 
as very impressive. So long as you haven’t just stepped 
out Of the Ferrari. - 


¬ 


But the 570 isn’t a direct rival to the 488 - it sits 
a price point lower and therefore shouldn’t have to 
worry. That much is true, but where the 570 struggles 
is at the very extremes of its dynamic behaviour - 


I know, that sounds so Autocar circa 1973, but bear 
with me. Turn-in is just a bit lazier, front-axle grip 
isn't quite what you'd hoped and then when you open 
the taps, the open differential doesn't quite give you 
that delicious sense of connection that makes you feel 
like you could place the car to within an inch. 

These are small details, and it's quite easy to 
explain them: everything I marked down on the 
570 is because it has been optimised for the road. 
The softer chassis means comfort, the reduction in 
overall grip means some fun at lower speeds. In fact 
had this test been conducted on the public highway, 
the 570 would have been in my top three. But it 
wasn't, so it isn't. We really are nasty people. 

On road or circuit, the 488 would have been at 
the very sharp end of this test. It operates at levels 
of excellence I find very hard to comprehend after 
20 years of driving fast cars for a living. But what 
really leaves you stammering for the next adjective 














М 


It shows ОП its best when in Race 
mode and driven hard and accurately 
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и | NE S LL LLL LLL LITT: HONDA 
——— > — 4886 (о . 910 NSX 
= Price: £183,984 Price: £143,250 Price: £137,950 
—— в зави" === Engine: 3902cc Engine: 3799cc Engine: 3493cc 
E шч twin-turbo V8, twin-turbo V8, twin-turbo V6, 
66lbhp, 5616 ft 562bhp, 443 ft 573bhp, 476lb ft 
-= Transmission: 7spd Transmission: 7spd Transmission: 9spd 
double-clutch, RWD double-clutch, RWD double-clutch, AWD 


Performance: 0—62mph Performance: 0-62mph Performance: 0-62mph 
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Say hello to 661bhp and 


205mph of ‘entry level’ pU | i Tally ho, rivals! 570S offers 
Ferrari. Say it politely | а stoutly British salute to its 


` Italian and Japanese rivals 





Having locked. Наггісіпа medium- 
sized toolchest, Tom Ford debates 
which supercar to nick first 
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Its like 
discovering 
yoUr earnest 
English 
teacher likes 
odM 


is the way it wends together a set of peerless dynamics 
which will coddle an amateur driver and can at any 
time become one of the most savage road cars ever 
made. This is Ferrari’s so-called entry-level berlinetta, 
and it will marmalise a McLaren F1 in a straight line. 
Switch off the traction control (a simple switch - please 
take note, McLaren) and it will pull full opposite-lock 
slides in fourth gear. 

The steering is definitely too light for me, and I still 
think the current generation of Ferrari road cars steer 
too quickly - a slower rack would make them easier on 
the road - and for some reason the steering wheel won't 
actually adjust back towards your chest quite far 
enough. But for negative criticism, that's about your lot. 
I'm trying to think of other bad things to say about the 
488, but I’m struggling. 

Let's bask in the good stuff, then: the turbocharging 
- hands-down the best turbo installation I've ever driven 
in that it feels boosted when you want it to (mid-range) 
and yet does the best impression of a normally aspirated 
motor in terms of throttle response and flywheel sag. 
Add in a set of intake and exhaust noises that I prefer to 
the old 458, and you have a very special powertrain. 





That isn't quite enough for the 488, mind. It pummels 
the opposition with straight-line speed that they cannot 
match, has the best paddle-shift change in the whole test 
and then perfectly integrates the whole caboodle with 
the most delightful mid-engined chassis I’ve driven. It 
doesn't really understeer, it has the most subtle chassis 
electronics and it flatters the less-experienced driver 
more elegantly than any other car here. 

With all the systems switched off, it's a properly 
wild ride too. I just love that breadth of character: it's 
like discovering your earnest English teacher lurks in 
S&M dungeons at weekends. I could place it more 
accurately than the 570 - because of the conventional 
locking differential - and the whole thing felt so, so 
strong. Ferrari used to appear at these tests with a van 
full of spares, a glut of laptops and some very worried 
faces. Now they send one bloke who seems far more 
concerned with the quality of his suntan as we wring 
his car out to the limiter in each and every gear. 

I suppose all I can say is that I rather miss not 
being able to change gear myself, a criticism I suspect 
one particular vehicle from another grouping will be 
keen to exploit. 


VW GOLF GTI CLUBSPORTS = 
Price: £22; 95 
Engine: 1984cc; 
turbocharged Acyl, 
306bhP: 280\b ft 
Transmission: 
бора manual, FWD 


Performance: 0-62гарһ 


іп 5.9 seconds, 155mph 


— Economy: 38.2MP9: 
172g/km CO» — 
Kerbweight: 1285kg 











Ls 
CLIO RENAULT SPORT А816 
Price: £35,000 est | 
Engine: 1998cc, | 
turbocharged Acyl, 
27\bhp. 265\b ft 
Transmission: 
6spd manual, FWD 
Performance: 0—-62mph | 
in 5.5 seconds. 155mph 
Economy: n/a mp9: 
n/a g/km СО; 


Kerbweight: 1200kg 


FORD FIESTA ST 200 
Price: £22,895 
Engine: 1596сс, 
turbocharged Acyl 
| 9/опр, До it — 
- Transmission: 
6spd manual, 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in 6.7 seconds, 143mph 
Economy: 4 .3mpg, 
140g/km СО; 
Kerbweight: 1163kg 
, E o. E lE X 
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ere we tO anthropomorphise 
these little hellraisers, I 
suspect the Fiesta ST would 
| be spying this new Renault 
RS16 with mixed emotions: 
On one hand it would be а 
little bit concerned that its supposedly class- 
leading 197bhp was looking decidedly flaccid compared to 
the Renault’s comical 27 1bhp. On the other, if Ford hadn't 
done such à fantastic job of the Fiesta ST and completely 
stolen the Clio 2006 thunder, Renault might not have 
needed to respond with such à direct statement of intent. 

1 don't need to spend much time talking about the 51 
because it is one of the standout cars in this test. It doesn't 
have the расе to come alive on а circuit this wide and fast, 
but its fundamentals are superb 7 the rear is mobile enough 
го navigate the funjfear divide and the whole package just 
seems tO buzz with excitement. Like the McLaren 5709. 1t 
feels like a road car trying tO do its best work on а circuit, 
which kind of precludes it getting into the last few, but that 
doesn't stop it being, within its peer group, 4 clear leader. 

Does bunging 2 Megane 275 motor and a manual 
gearbox into a Clio suddenly make it the finest hot hatch 
ever made? 1 genuinely can't answer that, because this was 
а development machine and therefore some way from being 
a finished production car, but 1 сап tell you the following. 

106 very fast, but not as loopy 4 you may expect because 
the new Clio ig about the same size as a Ford Granada. The 
manual gearbox is a blessed relief after the paddle-only 
situation of the standard cat, and if Renault intends on 
building this, it needs to be less cautious with the chassis. 

By that, Î mean the car needs to have 4 livelier rear end 
and feel less grown-up. The motor hisses and parps like 
a loon, but the chassis 15 SO composed and capable that 
it rather sanitises the fireworks. 1 hate telling people how 
to do their job, but if I were Renault, that’s what Га do. 
Oh, and add some angry, visible exhaust outlets too. 

But I don't run а car company, and if 1 did, it would be 
insolvent within weeks, 50 Renault will wisely ignore 
my thoughts on the subject and do what it sees fit. 

Perhaps it should follow Volkswagen's lead? Hell-bent 
on making the upper reaches of the Golf range even more 
confusing, it has given u5 the GTI Clubsport S. A fast Golf 
which appears t9 be about as expensive as the supposedly 
more expensive; more-wheel-drive and generally prilliant 
Golf R. When 1 first read about this thing, 1 assumed it 
was simply the product of Mr Piéch's impish desire to rob 
Honda of а Nürburgring lap record. A pointless, two- 
seater folly. Wrong again, Harris. 

This is one of the best cars here. It is overspilling with 
character, it reminds me why I love aggressive front-drive 
chassis and in this stripped-out track spec and running 
Michelin Cup rubber, it is crazy fast. Torque steer is better 
controlled than in the Clio, traction 15 better 100 and the 
gearshift has that rare positivity which invites you to bea 
little bit brutal with it. 

[ama hot-hatch obsessive; and have never found 
VW's offerings that interesting. This car continues а DNA 
strand founded by the great French hatches of the Eighties 
_ unashamedly childish and enjoyable, desperate to draw 
the driver into the fun. Га have one over the Focus RS. 
pidn’t think ра ever type that. 
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М2. AUDI TT RS JAGUAR F-TYPE SVR PORSCHE 911R 
£44,080 Price: £51,800 Price: £111,000 Price: £136,901 




















gine: 2979cc Engine: 2480cc Engine: 5000cc Engine: 3996cc 
twin-turbo Vi turbocharged 6су|, turbocharged 5cyl, s’charged V8, flat-six, 
_ 5O03bhp, 516lb ft 365bhp, 36916 ft 395bhp, 35416 ft 567bhp, 5166 ft 493bhp, 339|b ft 


Transmission: Transmission: Transmission: /spd Transmission: Transmission: 
7spd auto бѕра manual double-clutch 8spd auto 65ра manual 
Performance: 0-62трһҺ Performance: 0-62mph Performance: 0—62mph Performance: 0-62mph Performance: 0-62mph 
in 3.9 seconds, 155mph in 4.5 seconds, 155mph in 3.7 seconds, 174mph in 3.7 seconds, 200mph in 3.8 seconds, 201mph 
Economy: 32.8mpg, Economy: 33.2mpg, Economy: 34.4mpg, Economy: 25.Отра, Economy: 21.2mpg, 
200g/km CO, 199g/km CO, 187g/km CO, 269g/km СО, 308g/km CO, 


Kerbweight: 1800kg Kerbweight: 1570kg Kerbweight: 1440kg Kerbweight: 1705kg Kerbweight: 1445kg 


\\/ по needs rear doors when you have cars this good’: 


eing a male of the species, Iam a 
creature of habit and therefore find 
any upsetting of the status quo 
badly destabilising. The keystones 


of stability are assumed knowledge: 


that politicians will disappoint, 

that Lewis or Nico will win and that the Audi TT is a 
Golf-based fashion item for those who have no idea 
about, or interest in, motor vehicles. And the TT RS 
is just an unpleasantly fast and harsh version of it. 

Selfishly, Audi has taken it upon itself to 
completely unbalance the firmaments by making a 
TT that people who like driving might actually like 
driving - but looking at what VW manages to make 
of the same platform with the Golf, I suppose we 
shouldn’t be too surprised that even Audi’s patchy 
RS department has delivered something a bit special. 

Rarely is a modern car so dominated by its engine, 
and rarely is that engine so impressive and enjoyable. 


I thought TTs were supposed to mince about with 
200-odd horsepower, but this thing has 400bhp 
— that’s more than a Ferrari Testarossa. And it feels 
like four hundred too - the boost surges from around 
2,500rpm and then it shrieks to the limiter doing a 
passable impression of Hannu Mikkola’s quattro S1 
from 1986. It’s one of the best noises in the car world, 
and it seems slightly odd emanating from a TT, but 
the world is a better place because of this engine. 
The TT understeers less than the RS3, its optional 
carbon-ceramic brakes are very strong and the pedal 
isn't over-sensitive in the Audi tradition. I find it very 
strange that a company as expert in managing the 
core DNA of its individual brands as Volkswagen 
now makes an Audi TT with the most exciting engine 
in its class, and a Porsche Boxster with the most 
dreary motor imaginable. Shouldn’t it be the other 
way around? Either way, I viewed drivers of the last 
TT RS with the suspicion I reserve for oversized 
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wristwatches; this time I would advise anyone looking 
for this type of car to go and try one immediately. 
Wonder if the ride is OK on UK roads? 

For similar money, BMW won't sell you an M2 - 
which is a crying shame because, as you probably 
already know, it’s a crackerjack of a car that embodies 
all that is right about driving and BMW’s ability to 
make stuff for people like you and me. 

It felt a little underpowered at times around the Red 
Bull Ring, but only in the perfectly pointless context 
of trying to instigate and maintain a third gear 75mph 
uphill drift. Otherwise this car competes with the Golf 
and Fiesta for sheer force of personality. The inherent 
rightness of the package — size, potency, orientation, 
grip - makes for a driving experience that leaves 
you wondering what more you could possibly want. 
Actually, I'm a fussy git, so Га ideally like bigger 
brakes, more poke and a more supportive driver’s 
seat. And BMW would tell me to buy an M3. 

And despite this being such a fun machine, I think 
I would still have an M3 instead. People are paying 
a premium for M2s in the UK that makes them more 
expensive than the faster, even more capable M3, and 
that’s just silly. But unlike the Focus RS, the M2 does 
live up to all the hype. 

Jaguar is charging £111,000 for its new F-Type SVR, 
which does seem an awful lot of money for something 
that looks so familiar, doesn’t offer that much more 
performance than an R and is tainted by one of the 
more laughable aerofoils seen since Richard Grant shut 
up shop. It’s a heavy car too - it may be all-aluminium, 
but this thing is 230kg heavier than the 488, which is a 
significant amount. 


таке а great г noise, па 
itself E with startling speed" 
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It hangs together pretty well on the circuit - a 
2WD version would be more amusing for bonfiring the 
rear rubber, but those early F-Type Rs were laughable 
in traction zones and hopeless on wet roads. I don’t 
often say this, but I think a set of front driveshafts has 
transformed the Jag — yes, it was amusingly sideways 
before, but now it has real all-weather pace and it will 
scoot around this circuit impressively fast, lap after lap 
without cooking its brakes. 

There’s no great sense of connection though, the 
brake pedal is pretty numb, as is the steering, but ’m not 
sure that matters. It isn’t a track car, nor does it pretend 
to be one. But were you to ask me which car Га most like 
to drive back from Austria to the UK, this might well have 
been it. Luckily you can delete that nasty little spoiler. 

While I was in a deleting mood, Га probably remove 
the first-edition matt paintwork on this C63 coupe, but 
wouldn’t need to alter much else. Merc-AMG is on a roll 
at the moment and I think a good part of the reason why 
is that the C63’s charms are more obvious and accessible 
than an M3's. It's a small muscle car that makes a great 
noise, fires itself along with startling speed and can 
hustle a fast, accurate lap whenever you require it. 

Trouble is, you won't require such civilised behaviour 
very often once you've sampled what this thing can do 
with the traction switched “off”. If there was a favourite 
drift machine for the children of the TopGear office, 
then this was it. The C63 was constantly and spuriously 
being used to ferry photographers and videographers to 
points on the circuit, so that its helpful driver could then 
skid the sizzle out of it on the way there and back. It's 
that kind of car. Straightforward, charming and very 
very fast. Daily life with one would be a pleasure. 
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—— Guys HARRIS ON THE MERCEDES-AMG С6З EDI 


Wondering what you get for your 
£77,540 in the Merc-AMG C63? 
Yellow stitching and much fast 


TopGear makes the case 
for synchronised sliding to 
be made an Olympic sport 





So is it any good? Has Porsche delivered on the hype 
surrounding the 911R, or does it just remind us that 
the GT3 RS with its paddles and wings plots the more 
sensible and enjoyable path forward for fast road and 
track cars? Of course it has. The 911R is a masterpiece. 
It’s a simple car that delivers simple thrills, but does so 
with the finest ingredients: in a sea of turbocharging 
and self-shifting transmissions, it is a joy to be testing 
anew 911 in the year 2016 that offers three pedals and 
nothing more than atmospheric intake pressure. 

The engine is a masterpiece, but we already knew 
that from the RS. Removing grip and adding some 




















compliance has made the car more playful on a = - 

circuit, but that outcome was also no great surprise. | 
А М2 indulges in the only 

No, what comes as a real shock is how much more о ECTS, 

accelerative the car feels in the gears than ап RS - acceptable these days 

proving that the power loss in the dual-clutch gearbox к = 


must be significant. I just didn’t tire of lapping this 
wonderful car. Like all 911s, it wants to understeer 
in the first phase of a turn, but you have so many 
options to neutralise that behaviour, deliberately 
rotating the rear or adding a decent scoop of power, 
that you find yourself constantly playing with it. 

The driving position is spot-on, the retro touches 
are perfectly blended with the modern 911 notes and, 
on account of the rear steering, the turning circle 
would shame a Fiesta. But they’re all sold, and I fear 
those who are fuelling a crazy overs market for these 
cars might get a little burned when the facelifted 
GT3 arrives next year. And, yes, I am still mighty 
sour that they wouldn’t sell me one! 


- sa simple HE 4 
ШИ”) car thot | 
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ingredients 1 


RIS HARRIS ON THE 
PORSCHE 911К 
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Weve done all the sensible stuff. Now its time to get the big guns out 
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ome nutter is allegedly making 
a road kit for the Vulcan. If 
this is true (and I sincerely 
hope that it is), then I would 
like to make a few suggestions. 
First, fit an industrial 
aircon unit. Preferably one you see on the side of 
a large hotel. I think Mitsubishi makes them. Stash 
it behind the seats. Get one of those rear camera 
systems fitted. And as for the hi-fi - best speak to 
the people who speakered-up Knebworth back in 
1996 - otherwise the occupants won't be able to 
hear a thing. Oh, and a cooling fan would be handy. 
Otherwise, I can quite see - zero turning circle 
and marginal ground clearance notwithstanding - 
how one might want to “road” one's Vulcan. Trawl 
through Chelsea in this and no one would even 
notice Mila Kunis driving a LaFerrari Aperta 
behind you. In the buff. 
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The Vulcan driving experience is, 
simultaneously, unexpectedly violent and 
unexpectedly placid. The vast normally aspirated 
820bhp V12 doesn’t bungee you into the near 
distance the way the 488’s turbo motor does, 
instead it builds and screams beyond 7,000rpm in 
a manner that alone probably justifies the £1.8m 
pricetag. The chassis is similarly benign - so long 
as you accept that cold slicks, all that power and 
injudicious use of the right foot has inevitable 
consequences. The long wheelbase and sensible 
steering ratio mean that you quickly find yourself 
reducing the traction control intervention on 
the steering wheel and then nipping away at little 
slides with opposite lock. It’s all quite serene, in a 
shatteringly loud kind of way. 

But the brakes are not serene. By way of an 
experiment I plonked Mr Charles Turner, the 
editor, into the passenger seat and watched his 





body slam against the belt in each deceleration 
zone. They’re just astonishingly strong, and of 
course when you're running slicks you can use 

all of that extra mechanical grip to further 

squish yours and your passenger’s vital organs. 
The Vulcan drives gently away from the 488 in a 
straight line - the difference would probably leave 
a few people unimpressed by the Aston's claimed 
820bhp, but it can brake 50 metres later. 

Then you take into account the downforce 
and the low-speed grip and you have a racing car 
looking for a race series. Lapping this thing is a 
tonic. I could do it for days. But it couldn't really 
make the final selection because I can't really 
see how Wookie could take it for a blast up in them 
Alps. Sorry, Wook. 

I am less enthusiastic about the little GT8 
Aston. It's a collector's item really - a set of 
beautiful clothes covering a pretty average 











dynamic package which does at least have a manual 
transmission. There’s nothing unpleasant about the 
GT8, it just feels slow and a little undernourished. 
The balance is good front-to-rear, the brakes are 
fine and the noise is plain naughty. 

Га just be a little weary of signalling my 
arrival at decibel levels not heard since Concorde 
was grounded when in reality I knew that an M2 
would leave me looking a bit silly between any 
two roundabouts. But it’s so pretty І сап see why 
people will want опе. Ме? Га take a manual V12 
Vantage S all day long. 

As a devout supporter of the turbocharged 
M3/M4, I should have been completely entranced 
by this GTS version, but the reality was a long way 
from the expectation. It was my biggest 
disappointment of the whole test. 

Maybe I was in an odd mood, or my inputs 
didn’t work with the car, but it never came alive 





Ah, the early-morning mist is so 
romantic... smoky burnouts? In the 
Vulcan? Мо, we wouldn’t do that 
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on the track in the way Га hoped. The brakes 
were good and strong and offered good feel, but 
from then on the GTS was mostly aloof. The 
steering felt more inert than the standard car’s, 
the Michelin Cup Zs never quite bit and gripped 
as Га expected and then there was the power 
delivery. Boasting a sizeable 62bhp increase over 
the standard M3 I'd expected this thing to launch 
itself up the straights in a way that would leave 
other similar cars in the test seeming badly 
underpowered. The opposite was true: the Alfa 
felt way more potent and even the M2 didn’t feel 
that much slower. 

Was the car fully healthy? I’m not sure. The 
chassis balance wasn't great, either - too much 
understeer in the first instance and then quite wild 
oversteer as you attempted to power through it 
- but once it was sat at full yaw it never felt as 
settled and easy-going as the Alfa or the C63. 

Now I’m sure that ardent track-day fans will 
benefit from the multiple modifications that 
allow the GTS to withstand serious track use, 
but as a road car Га just have a standard car 
with the silly exhaust. As for comparisons with 





the 991 GT3 RS, don't even go there the 
Porsche would chew this thing up and spit it 
out. I was so looking forward to the GTS, I just 
hope I caught it on a bad day. 

McLaren 675LTs don't have bad days, in my 
experience. The great advantage of basing your 
car around a carbon tub is that you don't need to 
stress the roof panel too much and therefore your 
convertible version is barely any more bendy than 
the coupe. Hence the 675LT Spider feeling near 
identical to its coupe relative. 

Step from the 488 after a fast lap, and it's 
difficult to conceive of anything that could possibly 
accelerate faster, but the 675LT is faster still. It's 
turbocharging is less subtle, but whereas the lag in 
the 5705 highlights a slight lack of top end, the LT 
erupts in the low threes and then the needle keeps 
zipping into the red zone as you occasionally cast 
a disbelieving glance at the numbers registering on 
the speedometer. I don't think an LT gives much 
away to a Veyron in a straight line, and I love what's 
now becoming a distinctive McLaren set of intake 
and exhaust notes - it wheezes along like nothing 
else in this test. 





Carbon trim looked a lot more 
fingerprinty after everyone 
had crisps at lunchtime 


McCabin is mainly 
black, with black 
highlights and red needles 
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You can’t throw it about with quite the same 
level of silly abandon as the 488 - it takes some 
time to feel a route into the way the chassis 
allows or punishes slip and slide. With the ESP 
set to the Sport mode, the interventions are 
beautifully controlled, and even average drivers 
will feel their inner Jenson preening itself. The 
675 is keener to rotate on a trailing throttle 
than the 488 and, of course, not having a 
mechanical locking differential marks it down, 
despite the fact that McLaren’s boffins have 
made their software-derived solution very, 
very impressive. I just wish the car had a 
proper diff. It’s so exciting it deserves one. 

The brakes are better than the Ferrari’s. 

I just felt I could get a better weight transfer 


onto the front axle, and the pedal weighting · 
was more intuitive. The seat was better than 
the 488's and it was ultimately a faster car, but 
then we'll need to see what Ferrari does with 
the faster 488 version that must be arriving 
pretty soon to draw a fairer conclusion. The 
LT only loses out to the 488 in a few areas, 
and that’s an astonishing achievement, given 
how young the company is. А 
Perhaps even more impressive than the LT’s 
track performance is the knowledge that its 
clever cross-linked hydraulic suspension can 
slacken itself at the push of a button and allow 
a level of ride comfort that nothing else in its 
class can match. That’s a trick I suspect Tom 
Ford is about to enjoy very much indeed. Ё 








МИ BMW 
675LT SPIDER о о Б 
Price: £285,450 — . Price: £121,780 
Engine: 3799cc Engine: 2979cc 


"A ا‎ V8, 
.666Бһр, 5166 ft 
Transmission: 75=ра > 
— dual-clutch,RWD = 
Performance: 0—62 mph. 
in 2.9 seconds, 203mph 2 jn 3.8 seconds, 190mph 
Economy: 24.2mpg. J^ f Economy: 34.0mpg, 
275g/km CO, Jt uh 199g/km CO, 
Kerbweight: 1270kg кг ı Kerbweight: 1510kg 


_ 493bhp, 443lb ft 
Transmission: 7spd 
_ dual-clutch, RWD 
Performance: 0—62mph 


twin-turbo straight-six, 


т —— 


ASTON MARTIN ASTON MARTIN 
VANTAGE GT8 VULCAN E 
Price: £165,000 Price: £1,800,000 
Engine: 4735cc Engine: 6940cc 
V8, 440bhp, V12, 820bhp, 
36llb ft 575 ft 
Transmission: 6spd Transmission: бѕра 
manual, RWD seq manual, RWD 
Performance: 0-62mph Performance: 0-62mph 
іп 4.6 seconds, 180mph їп 2.8 seconds, 205mph 
Economy: n/a mpg, Economy: n/a mpg, 
2999/кт СО, п/а g/km CO, 
Kerbweight: 1523kg Kerbweight: 1350kg 
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А NASCAR? Оп a track with actual corners? 
You better believe it. Time to teach those FI 
boys how to make some noise 


WORDS: JACK ВІХИ PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK FAGELSON а ROWAN HORNCASTLE 
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Cliches such as its fans are all Trump-worshipping, 
Coors-guzzling rednecks with Confederate flag tattoos. 
Or that the technology is so Stone Age, it makes a ride-on 
lawnmower look like VSS Unity. Or that the tracks are 
ovals because Americans can’t remember to turn right 

as well as left. But not me. Nope. I would never stoop that 
low. Especially as Рт currently sitting in the belly of the 
world’s angriest car, and everything has just become very 
serious indeed. The vibrations are making my eyeballs 
rattle around in their sockets, Tm uncomfortably hot, my 
head is throbbing and my nerves are frayed to the point 
that if there wasn’t netting covering the windows, I would 
happily paint some new graphics down the side of the car. 


EF 
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Not that I'm complaining, you understand. This is, 
without question, the most excited I’ve ever been while 
simultaneously contemplating my imminent and certain 
death. For this will be no sanitised ride-along. I shall have 
no sighter laps or tuition from the passenger seat. m 
being sent out on one of Fl's most undulating tracks in 
a NASCAR with little more than a slap on the back and 
a double thumbs-up. To be fair, having posted myself 
through the window with all the grace of a drunken 
baboon, there was a briefing on how to operate it. It went 
something like this: *Don't worry about all those buttons. 
Flick that to turn it on, keep your eye on the water 
temperature and you can flat shift on the way up, but wait 
for the revs to fall on the way down." And that's it. The 
whole shebang. Ikea coffee tables have more instructions. 

But isn't that the beauty of it all? If an ape like me can 
jump in and get it within two minutes, even the bloke with 
his beer-dispensing Viking helmet in row Z will have a 
loose grasp on how things work and what's going on. If 
you ignore the peripheries: the net windows (invented 
by The King, Richard Petty, to stop flailing arms from 
being snapped-off in a barrel-roll situation - thanks, Mr 
Petty), the five-point harnesses, the roll cage, the exposed 
wiring everywhere, it works, by and large, like an Avensis 
diesel. There are three pedals, a steering wheel and a 
four-speed-plus-reverse H-pattern manual gearbox. 
Admittedly, the oil requires 10 minutes of warming 
through, but even that process is wonderfully archaic 
- you simply jack up the rear wheels and rev the arse... 
sorry, butt... off it, creating a noise so mighty that you 
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SPEED 
WEEN TG 


ЕТЕ can't help but stand there j ^ ar 
and giggle, while blood в ІХ 
trickles from your 
perforated eardrums. 

So, the oil is warmed, a 
quivering driver is attached and the track is clear. Just 
time for a few last-minute pointers from Bernhard 
Auinger, boss of Driving Experiences at the Red Bull 
Ring: “OK, you're all set, enjoy yourself out there. Just 

— = | remember that the brakes aren’t great, plus there’s a 

ананды lot of front-bias to help with burnouts, and there’s по 

Rix-Rix Jnr gets ready ™ : А 

F toshake"and bake ABS and no traction control either. Oh, and watch out 
on the first two laps while the tyres are cold, it will 
want to oversteer. Everywhere. And it’s a heavy thing so 
there’s quite a bit of bodyroll, and the clutch is seriously 
snatchy - try not to stall.” Is that all, Bernhard? Why 
don't you throw a few tarantulas into my racesuit while 
you're at it, you know, to keep me on my toes? 

Just to reiterate, this isn't some decaf replica, it's as 
real as NASCARS get. This particular Camry was driven 
by Brian Vickers in the 2011 Sprint Cup Series for Red 
Bull Racing - the same year that Red Bull pulled out of 
NASCAR (I’m assured it wasn’t the car's fault). At over 
five metres long and 1,850kg, it's roughly the size and 
weight of a BMW 7-Series, but powered by a 5.5-litre 
V8 (naturally aspirated, of course) producing around 
700bhp. In race trim, the V8 would have revved to 

| 8,000rpm, with a top speed approaching 200mph, but 

| а. Emm reatores our vehicle has a handful of necessary modifications for 

unconventional ‘right-hand its new life deafening and choking crowds, and scaring 
the bejesus out of paying punters, at the Ring. 

The rev limit is set to 7,000rpm, de-stressing the 
engine and prolonging its life indefinitely, while the cross 
weighting that helped it turn left on an oval, has been 
removed. There are shorter gear ratios - dropping the 
top speed to 142mph, but giving it a lot more snap out of 
tight bends - and the suspension has been softened up so 
the car moves around a bit more, essential for hamming 
it up on demo runs. It also has smoke cannons fitted at 
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Now go drive it. 
All of it... 


Somewhere within the RBR complex is a 
building called the “Toybox”. It’s home to 
the mighty Camry, a load of KTM X-Bows, 

a Formula Renault or two and much besides. 
And you can pay to have a go in most of them, 
although for some — like the NASCAR - you'll 
have to settle for a passenger ride. Boo. 
Driving experiences range from off-road stuff 
to go-karts, rally-spec Evos and single seaters. 
Five laps ina KTM X-Bow is €205, while a go in 
a fairly serious Formula Renault 3.5 will cost 
you at least €4,750. 
www.projekt-spielberg.com 
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Ride from: 


Ride fram: 


Ride from: 





Drive from: 


“Before | know it, I’m butting the 
——__ limiter in fourth along the top straight” 


Drive from: 







Ride from: 





Drive from: 


` SPEED 
НУ 


Ж 
АСК 
ІХ 








J 
R 





i Rix-Rix Jnr refuels 
1 with NASCAR's isotonic 
snack of choice 








-but beautifully short and tight shift action, you пееато 00 | P the outside of Rowdy Burns. I drop the. 





be reaching for the next. Feed the throttle in and low- - " | 4 of turn two and Рт Ricky Bobby at the Talladega SUO NT 
|.  . Speed truculence clears the way for ridiculous mid-range | JM AQ n And anyone that says my entire NASCAR knowledge 

punch and a furious top end. And the noise "CUI = = э _ comes from watching films is a goddamn liar. 

through my helmet and earplugs - is terrifying. A V8 n => س‎ If there’s one thing ГЇЇ take away from this, besides 


bass line with lead guitar played by gnashing metal and 
hot gas. If you took America and distilled it into a single 
soundbite, it’s playing out the side exhausts now. 
Approaching and into the corners, the Atom 
comparison begins to dissolve. The biggest issue is the 
brakes - they're upgraded over the original racer, but 
still struggle to deliver any meaningful bite. You have to 
hit them early to give yourself any chance, so I quickly 


tinnitus, it's that, yes, there's some truth in those vicious 
NASCAR stereotypes, but there's nothing wrong with 
that. While FT's job description is to be the technical 
pinnacle of land-based transport, NASCARs is to be as 
loud, fast, dangerous and straightforward as possible, 
and isn't that the essence of what racing fans actually 
want? That's it, you can keep your KERS and super-softs, 
I'm off to get a beer and a tattoo. ЁЁ 




















his was the Osterreichring in 1974. It 
was a fast, frightening circuit. Local hero 
Niki Lauda punted his Ferrari 312T around 
here at an average speed of nearly 140mph. 
Twelve years later, after a chicane had been 
installed to slow things down, Nelson 
Piquet had reduced the lap record by a further 11 seconds, 
the average speed climbing to 159.4mph. 

Apart from the chicane, there wasn’t a slow corner in the 
place - all were third-gear or above when cars only had five. 
So the fact the Osterreichring was heavily modified (in 1996 
when it became the Al-Ring and again in 2011 with Red Bull) 
to comply with new F1 safety standards actually suits our 
needs very well. For fast laps in road cars, the Red Bull Ring 
is close to perfect. Only nine corners long, yet each works hard 
and offers something unique. 


ШШ 
ІНІН 









РНР. ДЕ 


i a 


The huge elevation change (in F1 only Spa has more) 
means there are significant uphill and downhill braking 
zones, plus plenty of camber changes. The long downhill 
sweep of Turn 5 is heart-in-mouth, as is the blind entry to 
Rindt (Turn 8). Each has its own challenges. And the speeds? 
Well, turning into Rindt at 90mph never felt slow... 

That's not to say we wouldn't be happy if what Lewis 
Hamilton called “The best news I’ve probably heard in F1 
for a long time" came to fruition and the Red Bull Ring was 
extended to incorporate the old Westschleife section. It's at 
the planning stage, but it would be great news for F1 if it did 
get the chance to recapture some of the circuit's former glory. 

In the meantime, surrounded by stunning Austrian 
mountains and with the world famous AirPower show taking 
place at the Zeltweg airfield opposite, we didn't have much 
cause for complaint this year. 


Two chicanes 
added to the high- 
speed circuit to 
slow cars, following 
deaths including 
Mark Donohue 


Circuit first opened, 
replacing the 
Zeltweg airfield 
track, which only 
hosted a Grand Prix 
once, in 1964 
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After a five- 
year hiatus, F1 
returned to a much 
shortened 2.7-mile 
track, renamed 
the Al-Ring 


After Fl funding 
collapsed, Red Bull 
bought the circuit 
and set about a 
full modernisation 
programme 


Three years after 
it reopened for 
racing, Fl returned 
to the Red Bull 
Ring. Merc's 
Nico Rosberg won 


News leaks that 
Mateschitz wants 
to rebuild the 
fabled Westschleife 
section. Watch 
this space... 





= 
О 
rr 
- 
= 
п 
ge 
| 
к 
ш 
O 
л 
ш 
о 
< 
2 









"я Jed Dl жағы 


START/ 
FINISH 





freRer nol von Osten X. 





E 


TopGear's night-time HO: part 
the superb Red Bull Ring facilities” 
Though we doubt Lewis stays ere 
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n Norris ably demonstrati 
why many people at the RBR a 
irrationally scared of evil clowns 
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Formula One 
30 June — 2 July 





Moto GP (11-13 August) 


www.projekt-spielberg.com 
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Videographer David Hale at work. 
Next time we sincerely hope he'll 
remember to press "record" 
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Behind the scenes 
ORK HARD 


It might look like we just turned up to 
the Red Bull Ring and released Chris 
Harris from Planet Oversteer, but a 
lot of work went into the planning, 
organisation and execution of 

such a massive photoshoot. The 
TopGear team would like to 

thank everyone involved for 

their work, commitment 

and happy faces. It couldn’t 

happen without you all. 


elling light. Just out of 
ack lorry full of crisps 
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Consensus — when dealing with a stroppy group 
of TopGear men-children and an eye-wateringly 
shiny toybox of the best fast cars on the planet 
— is understandably fairly hard to come by. 
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But without sounding like the worst kind of magnolia 

cop-out this side of a YouTube product “review”, the phalanx 
of brilliance that showed up to the Red Bull Ring didn’t actually 
contain many obvious turnips. Yes, the Fiat 124 felt a little 
flat-footed at the track, and the M4 GTS provided such a 
spectacular mismatch of orange-accented mouth versus 
trousers we suspected it might have some sort of mechanical 
flu, but generally, every single car that turned up had 

someone making a decent case for why it should win. 

Trouble is, harshly winnowing the full list of 18 into a 
shortlist of 16 just didn’t feel like we were doing our job 
properly, and while there are many very good reasons for not 
wanting to be Chris Harris, this is a big one: having a casting 
vote on what goes through comes with the kind of pressure that 
would give any right-thinking individual a nosebleed. It’s like 
choosing which finger you'd least like to lose. But hard decisions 
had to be made, and made they were. In no particular order, the 
cars that impressed us most over the past few days are: Ferrari 
488, McLaren 675LT Spider, VW Golf Clubsport S, Alfa Romeo 
Giulia QV and Porsche 911R. Serious stuff. 

For a final showdown, we take them back onto the road, 
where there are hedges, ditches, traffic and serious-faced police 
officers, to get a better idea of what they might be like in the 
real world, together, on the same roads on the same day. After 
all, we’re looking for a performance car, not a track special 
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(hence why the track-only Vulcan isn’t present), and although 
the circuit allows us to push these kinds of cars to the limit 

in relative safety, what works on the smooth tarmac of a race 
track might not make the same impression when there are 
bumps, potholes and a distinct lack of gravel traps. Reality 
bites, and Austrian roads have plenty of teeth. 

As for a venue, it didn’t take long to decide where we’d be 
heading. The Rechberg Hillclimb is an hour or so away from the 
Red Bull Ring, an official round of the FIA European Hillclimb 
Championship, it also happens to be one of Austria’s most 
beloved motorsports events. It’s not hard to see why; located 
between the sleepy villages of Tulwitz and Rechbergdorf, the 
Rechberg Rennen on the B64 is five kilometres of strange little 
perfection annually and briefly populated by hundreds of racing 
cars of every stripe, from monstrous single-seaters to classics 
to Time Attack prototypes. A few endless corners, a big hill and 
several wince-inducing drops - the majority of whose drama 
develops in a spectator-friendly natural amphitheatre of a 
pretty little valley - means that this is the perfect place to see 
if our culled group of fast things is up to the job. And which 
one might be just that little bit more equal than the others. 

The drive over is instructive in itself. It’s an odd little 
convoy, the Ferrari and McLaren low-slung and showy, the 
Porsche, Golf and Giulia less visually insistent, but no less 
handsome. The Alfa no longer looks fat - it managed to look a 











































little bit doughy on the track, especially in white - the Golf 
as sharp and clean as a hatchback gets. The 911R, for all its 
showboating stripes, just looks like a well-specced 911, and 
for that it’s hard not to love it. And all five are docile and 
easy to drive. No chuntering paddleshifts, no switchblade 
controls. Yes, you might have to take extra time pulling out 
of spaces in the supercars, and no, they’re not the easiest 
to navigate through towns, but gone are the days that this 
amount of speedy potential means that you couldn’t 
commute in any of them. But that’s not what we’re here for, 
so we'll begin with the most approachable of the group. 
The Golf Clubsport S is, bluntly, one of my favourite 
cars of the year. It's manic, playful, exciting, energetic 
and a bit mad. Most of the things you wouldn't expect 
from a VW Golf. It’s more fun than the ballistic - and 
determinedly AWD - Golf R, can be flung around a track 
providing lift-off and momentum-induced oversteer, and 
yet when you're being neat, provides the kind of rapid 
security that means you can really, really annoy people 
with much more expensive sports cars. On a real road, 
it's hard to fault; the re-tuned XDS front differential means 
that it pinions itself into a hairpin and simply refuses 
to let go. Front-wheel-drive understeer? It's virtually 
non-existent. Decent soundtrack? Hardworking engine? 
Satisfying manual 'box? Tick, tick and tick. Га be tempted 
= by the straight Clubsport simply because it reinstates the 
a — iri back seats for über-Golf practicality, but as a hatch that 
| * deals with 99 per cent of what you need from a one-size- 
fits-all fast thing, it cannot be beaten. Unfortunately, we’re 


Usually held at the end historic rally cars climb 

of April every year, the up through the hairpins, 
Rechberg Rennen hillclimb screaming ур past а series 
is an accredited round of of spectator-friendly grass 
the FIA European Hillclimb banks. It’s Austria’s second 
Championship, and biggest motorsport event 


“A tunnel. Sshhh : А 5 
PRESSIUS not looking for such democratic delivery. The Golf, for all 


down. Only polite" | it's brilliance, isn't the best car here. 


contested by a whole host after the Fl and worth a 
of mental machinery. trip. Head to the Próllhofer 





Everything from single- guest house on the second 
seater hillclimb specials to hairpin for excellent lunch. 
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The perfect five-car garage 
for the driver with a morbid 
fear of being overtaken 
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The Ferrari - undoubtedly - feels like the best car. Until 
you drive the McLaren, which then becomes the best car. At 
which point you try to chase Ollie Marriage in the Ferrari, 
and get a bit dizzy. Drivable they may be, but once you put 
these cars in a real-world context and have trees flickering 
through your peripheral vision, you realise just how 
monstrously quick the LT and 488 really are. The best 
bit? Like the Golf, they breed confidence. Not quite the 
familiarity and instant bond of the VW, but twiddle the 
right settings, and neither feels like it wants to skin you 
alive. Both have cast-iron trustworthy front ends, both bite 
down into the tarmac like they have claws in the tyres. But 
unlike the Golf, they get up to seriously antisocial speeds in 
eyeblinks. Both provide the kind of turbo mid-range shove 
that natural aspiration can only dream of, and either can 
still provide enough suspension finesse to keep everything 
in order, even on marginal roads. They are gobsmacking in 
their ability. They also sound good. Not naturally aspirated 
good, but vocal and interesting and not at all sane. 

But. And it’s a big but... both the McLaren and the Ferrari 
can be massively frustrating. To really let them loose, to 


“To really let them 
loose, you have to 
gelan antisocial git” 
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really push either of these cars on the public road, you have 
to be a bit of an antisocial git. You will catch cars faster than 
they can comprehend, and you will be arriving at speeds 
that leave little room for error. You’ll have to find the right 
road, the right day and a very specific moment to feel these 
cars really press against their titanic limits. Of course there 
are track days and isolated, secret bits of tarmac. But if 
anyone tells you that they drive a McLaren 675LT ora 
Ferrari 488 to their limit on a regular basis on a public road, 
they’re most probably lying, or deserve to get nicked. These 
aren’t really supercars anymore, they’re junior hypercars. 
And with such power, comes responsibility. 

The Giulia, on the other hand, you get to play with 
more regularly. And it’s a car that makes you happy for 
more than just velocity’s sake. It looks great - the slightly 
generic aesthetic means it probably won't date too hard 
- and there's an attitude here that elevates the QV above 
the fast-saloon hegemony. The engine is fabulous, the 
transmission accurate and rapid. The way it barrels down 
a hairpin will have you grinning like your head might fall 
off at any second, and there's a deep sense that this is 
simply a very cool car to be seen in. It might not have 
the laptimes of a BMW М5 or M3, but, bluntly, I don't 
care. It's not perfect, but for some reason that just adds 
to the character, the steering is so rabidly quick and 
helium light that you can fumble initial turn-in until 
you get used to it (which you do, eventually), the brakes 
could do with a bit of extra feel and it can feel heavy on 
downhill, off-camber hairpins. But powering out of the 
same tight corner, the rear just verging into oversteer 
and the V6 bellowing, there's not much like it on sale. 

But even the Giulia doesn't - quite - tick all the boxes. 
Despite every car in the final five being an absolutely 
glorious place to spend time, there was one car that 
made every single driver raise a quizzical eyebrow in 
appreciation. Which means... 


Come on, Ford, you know 
this one: fingers in, thumb 
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A vehicle so utterly brilliant that it almost becomes a living cliche. 
No, it’s not the ridiculously revelatory thing that the hype would have 
you believe (or the current second-hand values suggest), but if you 
imagine Porsche engineers picking every single good thing from the 
911 parts bin and hanging them all together on one car, this is it. 
A beautiful Frankenstein. As a sports car, it is consummate. 

It perches in a very particular, specialist niche even within 
Porsche’s internal hierarchy, too: not - quite - as good on a track 
as the RS, but more comfortable and less bewinged and look-at-me 
for road work. Not as fast cross country as the Turbo, but with that 
RS 4.0-litre flat six and precise six-speed manual ’box, it offers 
connection, involvement and a naturally-aspirated wail that’s almost 
transcendental. In a world of whoosh and turbos, it stands out. 

But more than that, it offers the opportunity to really use it, hitting 
a sweet spot between fast and silly, walking a tightrope between being 
benign enough to play with and exciting enough to respect. Switch off 
all the traction and stability controls and it’s pretty much exactly the 
same as it is with all the electronic nannies on high alert; an engaging, 
deeply immersive sports car that requires you to try. And yes, that’s 
something that brings with it huge amounts of satisfaction. 
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It’s the little things that lift this car from the merely great to the 
extraordinary. The fact that you have to pay attention if you want to 
get it right. It’s scythingly fast, but get the wrong gear and there’s no 
turbo-torque get-out-of-jail-free card to play, no barmy amount of 
instant hit that means you can enter a corner at walking pace and still 
be competitive on the next straight. The engine that nevertheless 
seems to always be on your side, a fantastic, howling, encouraging 
thing, full of character and soul. Get a series of corners just right in 
а 911R and it feels like you've achieved. Get them wrong and it just 
makes you want to try again until you do. The steering is fabulous, 
the body control complete - with just enough lean to let you know 
what's going on with all four points of the car. 

It's the kind of special that makes you remember why you like fast 
cars. Not because of the numbers or papery statistics that суса саггу 
weight on digital forums. Not because it nikes other pee hin 
уоште a track hero with extra wings and t M 
because it perfectly embodies what it tak 
performance car that TopGear ас i 
utterly wonderful piece of m: 

the Porsche 911R. It’ 
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Download the interactive 


iPad & iPhone editions 











Ê Атада on the 
“ App Store 






NEWL PRICE OFFER! ИЙ 
33E SHELVING BAYS (f2 








The stor ud solution for ar BUSIVESS 


£107. 99 INC.VAT 








— — € Mat sks i your HOME fee! iet abla 
384 BAY OPTIONS = = = | шышы NO BOLTS 
АН 8 т QUICK, EASY ASSEMBLY 
MDF DECKS 
а. ша. STRONGER 
ке TITT THAN CHIPBOARD 
| poen POWDER COATED 
19 n FOR EXTRA DURABILITY 
| 75к9 x UNIFORMLY DISTRIBUTED LOAD — | | 
неш B Mae shell CI S Ш : | STEEL 
00mm Ш, 1 | | CONSTRUCTION 
FOR GUARANTEED 
STURDINESS 
100% 
MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE! 





“Excellent! Good 


` EXCLUSIVE Reader Offer! sees Tce eee 












| | | great product!” 
i Ho | 3 PRICE PRICE SAV CARRIAGE 10 Liz Fairweather оп TrustPilot.com 
Depth би mo PRODUCT SIZE (mm) CODE ЕХ. МАТ ІМС. VAT INC. VAT > 
! ® 
| БҮ Sieht Bey шю AMG £8999 £10799 CIL — ense | £12955 
® 2 | 
ж к | быны; 2450 мш 61999 0439 £148 0875 | nma 
lex’ ; | 
"Ej RUBBER Shelving Bays "1800 мА £10999 £13199 — COT гл | 215255 
FREE! Matter 7 Ax Sioralex? Wh у | | | 
BONS, aa Shelving Buys мю £144.99 039 £123 9875 | £2024 





* Savings based on the single unit price of £67 


FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £350 EX VAT fna 0 | 


— LIMITED TIME — M —LIMITED TIME — 





OFFER PRIC jj OFFER PRICE | 


CHEM "Pul E80. НЕ |9. Ве. 


ORDERS DELIVERED MON-SAT орх mem 





QUOTE TOP GEAR WHEN ORDERING 


Ф 247 Order Hotline 0800 9]7 7533 wmtutterman.t БЕН Етте es 


Rign EH tain ШЫ Es CMD BRE. 





Carriage charges are per 3 bays. Additional bays incur extra charges. Go online or call for details. “Saving calculated on buying single item price. “Extra charge for Saturday delivery. ‘Conditions apply, see online. Carriage prices to Mainland UK only with so — go onlin e for details. "Totter e nds 30/11/16. Prices correct at time of going to press. E&OE. Copyright Tufferman 2015. All rights reserved. Co. number 8224210. 





5 


ғ n 
Va i 
= - = 
Г Р € 
"RENT 
н, LX 
н - “Te ГЕ 
- 1 = жы ч 
па 
а i 
i Ты Жы ғ, 
ТИЕ n 
- = ы. ғ 
Б" ш аъ 
a „=, Т" 3 














Mini Clubman Renault Kadjar VW Caravelle 
Paul ditches family in favour of quality time it's off! Simon is not unhappy to say farewell ЇЇ plays “Mr Whippy" in our new arrival Time for off-roading before it's taken away 
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£90,843/£103,999 911 Carrera CAS 


tz} 298lcc 6cyl twin turbo, AWD, 414bhp, 3696 ft Ill 31.7mpg, 204g/km CO, f° 


As summer rapidly becomes a distant 

memory, the evenings draw in, leaves 
separate from the trees and autumn begins to dominate 
proceedings, what could be described as the perfect 
sports car for the winter season has arrived in the 
TopGear Garage. 

Regular readers will have read many words on the 
rolling automotive controversy that is the 991 Gen 2, the 
car that finally sees Porsche's icon resort to turbocharging 
throughout the range. While this has angered the purists, 
and while there's no doubting some of the purity and 
mechanical connectivity of the normally aspirated car has 
been lost (as illustrated by the peerless 911R), in the real 
world, not the road testing one, it could be argued that the 
Gen 2 offers an even more usable package. 

Let's start with the engine. In place of the 3.8-litre N/A 
unit sits a 3.0-litre flat-six twin-turbo generating 414bhp 
and 36910 ft of torque at only 1,700rpm. The old one 
managed just 32510 ft at 5,600rpm. We opted to couple 





M4 NOVEMBER 2016 > торсеЕлдв. сом 


Porsche 911 CAS 


Charlie Turner 


that to Porsche’s slick seven-speed manual ’box, to keep 
the road test department happy. Options fitted to this car 
include LED headlights at an eye-watering £1,764, 
rear-axle steering (£1,530), sports exhaust (£1,773), 20in 
RS spider wheels (£1,457), adaptive seats (£2,226), Bose 
surround sound system (£963), which in combination 
with some other options including metallic paint, Sports 
Chrono package, park assist and dimming mirrors takes 
the total price to £103,999. 

Inside, the C4S is trimmed in Saddle brown leather, 
and from where I’m standing it’s an utterly stunning 
combination - it has to be one of the greatest-looking 
cars ever to grace the TG Garage. 

But while looks go a long way, the C4S has a lot to 
prove to silence its critics. First impressions are strong. 
Having arrived with almost 9,000 miles on the odo, Гуе 
added just short of 2,500 more in its first month, and 
each one has revealed more about the car’s abilities and 
character. Firstly, the noise: the sports exhaust (which is 
switchable via a button below the gearlever) has already 
proved it’s a box that you need to tick, with every journey 
in the C4S being accompanied by a deep metallic bass 
growl with pops and bangs on downshifts on the overrun. 
The manual gearbox is an absolute gem, short and 
accurate and making you feel hardwired into the car’s 
progress. The interior is a fabulous place to spend time 
in, and Apple CarPlay’s seamless integration into the 
infotainment turns the 911 into a rapid mobile office. 

In the coming months, the UK winter will be throwing 
every variable that it can at it - rain, snow and ice - and 
then there’s also the worst congestion in Europe to deal 
with. We'll see if it can silence its critics and make a case 
for being the ultimate winter sports car. 
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Is the all-new С45 the ultimate winter sports car? 


0-62трь іп 4.25есѕ, 189mph 48 1565kg 


ы... 
Г атлы i 1 1 
! TR LI (m M | 
92 м» —-. 





a 


GARAGE LOGBOOK 





Good stuff 
Honed over 
decades, this Gen 
2 is for my money 
one of the best- 
looking pieces of 
automotive design 
in existence today 


Effortless 
performance 
is what the 9П 

delivers on 
every journey 


Bad stuff 


Some options are 
eye-wateringly 
expensive — £1,764 
for LEDs and £1,773 
for the sports 
exhaust. Both are 
great but shouldn't 
they be standard 
on а £93k саг? 


The ride т the C4S 
is firm, even in its 
softest setting 





| TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG 





011111511 
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£32,450 
{2} 1995cc, Acyl TD, AWD, 183bhp, 2956 ft: W 


Give me а car with roof rails, and 

РП put something on the top. In 
this instance, a 16ft 6in prospector canoe, resplendent 
in glorious red. This is what the Hyundai Tucson was 
made for (in the marketing department's eyes, at any 
rate) - the thrill of adventure, the lure of the wilderness, 
the call of the unknown. 

As strange as it sounds, Hyundai's marketing 
department isn't actually far off with its hypothesis. This 
kind of car is bound to appeal to active types, so it's very 
likely to be seen in the hands of, say, the Marriages, with 
their many mountain bikes, or me and mine with our 
canoe. The reason being that it fulfils its role as people 
and stuff transport extremely well. There's more than 
enough room inside for four adults, or two adults and 
three children. The boot is large enough to take whatever 


you need (rucksacks and the like for the cyclists; paddles, 





{=} 1598cc, Acyl turbo, FWD, 266bhp, 243lb ft | 


Hyundai Tucson 


2.0 CRDi Premium SE 


й 47.0mpg, 139g/km CO, ( 


Esther Neve 
43.5mpg, 170g/km СО» 1 
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GARAGE LOGBOOK 





Good stuff 


The engine is 
loosening up 


Bad stuff 


Cheaper rivals 
are arriving. 


well. It drives Where Hyundai 
very smoothly and Kia were 
once the 


Lots of storage 
space in the 
cabin and in the 


good-value 
Koreans, now the 
SsangYong is 


boot. Handy 
handles stop Sadly, economy 
shopping bags is still only 
emptying Збтрд 


TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG 


01/0000 | 367 





£28,155/£29,920 


=¥ 0-62трһ in 9.5secs, 125mph 6 


GTi 270 





|5 there more to the Tucson than the pricetag? 


1 2250kg 


throwlines and PFDs for the canoeists) and there 

are enough hooks to stop the kit from sliding around. 
The ride is comfortable and the fuel economy entirely 
reasonable - and getting better the more miles it does. 

All good. 

However, there is a fly in the ointment: a much, much 
cheaper rival. Coming in around £8,000 less than the 
Tucson is the SsangYong Tivoli XLV. I drove one recently 
and was pleasantly surprised by its dynamics and ride 
quality. Whether a Tucson buyer would ever look at a 
SsangYong is a moot point, but if they did they'd find a 
larger, less expensive version of what they were already 
thinking of buying. The one downside is the Tivoli's 
frankly unacceptably ugly rear end - it's so ugly I couldn't 
bring myself to sully my camera with a shot of it. But, 
if that one area were improved, the Tucson, Kadjar and 
Qashqai might have something to worry about. 


| TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG 
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ОШе Кем 


Does Peugeot's first family hot hatch in two decades cut la moutarde? 


Yes, that's a Merc-McLaren SLR 
Roadster next to the 308 GTi. 


This 3,580km example went for £347,200 at auction. 
And for some bizarre reason, the week before, RM 
Sotheby's asked if | would be interested in driving 
it, along with Mercedes other supercars. 
Stepping back into the Pug after such rarefied 
company should've been a huge letdown. But no. 
The SLR, a hero car of my youth, was, to be honest, 


3 0-62mph in 6.0secs, 155mph Â 


difficult to drive. The mismatch between its dense 
but hyper-sensitive steering and priapic nose means 
threading it along is like trying to ring a doorbell 
with a snooker cue. And the brakes are hopeless. 

Getting back in the GTi was a relief. Exploitable 
performance, plus nav, climate control and indicator 
stalks that all shame a decade-old supercar. My 
respect for the GTi swelled instantly. Here's to 
performance car progress. 


1205kg 
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hree of us were off to Italy. Two 
wanted to fly, but we needed a 

car when we were there, and had 
a lot of baggage. Perfect excuses 
to do what I wanted to do anyway: 
drive out and back alone. On great roads. 

Day one would get me over the Channel on the 
DFDS boat, for an easy autoroute hit and an 
overnight beyond Geneva. I carefully plotted my 
route over several of the best French Alpine passes 
then down to the Italian autostrada system via 
Turin and Genoa. I put many waypoints into 
BMW-routes.com on my desktop, hit ‘download’, put 
the resulting route file on a USB stick and plugged it 
directly into the car’s satnav. Easier than in-car entry. 

The Clubman is a bit of an odd fish on 
motorways. The steering is so quick and light just 
off-centre that it can wander nervously across its 
lane. I find myself lightly bracing my right elbow 
on the door. Gradually I relax into it. There’s a fair 
bit of road noise, though less than in the UK, and 
wind rustle too, but the seats are good and the 
upgraded Harman stereo nicely musical. France 
rolls easily beneath me. At an indicated 140 (true 
134km/h), it nets me a measured 33-34mpg. 

Dawn breaks with the Alps towering above, and 
I'm stuck into the first of the lonely passes. The 


T 











steering is quick round the 180° bends (the upside 
of yesterday’s comments), and I’m getting a good 
sense of the tightly controlled chassis, especially 
in Sport damper mode. But on dry roads, is there 
advantage in this Clubman’s all-wheel drive? I can 
mash the throttle open and still find steadfast 
traction, which is good, but I sorely miss the 
delightful throttle-adjustability of the shorter 
front-drive Mini hatch. 

And acceleration is hobbled by the crazy 165kg 
mass penalty of the All4 over the FWD equivalent. 
It just isn't performing like a hot hatch. That's a bit 
of a fail for a £34k Mini with Cooper S badges. 

Onward. At times I'm truly impressed. When 
the going's really tricky, like squiggling down to the 
twisty, tight, bumpy D109 to Ugine, it and I really 
bond. Up wonderful fast sweepers towards the lake 
at Tignes, I’m loving the security and precision. 

After that it gets seriously rugged up to the Col 
de l'Iseran at a dizzy 2,770m. But I have to take 
this bit easy because it's full of cyclists. I don't 
know whether to admire or ridicule people who 
tackle this outlandish bit of pedalling. I like bikes 
as much as the next man, but there are limits. 

After the Col du Mont Cenis, it's a descent to an 
autostrada, where a fuel fill shows the mountain 
section has raised the thirst to 25mpg. 


Long-distance haul 


HIS FAMILY HAS FLOWN TO ITALY FOR A HOLIDAY, 
CAN PAUL CATCH-UP IN HĦHIS-MINI? (SPOILER: YES] 
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Now two more weeks messing around in Italy. 
The Mini is fine with passengers. It’s almost 
Golf-sized and takes three in the back easily. 

The boot is deep and square with its false floor 
removed, though the barn doors are annoying. 
Several times I climb a precipitously steep gravel 
track that almost defeats FWD cars. But All4 
remains basically surplus. 

Homeward. I can't be bothered with Swiss 
paperwork, so go round the back. That means the 
Stelvio Pass then into Austria. I go via a hilarious 
crossing of the Apennines on small roads, then 
north to an overnight at Bormio. The Stelvio is 
scenically astounding, but in my past experience 







overrated for driving - narrow repetitive hairpins 
choked by convoys of caravans. But I’m up there 
early, crest it at sunrise, and have it to myself. 
Can see why carmakers’ R&D people use the 
downward leg as a brake test. The Mini passes. 

Traffic chokes Austria and some of Germany. 
But Mini’s phone app can show trails of your 
journeys, indicating speed or fuel consumption. 
The screen grab left shows jams near Stuttgart, 
but a 147mph peak near Pforzheim. 


Those last 7mph were probably speedo inflation, 


but hey it’s a good number to include in a 2,500- 
mile circuit = and 825-mile day = that'll slot into 
the upper stratum of my lifetime road-trip file. 
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Range Rover 
Sport SVR 


Price/as tested £95,150/ 
£102,635 Model SVR 

Driver Jason Barlow 

Why its here Does JLR’s first 
SVO model hit the spot? 





1#} 5000cc, V8 scharged, 
AWD, 549bhp, 502 ft 

if) 221тро, 298g/km CO; 
(Э 0-62mph in 4.5secs, 
lé2mph ІЗ 2333kg 


„| In so many ways, 
REPORT 3 | the RR Sport SVR 


is a deliriously good car. It has a 
thundering great 550bhp V8 engine, 
and makes a sound matched only, to 
my ears at least, by the Spitfire that 
flew into the blue during another 
fabulous Goodwood Revival. 

On the other hand, what's the 
point of it? Cars like this are destined 
to become entertainment rather than 
transport as the autonomous EV era 
dawns, and they're going to have to 
work ever harder to justify themselves. 

The biggest problem | have is 
that once l've unleashed the SVR's 
full fury on my back road route to the 
motorway, we quickly settle into the 
same cruising speed lope as everyone 
else. It's a fantastically comfortable 
car, the damping and body control 
that make it such a physics-defying 
monster on twisty stuff failing to ruin 
it elsewhere. If only it ran on fresh air 
rather than super unleaded... 
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Renault Kadjar 


£23,595/£24,120 


Dynamique S Nav dCi 110 


Simon Carrington 


©} 146lcc, Acyl TD, FWD, 108bhp, 184lb ft. № 72.4mpg, 103g/km СО; f 0—62mph in TI .7secs, Tl2mph A 1421kg 


So after six (long) months we're saying 
goodbye to our Renault. 

Sometimes, when we bid farewell to a long-term 
test car, we do with a sense of sadness. However, after 
4,000 miles, involving plenty of family ferrying, my 
daily commute and the occasional blast round the 
country, Гуе little regret about giving back this ever- 
so-sensible SUV. 

The Kadjar is not a bad car, in fact it ticks every box 
that an SUV should. It's spacious for both front and rear 
passengers with good headroom in the back (ideal for 
child seat extraction), has a great ride height, lots of 
cubby holes for bottles and wallets, good infotainment 
and a decent satnav. A simple Bluetooth connection 
means I can control my phone and Spotify with ease. 

І can live with the plasticky effects (this is mid-range 
after all, and I've seen a lot worse out there). I can even 
live with the lopsided interior design with the off-centre 
control screen - that’s just ‘design’ right? 
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It’s frugal. I've been getting solid economy 
figures - even in town, I've been well into the 40s. 


The exterior is not to my taste, as it's rather curvaceous 


and bulbous. I prefer angles, and just a year into its 
life I think it's looking a bit dated. The latest VW 
Tiguan and Seat’s recently launched Ateca are both 
streets ahead, design-wise. But that's just me - 
plenty of you will love the Kadjar's looks. 

I won't dwell any further on the drive. Suffice it 
to say that it's bad, with a rasping auto gearbox that 


takes any driving fun away. A point noted by a number 


of colleagues who have also driven the Kadjar. 

The biggest problem the Kadjar has is that the 
UK has fallen in love with the SUV in recent years. 
Nissan's ubiquitous Qashqai consistently appears 
in the top five for new car sales and remains the 
undoubted benchmark for the sector. This means 
that the Kadjar is just one of many alternatives 
from rival carmakers playing catch-up for the 
British public to choose from. In this mid-range 
price bracket alone, there are the Hyundai Tucson, 
Mazda CX-3, Honda CR-V, Ford Kuga, Kia Sportage, 
the new Tiguan and the fantastic-looking Ateca. 
You are literally spoilt for choice. 

And these are all good cars, with little to 
choose between them. It's just that after six 
months, I’ve not been convinced that Renault’s 
latest effort is a class leader. 

The Kadjar is undoubtedly good at everything 
an SUV needs to be good at. And perhaps that's 


enough. After all, you buy an SUV for its practicality, 


but wouldn't it be great if it were fun too? 





Can it out-Qashqai a Qashqai? 





` ARABE LOGBOOK 


Good stuff 


Consistently good 
mpg, over 40 in 
town, has meant 
cheaper motoring. 
This car seems to 
go and go... 


Key card is nicely 
sculptured, lovely 
in your pocket 
(but not so easy to 
find in a Monday 
morning rush) 





Bad stuff 
| like the black 
alloys, but they 
terrify me when 
Igo near a 


kerb... and 1 almost 
made it to the end 


of my ownership 
without kerbing 
one... damn 


No CD player. Just 
sometimes, the old 
ways work just fine 
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Volkswagen Caravelle 


£54,547/£54,547 Caravelle Gen 6 


{$} 1968cc Acyl turbodiesel, FWD, 20Ibhp, 332lb ft № 44.8mpg, 164g/km СО; 


I know, you want to walk up to the 
window and ask for a Mr Whippy, don’t 
you? To be frank, I felt a bit of a berk driving around London 
in the latest addition to ТС? lifer fleet, so clearly the only 
answer was to take it far away, to somewhere sunny and 
warm. Somewhere I might actually need a vanilla cone. 
It's a Caravelle Generation 6, the 200-strong limited 
edition flagship of VW's shuttle bus range. About the 
only choice you can make is what engine to have (148bhp 
single- or 201bhp bi-turbo diesel) - everything else comes as 
standard. It wants for nothing: Apple CarPlay, radar cruise, 
tri-zone climate control, Alcantara/leather trim, window 
blinds. Everything bar the kitchen sink - this is a Caravelle, 
not a California camper, although it's nearly as much money. 
Anyway, there was debate at home about the seating 
layout – would it be better to take out the two middle row 
captain’s chairs and slide the three-seat bench forward to 





Ollie Marriage 
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BARAGE LOGBOOK 





Good stuff 
Adaptive 
suspension is 
standard. Fully 


Bad stuff 
DSG gearbox 
is smooth, but 

struggles when 


loaded, you pulling away. 
need it in Sport You give it 
to improve throttle, nothing 
cornering happens, then 


control. it lurches off 


Ride doesn't suddenly. Needs 
deteriorate a gentle touch 
noticeably 


TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG 





DUBE ЕЛ 


Volvo ХС90 


£60,455/£66,830 


T8 Momentum 





- mp ч 
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Is the Caravelle a genuine alternative to an SUV? 


(-® 0—62mph in 99secs, 126mph 1 1 2405kg 


maximise return journey wine-carrying ability? No need - 
the boot was vast anyway, and my two kids wanted the full 
captain’s chair experience, plus with other families joining 
us in the south of France, the advantage of having seven 
seats couldn’t be underestimated. 

We reached the Med via a week doing bikey/hikey 
things in the Auvergne. Proper mountains there, plenty 
of opportunity for the Gen 6 to show off its torque and 
comparative wieldiness on small roads. What it does 
better than any other Caravelle is convince you that it’s 
not а van. The big red dash slab and kit levels make the 
whole machine feel bright and shiny and fun. 

It’s quiet and smooth to drive, has better ride quality 
and structural rigidity than the California we ran and does 
everything an SUV can, and then some. Couldn't believe 
how many people smiled and pointed at it, although most 
wandered off when the Cornettos failed to materialise. 
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Tom Ford 


Is the hybrid worth the premium over the basic diesel? 


Uh oh. Things have not been 
going so well for the TopGear 
XC90. After last month's Sensus multimedia screen 
failure - and subsequent fix at Marshall Volvo of 
Peterborough - the unit has developed a habit 

of fainting on the move. It reboots after a minute 
or so, but l've already missed a junction on a 
motorway because it veiled the satnav at the 
wrong moment. And that's not all: l've now had 


several instances when pulling out of a junction on 
lock where the car judders significantly. The only 
way | can describe it is as if the front and rear axles 
(petrol and electric motors respectively) don't feel 
like they're in harmony — under power, they cause 
the car to buck like an old live-axle pickup. Not 
quite the premium wafty experience you expect 
from a modern plug-in hybrid. Some delving needs 
to be done: this feels like an electronics issue... 


(5) 1969cc petrol + electric, AWD, 407bhp, 472lb ft № 134.5mpg, 49g/km СО; С? 0-62mph in 5.6secs, MOmph Іі 2296kg 
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Audi R8 


£134,520/£150,720 


V10 Plus 


Ollie Marriage 





Is Audi’s everyday supercar still special to live with? 


=} 5204cc, V10, AWD, 602bhp, 413lb ft ili 23.0mpg, 2879/кт CO, С2 0-62трһ іп 3.2secs, 205mph @ 1454kg 


Driving a supercar hasn’t changed the 

fundamentals of how I live my life. I don’t 
suddenly have a yacht in Saint-Tropez, my skin hasn’t taken 
on a mahogany tinge and I’m still married to the same 
woman. I know, shocking revelations. I still need to get to 
the office, do schoolruns, pick up milk on the way home, 
occasionally stop at Homebase. Same s**t, a different way. 

This pic shows a standard view out: rain, traffic, tedium. 
So here’s how the R8 copes with it all: it’s a cinch. Honestly 
the most challenging bit of my commute is getting out when 
I arrive at the office - you sit low, the doors are long and 
when there's another car alongside... you get the idea. 

A few pointers, then. The Bluetooth connection is one 
of the clearest I've used in any car. I love using the heating 
controls. Most of the time Drive Select is in Individual 
mode (all Dynamic settings, but with soft suspension - 
the ride is outstanding). Until I come across a speed bump 





122 1998cc, Acyl, FWD, llóbhp, 150lb ft 
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ТИИТ 


Good stuff 
I love the cubby 
tucked under the 
heating controls. 
It’s big enough to 
swallow phone 
and wallet and 
the sliding lid is 
damped just so 


Switchable dash 
layout (see top) 
is genius 





Bad stuff 
VIO needed oil 
top up - litre of 
OW-30 was £19 


When Іт driving 
it, | can’t look at it 


It’s too special 
to tolerate 
commuting all 
the time. Need 
to do more in it 
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* Mazda CX-3 


£20,495/£21,035 


Dan Read 


(11 on my usual route into west London), when I go full 
Dynamic to counter the Magnetic Ride's weird porpoising. 
On the motorway, I tend to quieten the exhaust down, as 
the gearing is short. The on-board Connect app is a waste 
of time - it's no safer reading the news and weather on a 
dashboard than on a phone. And why don't the electric seats 
have memory buttons? The paddles could be more tactile, 
too. And on my old M3 I loved the programmable M buttons 
and the shortcut buttons - in comparison, I seem to spend a 
long time scrolling through menus on the R8's (admittedly 
otherwise very lovely) Virtual Cockpit system. 

These are quibbles, offset by the R8's manoeuvrability, 
refinement and sheer polish. But every supercar needs to 
remind you it is super without you having to go looking 
for it. This was the issue I had with the NSX (see page 76), 
but not with the R8. Because from nat-asp V10 to S tronic 
twin-clutch, the drivetrain is a thing of utter beauty. 


TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG 
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Sport Nav 2WD 


Has Mazda made the world’s best little crossover? 


After just one night in my car, 


Sam Philip got his nodger out. 


479тра, 137g/km CO, 


He even posed for a picture, which I’ve shared 
with you (left). In fact, it’s actually the office 
nodger, and as far as we know it’s the only cure 
for a knotty back muscle exaggerated by the 
СХ-3%5 unsupportive driver's seat. 

| don’t know who designed it (the seat | mean, 
not the nodger), but clearly they've not seen a body 


* 0-62mph in 9.05есѕ, 119mph 


like Sam's — or mine, or anyone else's — because no 
matter how you position yourself, the contours of 
the seat seem at odds with those of a human being. 

Sometimes | have to wedge myself in, pushing 
my left boot against the footrest and my hands 
against the wheel, which seems to compensate for 
the lack of lumbar support. This becomes tiresome 
on a 300-mile round trip, so in the end | just slouch, 
safe in the knowledge of the nodger. 


^ 1230kg 





EIOS GB 


Zenos E10 S 


£32,995/£39,995 E10 S Jack Rix Is this the most liveable lightweight you can currently buy? 
(22 1999cc turbo Acyl, RWD, 247bhp, 2956 ft W 38.5mpg, 1909/кт СО; Ё 0—62mph іп 4.0secs, 145mph Ñ 850kg 





Call me shallow, but the Kermit-green p tub are made from recycled carbon layers sandwiching 

colour scheme just wasn’t working with GARAGE LOGBOOK a polypropylene core - a combo with 70 per cent the 
my wardrobe. Luckily, swapping body panels is a possibility, strength of pure carbon fibre, for a tenth of the cost. 
so I decided a nose around the factory in Norfolk was in Good stuff Bad stuff Following the E10’s appearance on ТСТУ, interest has 
order, along with a change to a more neutral tone, daaahling. Grey on Zero luggage been through the roof, with every test drive event fully 

Exchanging the glass reinforced plastic panels - a id чш pass id Е booked. Currently they’re making two cars а week, but by 
so mucn more rulea It OUT o 
function designed primarily to limit costs from accident с lol кен March next year that’ll be three a week, and over 100 cars 
damage - is so easy any monkey with a spanner (me) could excursions — have been sold - around 50 in 2015, and 82 in 2016. 
do it, and the results — along with new black lower bodywork И It’s not all roses and puppy dogs, though, because 
of the roof now — isn't in my wife's 

(part of the Black Aero pack) - makes all the difference. got it down to 30 vocabulary Andy Franklin was left stranded when he noticed a pool 
Less toy town, more man about town. Price is tbc. seconds-ish of oil under the Zenos at a fuel station. Fortunately he was 


Driving it around 


Ironically, after a tour of the entirely man-powered close enough to his parents’ house to hole up there until 


Like attention? town is fun, so 
production line, it’s what’s under these panels that marks Driving a Zenos | longas you like Zenos came to the rescue. Turns out a stone had pierced 
the Zenos out as a clever piece of engineering. The spine Budrenteesiti Жене EEE the oil cooler and it couldn’t be fixed on site, so had to be 
of the chassis, for example is one of the largest extrusions TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG trailered back to the factory but it was back with us within 


in the entire automotive business, while the front and 
rear bulkhead, plus the floor and sides of the passenger 


a couple of days... Great service from a company that’s 
professional beyond its years. 
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Ford S-Max ПЦИНИНИ ЕГИ 


£32,260/£39,460 Titanium Sport Andy Franklin 
Is the S-Max still the answer for families? 


Before | became employed in the the adaptable headlights, which | touched on 

world of car-magazine design, | previously — it really feels like Ford thinks about how 
studied product design for my degree, where | learnt families live and brings clever design to the masses. 
the importance of form following function. This Our S-Max is full of such touches, and one of 


knowledge has made me a big admirer of Ford and its my favourites is the easy-fuel cap. A simple device 
design ethos. Time and time again the company thinks that removes the common filler cap thus saving time 
about a problem in the car world and tries to solve it. and mess. But the best thing is it prevents you from 
The heated front windscreen, the door protectors that putting the wrong fuel in, as it recognises the size 





flip open and save you an expensive car park cost and of nozzles for unleaded and diesel. 


(5) 1999cc, Acyl TD, FWD, 210bhp, 332lb ft: № 51.4mpg, 144g/km CO, (2 0—62mph in 8.8secs, 135mph & 1766kg 
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OWEN GOES OFF-ROAD TO TEST THE SPORT’S LAND ROVER 
HERITAGE BEFORE THE BEREAVEMENT COUNSELLORS ARRIVE... 





о say I’m distraught is a slight 
understatement. The kids are 
crying. It’s like we’ve lost a family 
pet. I tried telling them it’s only a 
car so we shouldn’t be sentimental 


about it, but we can’t help it. The Sport’s been great. 


But before it leaves us for good, it’s time for a 
long-overdue trip off-road. So Гуе driven over to 
the Land Rover Experience centre at Eastnor Castle 
in deepest Herefordshire to see if my long-termer 
is a real Land Rover or not. It was on these very 
tracks that the original Land Rover was developed 
all those years ago (and every model since), so 
you'd expect it to be good here. 

With my instructor guiding me along, we 
pick our way through the forest tracks, giving the 
Disco Sport a thorough workout using all of the 
modes in the four-wheel-drive system. I shouldn't 
be surprised how good it is, but I am. Over the past 
nine months or so, I’ve become attached to the 
TangoMobile, so I'm reluctant at first to thrash it 


on our first steep uphill test. Once I got over that 
obstacle, I had to tune my brain to not steer into a 
slide but keep the wheels as straight as possible to 
give the clever electronics a chance to fix it. They 
did nearly every time. There were times, however, 
when we'd have to reverse back and give it another 
go in a different mode. Or simply add more power. 
The torquey diesel engine helps with grip here, for 
sure. There were some tracks that we simply 
couldn't tackle due to water depth, but we waded 
up to around 80cm, I'd say. Sloshing around in here 
was quite unnerving but great fun. 

Usually with the lower-riding road cars, bits of 
trim get ripped off and alloys scrape against hidden 
stones in the deep muddy ruts, but thankfully we 
came out completely unscathed thanks to some 
handy steering work from myself, of course. 

Would I recommend it? Definitely. If you've got 
one of these, you've simply no idea how capable 
they are until you get it away from the schoolrun 
and receive some proper tuition. Invaluable stuff. 





4 кз. 








GARAGE LOGBOOK 


Good stuff 


The tango spec 

was a universal 
hit. Black pack is 
essential, though 


Deceptive 
amount of 
interior space 


Off-road, 
it’s unrivalled 
in this sector. 
Very capable 


Bad stuff 


Gearbox gremlins 
never completely 
gone away 


Only works as 
a seven-seater 
if five of the 
passengers are 
under 10 


Infotainment 
works well but 
feels very old hat 


TOTAL MILEAGE AND OUR MPG 
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| 31.8 








999cc. ate Siew 
сз зья ©) 53.3mpg. 


1389g/km СО, (е) 0—62mph in 8 9secs, 
Imph @)1884Ка 





Back in town, the Disco Sport gets a lot of love 
on а daily basis mostly due to its awesome spec. 
It’s not cheap, but the orange paint and Black pack 
combination makes this car for me. It sets it apart 
from the rest of the ever-increasing Disco Sport 
pack. The one thing I would have changed would 
have been to have gone for black leather, as the 
driver’s side has a lot of jean dye that’s rubbed off. 

TopGear’s Family Car of the Year has been well 
worthy of its award, though. Superbly practical, 
taking everything we’ve thrown at/in it. The 
roof bars were never needed, even when we went 
on holiday. It rides well and feels like a supremely 
safe way to transport the family. One point worth 
noting is the seven-seat option is handy for shorter 
journeys, but I would say it’s only really for children 
as the two rearmost seats are quite hard to access. 

I've had a recurring problem with the gearbox 
in traffic where it goes into stop/start mode then 
flashes up “select gear”. Flicking a paddle or 
turning the gear selector doesn’t clear it as it 










om plastics were an often 


commented on feature 


Dull сөлді console a git. 


locks up. A full hard reset by turning the car off 
and on is the only way to get it working again. 

By which time, the beeps from behind can get 
quite loud. It’s happened seven or eight times, 

and a routine software update hasn’t completely 
cleared it. There has now been a recall on the same 
nine-speed ZF gearbox that is used in Jeep models. 
Over 500,000 cars are affected. Land Rover says 
that it is investigating. 

My mother-in-law also got stuck in the car 
when the passenger door refused to open. A swift 
call-out from the Land Rover Assistance service 
found that the cable for the pull had popped out of 
its housing. Doors were closed very carefully after 
that incident. Not ideal. 

In a very competitive sector, with new rivals 
launching seemingly every month, a much needed 
interior refresh would keep it just about ahead of 
the pack. New orders get the updated infotainment 
system which will help that greatly. Expect to see 
even more of them on the road. 
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EVERYONE 
LOVES 

THAT _ 
FAST CAR 

















NOW ANYTIME CAN BE GO-TIME. 

K&N® high-flow air filters are designed to increase horsepower 

with up to 50% more airflow. And with five-minute installation, better 
performance doesn’t get much easier. Order yours online today. 





ж 
KNFILTERS.COM® SUPERIOR AIRFLOW. SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE.™ 





| TopGear on Volkswagen: 


Quietly brilliant, 
o chucked its Way. 


The best done better than ever. You 
need no other hatchback. 50 dont 
waste your time looking. 


e 
2.0 GTI 5d 
2.0 R 5d o 
92.0 GTD Sd 
Euro NCAP 


thoroughly deserving of every accolade 
Up and Golf particular highlignts. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH. BHP ШП WE MI и 
22855 65 153 220 258 40] 199 810 
eais 51 15 300 280 392 5 

e21975 15 M3 1M 258 613 109 Ani 
эз Ly WH іп mm: 4260x1800x1450, 50-litre fuel 


tank, 380/1270-litre boot, 13 engines, 9 a^ 48 models in total. 
е | 


© TG SPEAKS e 
(Jur verdict on the brand 

© MODEL CHOICE о 
Just the ones that count 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 


$5 241000 47 


SOME WORDS... © YELLOW BAR © FUEL ECONOMY 
„about the Car Denotes the TÛ Favourites Lessis, um, more 
CRASH TESTING © BOOT VOLUME © NOT EVERY ENGINE 
You want five stars here Two numbers? Seats up/down is available with every trim! 


0156 


155 354 369 38.2 170 














PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG C02 
ІЗІ Icon 223595 10 106 122 105 74.3 86 





0170 





) ASTON MART 





ALFA ROMEO 


TopGear on Alfa Romeo: 
The best badge in the business, now worn by two hatches, 
a saloon and a divisive sports car. History repeating? 









At long last, Alfa’s back in the small sports = а 
saloon game with an agile, comfy, RWD... | 
blinder. Wonders shall never cease. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
2.9 BiTurbo ОУ £59,000 39 190 50 442 344 189 
2.0 JTDM Tec’ £32195 172 143 180 280 672 109 


Euro NCAP $$ $ ë LxWxH іп mm: 4639x1426x1873, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 8 models in total. 


ІНЕН 
Е й 


Lotus by Alfa, with the odd Alfa foible to ЖЕ 
boot. But when a car’s this pretty, light 
and engaging, you just want one. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
1.7T Coupe 252.505 45 160 240 258 415 157 
ZT spider 259,505 45 160 240 258 415 157 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 3989х1864х1183, 40-litre fuel tank, 
110-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


ARIEL 7:7 


TopGear оп Ariel: 


Artfully shaped metalwork containing frenzied engines 
and а man clinging on for dear life. Hectic, addictive. 


ATOM Ws | 








The single most insane car on sale. Even 
the regular version will redefine your 
sense of what's possible in a car. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
2.0 245 232,255 32 Ш 245 154 NA NA 
2.0 SC 350 К £64,800 25 155 330 243 МА NA 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3410x1890x1195, 42-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


Part special forces all-terrain fast attack \ 
wehicle, part latter-day beach buggy. This 
& Tamiya made real, and it’s mega. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG C02 
2.4 Nomad £33,000 34 125 235 221 МА NA 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3215x1850x1425, 42-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


N 


TopGear on Aston Martin: 
K&chingly cool cars that make up in beauty and charisma 
what they lack in technical and dynamic ability. 


VANTAGE E s 


The car that took on the 911. Апа lost. 4. 
But it's an Aston, which means brogues E 
te the Porsche's two-a-penny trainers. | 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
47 \/8 5 #92195 48 189 430 361 204 321 
60V12S £140,495 3. 205 573 458 172 388 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4380х1870х1260, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 300-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 
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ASTON MARTIN-BAG 





Replaces a car that defined modern Astons. 
No pressure then. Turbos rob character bul 
as an intercontinental GT it’s world class. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
5.2TT V12 £154,900 3.9 200 600 516 TBA ТВА 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4739x1940x1279, 78-litre fuel tank, 
270-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: DEARER-B П — | 


-> Aston Martin DB9 GT 
> Aston Martin DBI 


Overhauled DBS is another evolutionary 
step from Aston and is likely to struggle 
to broaden the customer base. 












PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
V12 Coupe £195,950 3.8 201 576 465 221 298 
V12 Volante 2207950 4.0 197 576 465 221 298 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4692x1912x1294, 78-litre fuel tank, 
368-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


RAPIDES | 


Aston has ensured the latest Rapide is, 
err, rapid-er by giving it the engine from 
the latest Vanquish. Better than ever. 






ВА MPG 002 
£149,500 44 203 560 465 219 300 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
6.0 V12 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5019x1929x1360, 90.5-litre fuel tank, 
317/886-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


AUDI СУ 








| TopGear on Audi: 
Aspirational premium brand is UE o many niches, if 
there’s not one for you today, there will be by tomorrow. 


а 
Essentially а posh Fabia, (һе А1 is princeto № 


Skoda's pauper. Or maybe the emperor's 
new clothes. Either way, it's not £20k good. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
1.4 TFSI Sport £16905 88 127 125 147 516 15 


51 £25,600 58 155 231 272 40.3 162 


Euro NCAP s à & s s xWxH іп mm: 3973x1740x1416, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 270/920-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


IN 
New A3, old looks. But new bits under- 


neath anda really rather lovely cabin. 
Slight naffness standard with every model. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
1.0 TFSI SE £19,365 97 128 115 147 628 104 
2.0 TFSISp't5d £25465 69 151 190 236 504 129 
S3 £32,330 52 155 30 280 404 162 
2.0 TDI SE T’ £23,460 8.5 135 150 250 705 105 


Euro NCAP s sss LxWxH іп mm: 4241 (4313)x1 777x1424, 50/551 
fuel tank, 365/1,100-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 41 models total. 


The Audi 


Si ог раск 













Meet the regional boss’s new А4. Just 
like the regional boss’s old A4. It’s lighter 
and smarter. Unlike the regional boss. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
220=6Е5155Е #21100 12 149 190 236 504 127 
2.0 TDI SE #29150 89 130 150 236 743 99 
3.0TDIq'SLine £38,950 5.3 155 272 443 554 134 


Euro NCAP жача LxWxH in mm: 4726x1842x1427, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 


Dont worry, the picture’s small. You still 
cant tell it’s the new one in real life. About 
as memorable as an algebra exam. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
2.0 TDI SE £33,050 77 130 190 296 689 106 
55 #47000 47 155 354 369 382 170 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4673х1846х1371, 58-litre fuel tank, 
465-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 16 models in total. 


A 
Audi’s photocopier styling department Li 


has pulled another one out the bag. Still 
not up to 5-Series standards. 





MPG 002 
28.8 229 
2.0 TDI ultra SE £32295 84 14 190 280 657 13 


PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР (ВЕТ 


RS 6 £79,095 39 155 560 516 


3.0 BiTDI SE Av’ £48520 52 155 320 479 456 164 


Euro NCAP ss $$ # LxWxH іп mm: 4910x1870x1460, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 535/1680-litre boot, 8 engines, 6 trims, 23 models in total. 


Audi’s niche-busting continues. The A7 is = 


basically an A8 hatch, with the added sug- ЖШ 
gestion that you might drive yourself. 











ВА MPG 002 
155 560 516 297 221 
155 320 479 46.3 162 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
RS 7 £85,035 3.9 
3.0 BiTDI S Line £57,235 52 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4970x1911x1420, 73-litre fuel 
tank, 535/1390-litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 13 models in total. 


Will the А8 ever escape the S-Class’s_ | 
shadow? Probably not, but then on this 
evidence, it doesn’t deserve to. 


ВЕ MPG 002 
185 500 461 25.0 264 
155 385 (08 38.7 190 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

W12 £99,265 4.6 

4.2 TDI SE EX L £78140 4.9 
Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5135/5270x1949x1460, 90-litre 
fuel tank, 520-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 17 models in total. 


ПИ 


It won't chase away the old чын es, 
but the latest TT is impressive. TT RS is 
supercar-fast, yet not supercar-exciting. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІЗІ MPG 002 
2.5 TT RS 251,800 37 155 400 354 344 187 
2.0 TDI ultra £30,545 71 150 184 280 628 16 


Euro NCAP * LxWxH іп mm: 4177x1832x1353, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 305/712-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 19 models in total. 


а кабы bar caer cakes ЫЫЫ Ce acti Fok ро 
























No V8, no manual, only a faint restyle? 
Has Audi dropped a difficult second 
album clanger? Nope, not at all. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 002 
5.2 V10 £119,520 35 200 540 398 239 275 
5.2 V10 Plus £134,020 3.2 205 610 413 228 289 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1240x1940, 83/73-litre fuel 
tank, 112/338-litre boots, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


ОИ Ге | | 


Finally, Audi bins the styling photocopier | 
and creates a trendy crossover with 
Evoque desirability тог Qashqai money. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 
1.4 TFSI Sport £23,930 85 131 150 184 523 124 
16 ТІРІ SE £22,480 10.3 122 15 ІМ 642 1M 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4190х1790х1510, TBA-litre fuel 
tank, 405/1,050-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 


This is the car Audi says rivals the Range 
Rover Evoque. Oh dear. A high-rise Golf 
with an inferiority complex. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
2.0 TDI диа SE £29550 18 136 184 170 533 139 


Euro NCAP =ë #18 LxWxH іп mm: 4385x1831x1608, 64-litre fuel 
tank, 420/1325-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 15 models in total. 


Audi's ‘small’ SUV is only small because 
the Q7 is the size of sub-Saharan Africa. 
It’s small inside though, if that helps. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
SQ5 £45,930 51 155 33 49 41.5 179 
2.0 TDI q SE £33,509 84 130 190 295 496 148 


Euro NCAP x s & & ХУ/ХН іп mm: 4630x1880x1650, 75-litre fuel 
tank, 540/1560-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 16 models in total. 






т 


About time too. New О7 smaller on the 
outside, bigger where it matters. Margin- 
ally less offensive, too. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
3.0TDI272SE £50,345 63 145 272 442 495 149 


Euro NCAP s $$ $4 LxWxH іп mm: 5053x1963x1730, 100-litre fuel 
tank, 295/2075-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


BAC 


‘TopGear on BAC: 
A саг so good to drive that you'll need to take everyone you 
know out for a ride in it. Oh, wait... 








Some say it’s too extreme. All we know is 
that Stig once voted it his car of the year. 
And that some people are fools. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВН MPG 002 
2.3 280 £150,000 28 170 280 206 NA ША 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3952x1800x1110, 35-litre fuel tank, 
NA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 
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BENTLEY 












TopG Berton Perhaps the pick of the premium hatches 
TopGear on entley: ee right now, the 1-Series thrashes the opposi- | 
Speak softly and carry a big stick," as W. O. Bentley tion for driving. M140i is bargainous gem. 


literally never said. 





PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 
116d ED+ 3d £22,180 104 121 16 191 831 89 
1204 Sport 5d £25,990 71 142 190 295 657 ІМ 


M140i 3d £31,875 48 155 340 369 362 179 


Euro NCAP ив 3-8 & LXWxH т mm: 4329x1765x1421, 50/52-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1200-litre boot, 11 engines, 6 trims, 54 models in total. 


2-Series follows BMW’s latest naming 
strategy, but is very much its own car. 
And arather good one at that. he 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG 002 
220d Sport £27,100 71 143 190 295 657 12 


Way better than the David Dickinson 
image would suggest, the Conti GT is a 
masterclass in modern British style. 


BENTLEY-BMW 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 602 
4.0 V8 S £149,800 43 192 528 502 26.7 246 
6.0 W12 Speed £168,900 4.0 206 635 605 195 338 
6.0 W12 Conv’ £165,600 44 195 575 57 190 347 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4806x1920x1400, 90-litre fuel tank, 
358-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 








Brilliant in many ways, but somehow fails M2401 £35,090 48 155 340 369 362 179 
i the m a ыы FIAT PANDA M2 £44,080 45 155 365 369 332 199 
0.9 TWINAIR LOUNGE Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH іп mm: 4432x1774x1418, 52-Ійге fuel 


tank, 390-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


ЕКІ NNI 8-77! 
| қат” 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
4.0У85 £132,800 49 183 507 487 259 254 
6.0 W12 £154,900 4.3 200 625 590 190 343 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5299x1976x1488, 90-litre fuel 
tank, 475-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


ТЕД! 


The replacement for the Arnage, and 





Not only the benchmark small exec, 
but one of the best saloons of all. Now 
facelifted, so even more excellent. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
340i M Sport £38,815 52 155 326 332 361 13 





every bit as opulent and grand. Recent M3 256,605 43 155 431 406 321 204 
facelift hasn’t done the styling any favours. RENAULT TWINGO 316d SE £27620 109 126 18 192 689 109 
1.0 SCE DYNAMIQUE 3204 ED Sport £31170 80 143 163 280 689 108 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 602 
6.75 V8 £229,360 51 ІМ 512 152 168 393 
6.75 V8 Speed £252,000 48 190 537 82 193 342 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH іп mm: 5570x1930x1530, 96-litre fuel tank, 
443-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


BENTAYGA 1 


Bentley aims to clobber the Range Rover 
with its fearsomely quick, luxurious and 


330d xDrive M £39,600 53 155 258 413 533 139 


Euro NCAP 5$ @ $$ LxWxH іп mm: 4624x1811x1429, 57/60-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 10 engines, 7 trims, 66 models in total. 


The name may have changed but the 
Бате? still the same. Smooth, genteel, 
refined and sport-ish. 








expensive Benta UV. PRICE — 0-62 MPH BHP ВТ MPG 002 
à J HYUNDAI 110 430i Luxury £36,025 5.9 155 252 258 43.5 15l 
PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 1.0 PREMIUM 440i M Sport £42235 52 155 326 332 361 19 

O40 dS Nd £160,200 41 187 600 664 216 296 M4 £57065 43 155 431 406 321 204 
Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5140x1998x1742, 85-litre fuel tank, M4 GTS 2121780 38 190 500 443 34.0 194 
431-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 420d SE £32645 73 149 190 295 673 № 


B M W Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4638x1825x1362, 57/60-litre fuel 
tank, 445/480-litre boot, 8 engines, 7 trims, 87 models in total. 


i cars good, 2-Series Active Tourer bad. We'll leave you to 
put the rest of BMW’s range on the swing-o-meter. Remains a top-notch exec thanks to 


The future is here, its electric апа we love | 
it. The rest are now playing catch up. From 
along way behind. 





cosseting cabin and ride. Big, smooth and 
FIAT 500 brilliant Eu d'you need a 7-Series? 


0.9 TWINAIR POP STAR 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1BFI MPG 002 
535i Luxury £44,845 57 155 306 295 377 1M 





М5 £73,985 4.3 155 560 501 285 232 
PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 520d SE £32,615 79 147 190 295 657 ІМ 
13 ЕУ 127Kw #32380 72 93 10 ІМ па 0 5304 Tour SE £43905 59 155 258 43 533 139 
i3 EV REx 127Kw £35530 79 93 10 184 470 13 535d Lux £49,070 53 155 313 464 523 143 
Euro NCAP s & «s LxWxH іп mm: 3999x11775x1578, 9-litre fuel Euro NCAP asa LxWxH іп mm: 4907x1860x1460, 70-litre fuel 
tank(REx), 260-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. tank, 520-litre boot, 13 engines, 6 trims, 62 models in total. 








A7 Sportback SE Executive 3.0 TDI ultra from £47,540 РОТЕ 
‚ 19" alloy wheels + LED headlights > Satellite Navigation 
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BMW-CHEVROLET 





Unusually, BMW launched the 6 as a 
Cabrio first. Also unusually, the coupe’s a 
bit... rubbish. GC 4dr is much better. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG 002 
6501 Sport Со” £75700 46 155 450 480 307 2M 


SALOONS 


М6 Coupe #93165 42 155 560 501 285 232 
640d GC SE £62,295 54 155 33 464 504 148 
М6 GC £95,069 42 155 560 501 285 232 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4890x1890x1370, 70-litre fuel tank, 
460-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 19 models in total. 


ӘН 
Never as attractive а proposition as the 


Merc S-Class, the 7 is phenomenally 
good without anyone really giving a toss. 7 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG [02 
730d 264,530 61 155 269 458 601 124 
740 M Sport = £75,715 56 155 331 332 404 164 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5098/5238x1901x1467, 78-litre fuel 
tank, 515-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 14 models in total. 


0 - 
How does BMW get the 24 wrong: It | 


looks right, but doesn’t drive right. The 
Boxster kicks it in the tenders. 


MERCEDES 02500 
SPORT 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
sDrive18i £29,695 79 137 154 177 45 159 
sDrive28i £39,345 57 155 245 258 415 159 


Euro NCAP * &$LxWXxH in mm: 4240x1790x1290, 61-litre fuel tank, 
180/310-litre boot, 6 engines, 2 trims, 9 models in total. 


A supercar for spacemen. There's noth- 
ing else like it: this is a performance car 
that makes a Prius look like a gas-guzzler. | 


AUDI A4 SPORT ULTRA 
2.0 TDI 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
i8 £104,540 44 155 367 236 1345 49 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4689x1942x1298, 42-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


es ry | 


New X1 ge ets FWD platform from 
2-Series Active Tourer. Is less objection- 
able than old one in every single way. 


SKODA SUPERB 
2.0 TDI 150 SE 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 
xDrive2od E30940 76 137 190 295 589 107 
xDrive25d £36,370 6.6 146 231 332 554 133 


Euro NCAP sase LxWxH т mm: 4439x1821x1598, 61-litre fuel 
tank, 505/1505-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 


М 8 “шз: | 


Far superior to the last one. So much so 
that you question the need for the X5. 
X3 is more socially acceptable, too. 











PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 
xDrive20d SE £33,945 81 130 190 295 554 185 
xDrive35d М Sp’ £46,050 53 152 33 465 471 157 


Euro NCAP «яғ» &LxWxH in mm: 4648x1881x1675, 67-litre fuel 
tank, 550/1600-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


The Audi 





JAGUAR XE 2.00 180 SE 


People with the hides of rhinos and a v А 
А for obnoxiousness bought the | 


6, so we now have to suffer an X4. Joy. | 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
245,55 58 145 258 43 496 М9 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4671x1915x1624, 67-litre fuel tank, 
500/1400-litre boot, 3 engines, 2 trims, 6 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: LESS lo MORE — 


-> BMW X4 xDrive35d M Sport 
BMW 435d xDrive Gran Coupe M Sport 


ОИ ое 
Very good on tarmac, assuming you - 


want to pummel it into submission. Just 
like with those building contracts, уеаһ? 


xDrive3od XLi? 


E 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 
M50d £65,240 5.3 155 381 545 428 173 
xDrive30d SE £49,665 6.8 142 258 413 479 156 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4896х1938х1762, 85-litre fuel tank, 
650/1870-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


CATERHAM 


TopGear on Caterham: 
Small, light and nimble 50-year old cars remain all that. 
But they didn’t have to negotiate X6s in 1965. 












As old as the hills, yet as energetic as 
a spring lamb. The small, light, flimsy 
template still serves the 7 well. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
0.8 160 £18,995 6.9 100 80 79 516 14 
2.0 360 £26,995 48 130 183 143 па na 
620 R £49,995 28 15 30 29 na nla 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in тт: 3530х1690х1140, 36-litre fuel tank, 
75-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: POWER RANGER 


> Caterham Seven 160 engine power 
> Caterham Seven 360 engine power 


CHEVROLET — 


TopGear on Chevrolet: 
If you're looking for Chevrolets such as the Aveo and 
Cruze, you're reading the wrong magazine. 


= 7 
The Americans have got serious 


about taking on the Porsche 911. Others 
have tried before, but rarely as well as this. | 









ІСІК 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
6.2 V8 2LT £62,450 <4.0 186 460 465 235 279 


6.2 М8 5С 206 £87860 34 186 650 650 200 322 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4495x1780x1235, TBC-litre fuel 
tank, TBC-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 





ойкы ын синил ares for the дш! 5 Une Plus 2:0 TD quatro 190P S ок in mpg (ЛОУ. Uban 422 (S) 
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TopGear on Citroen: 


Design-led brand that’s the most ‘French’ of the French car 
firms. Undergoing a bit of a renaissance these days. 





The first time Citroen pot jiggy with 
Peugeot and Toyota, they created some- 
thing quite cool. Now it’s round two. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 RATING 
1.0 Touch 3d £8,495 143 98 69 69 689 95 6/0 


Euro NCAP s s $$ LxWxH іп mm: 3460х1620х1430, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 196/780-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 


G4 CACTUS 


Breath of fresh air, as only Citroen can 


do. Great looking and with L enough 
gadgets to keep a modern family happy. 





PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG G02 RATING 
1.2 75 Touch £12,990 129 103 75 87 614 105 8/0 
2O Eee! £16,815 93 7 10 151 6557 100 8/10 
1.6 BlueHDi Feel £17545 107 14 100 187 785 95 8/10 


Euro NCAP s s ## LxWxH іп mm: 4157x1729x1480, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 358/1170-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 









Funky shapeliness from Citroen, helping & 
make the world of MPVs more accept- 
able. Headlights a particular success. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG 602 RATING 
1.2 PT Feel £23,235 108 125 130 170 565 16 0 
1.6 BlueHDi Feel £24450 113 17 120 221 706 106 8/10 


Euro NCAP $$ $$ & LxWxH in mm: 4590x1830x1630, 60-litre 
fuel tank, 537/1851-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 


TopGear on Dacia: 
Cheap cars from Eastern Europe, via France for a bit of 





je ne sais quoi, and then on to the budget-conscious. 


SANDERO 





The UK’s cheapest new car - you can 
lease one for less than a Sky TV package. 
Nothing here besides simple transport. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG (42 RATING 
1.2 75 Access £5,995 145 97 75 18 49 137 6/10 
0.9 ТСе 90 Amb £7595 ІІ 109 90 99 543 120 BI0 
1.5 dCi 90 Amb £8595 121 107 90 162 743 99 6/0 


Euro NCAP s &# LxWxH іп mm: 4060x1730x1520, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 320/1200-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


Simple, high-riding crossover-style 
five-seater is a TopGear favourite. Good 
value, surprisingly able, very tough. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВТ MPG 002 RATING 
1.6 105 Access £9495 115 102 105 109 398 165 7/10 
1.5 dCi Amb’ £1,995 1.8 106 10 17 565 130 7/10 


Euro NCAP ве î LxWxH in тт: 4320x1820x1700, 50-litre fuel tank, 
475/1636-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 





FASTEST 0-62MPH SUB-1.0 












a шшш т шш шшш „шы 2. 





| TopGear on DS: 
Citroen’s new sub-brand will focus on style, tech and luxury. 
Think Lexus. Only French-er. 


HS суш. | 








A former Car of the Year anda pean, | main 
mincing Gallic leap forward for Citroen. i Га 
Not fast, but a kick up the arse for Mini. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 RATING 
1.2 PT Chic £13,995 123 108 82 à 87 614 107 110 
1.6 PT Prestige £19295 75 135 165 Ш 504 129 7/0 


Euro NCAP èa LxWxH in mm: 3948x1715x1483, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 285/975-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: HIDDEN НОТ HATCH . 


> DS 31.6 THP 210 Performance 0-62mph 
- Peugeot 208 GTI 1.6 THP 208 0-62mph 


The most avantgarde DS. Not as inspir- 
ing as the 3, and the ride should still be 
better, but family cars come no cooler. 









PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG (42 RATING 


2.0 BlueHDi 227140 10.6 127 150 272 689 105 10 
Euro NCAP iê LxWxH in mm: 4530x1870x1540, 60-litre fuel tank, 
465-litre boot (Hybrid 3251), 5 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 

mi. == = — NE >. 





TopGear on Ferrari: 


Art and science blended into the most alluring and 
| diverse supercar range in the company’s history. 


CALIFORNIA T & 


The Ferrari that everyone thought was а 
Maserati now has a turbo V8. Purists will 
hate it, but it'll bring in buyers. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG (02 RATING 
3.8 V8 T £155,230 3.6 196 560 556 269 250 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4570x1910x1322, 78-litre fuel tank, 
240/340-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


“< 


So long, natural aspiration. Twin-charged 
488 is new-age fast, but not quite as fizzy 
as the car it replaces. Mighty nonetheless. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG CO2 RATING 
488 GTB £183,964 3.0 205 670 560 247 260 39/10 
488 Spider £204,391 3.0 203 670 560 247 260 59/0 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4568x1952x1213, 78-litre fuel tank, 
230-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


a 0 


The F12 is bombastic, epic and howlingly pa ж 
fast. The fastest ever until the LaFerrari T 
came along. Emphatically not just a GT. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG CO2 RATING 
6.3 У12 £24,053 31 21 740 508 188 350 10/10 
6.3 V12 Тағ £330,000 29 2П 770 520 183 360 10/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4620x1940x1270, 92-litre fuel tank, 
350-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 





Audi Q5 S line Plus 2.0 TDI quattro from £40,045 ROTR 
> 20" alloy wheels * Satellite Navigation * Audi Music Interface 
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A much-needed sharpening for the FF, 


now with an even sillier name. In a wonder- № 
ful V12 shooting brake class of one. 






— 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4922x1980x1383, 91-litre fuel tank, 
450/800-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 









TopGear on Fiat: 
Good when they do the small stuff, bad when they go 
beyond it. Buy a Panda and be content. 


PANDA | 


It’s back, it’s slightly rounder and it’s 
still entirely brilliant. Come ’ere cuddly 
Panda, we want to give you a hug. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 002 RATING 





1.2 Easy+ £10,710 142 102 69 5 554 18 8/10 


Euro NCAP вен LxWxH in mm: 3650х1640х1550, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 225/870-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 


E 2 


Not quite the Sixties revival Fiat was 
angling for, but the 500 is a refreshing 
alternative to Mini-shaped ubiquity. 





L 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕ MPG 002 RATING 
1.2 Pop Star £1,925 12.9 99 69 75 601 Їй 7/0 


500C 0.9 Lounge £17230 10.0 17 105 107 673 99 6/10 


Euro NCAP 5$ $$$ & LxWxH іп mm: 3571x1627x1488, 38-litre fuel 
tank, 185-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 26 models in total. 


ABARTH 500 


Short on talent, one n appeal, that’s 
the rufty-tufty Abarth. Pogo stick ride 
but ever so eager with it. 














PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 002 RATING 


695 Biposto £33,060 59 143 190 185 435 155 7/10 


Euro NCAP èë $$$ LxWxH іп mm: 3660x1630x1490, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 185/610-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 


Don't be misled by the badge and the | » 


headlights. The 500L is more Panda 
than 500, and bigger than you expect. 





PRICE 0-52 MPH BHP ВИН MPG 002 RATING 
1.495 Pop £13,665 128 106 95 93 463 M3 5/0 


Euro NCAP ss s« «LxWxH іп mm: 4147х1784х1667, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 343/1310-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 











The quest to cash in on the 500 continues. 
Similar lights, but otherwise there’s nothing 
500-ish here. Not a bad crossover, mind. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG GO2 RATING 
1.4 МАГ P'Star £18,065 98 18 140 10 471 139 6/10 


2.0 MJet Cross £22,565 95 18 140 258 576 130 6/10 


Euro NCAP ғ ###LxWxXH іп mm: 4248x1796x1600, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1000-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 13 models in total. 


Тә 


PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР LBFT MPG CO2 RATING 











An old name brought back from the grave 
to add a mite of flair to a humdrum cheap 
hatchback. No vices, but no virtues, either. 











Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4370x1790x1500, 48-litre fuel tank, 
440-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 26 models in total. 


124 SPIDER 


Turbo torque and firmer chassis means 
Fiat’s MX-5 gets right up Mazda’s nose. If 
only it didn’t look like a Dodge Viper kit car 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG 002 RATING 












Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4054x1740x1233, 45-litre fuel tank, 
140-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 






































| MERCEDES E-CLASS | 











Nick Thomas, King's Lynn 








VOLVO S90 D4 IN'TION 
Price 














TopGear on Ford: 


Proof that mass market motoring can have an edge. 
Note: this does not apply to {Не disappointing EcoSport. 


FIESTA 


Arguably the best supermini on sale. 
Pace-setter or pacemaker, there’s some- 
thing for everyone here. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВТ MPG (42 RATING 


10Т Zetec 3d £14395 12 12 100 125 657 99 8/10 





LAT ST200 £22,145 67 142 200 24 463 140 8/10 
1.5 Tio dtec5d £16,495 1.9 Ш 95 159 883 82 8/10 


fara NCAP $$ sss LxWxH іп mm: 3950x1720x1480, 42-litre fuel 
iii, 295/979-litre boot, 10 engines, 8 trims, 48 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: POWER UP 
£22,145 (+ 28% over ST 1) 





FOCIS 





Меру engines, new interior design, even 
а tweak bo perk the handling back up. 
Focus is back to its best. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВТ MPG 002 RATING 
LOT Zetec 219,345 10 120 125 147 601 108 8/10 
207571 222150 65 155 255 250 45 159 8/10 
1.5 TDCi Zetec £20,045 105 120 120 199 743 98 7/0 


Euro NCAP & $ $4 LxWxH іп mm: 4358x1823x1484, 53-litre 
fuel tank, 363/1148-litre boot, 10 engines, 6 trims, 52 models in total. 


Been on sale in the US for three years 
now. Smooth, refined and not too 
American. Well done Ford. 





PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG (42 RATING 
1.5 TDCi Style £21445 117 19 120 199 785 94 7/10 
1.5Т Zetec £21,895 42 138 160 17 487 134 110 


Euro NCAP s ê ê LxWxH іп mm: 4780x1890x1500, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 540/1460-litre boot, 7 engines, 4 trims, 34 models in total. 


Ford's reply to the Vauxhall Meriva. Sliding 4 
rear doors and no B-pillars means easy ac- 
cess and brilliant packaging. Fine car. 












PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG (42 RATING 


1.4 Studio £13,295 138 106 90 М 41 189 70 





Euro NCAP ès LxWxH іп mm: 4080x1860x1600, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 318/1386-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Now with added grille. C-Max gets Ford's 
new family face and myriad very welcome 
improvements elsewhere. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG 602 RATING 
1.0Т Zetec £19,645 ПД 16 125 05 554 17 60 





Euro NCAP зева LxWxH іп mm: 4380/4519x1860x1620, 53/60-litre 
fuel tank, 432/1723-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 


Second-gen of Ford’s low-roofed MPV 
keeps its dad’s fine dynamics, with a 
much smarter interior 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВИ MPG 002 RATING 

1.5SCTiZetec £25145 99 124 160 ІП 435 149 8/0 
Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4796x1916x1655, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 285/2200-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 11 models in total. 


Ford’s flagship seven-seater offers extra 
headroom, but is otherwise upstaged by 
the livelier and more desirable S-Max. 











PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 602 АТАБ 


Euro NCAP s» ss LxWxH іп mm: 4848x1916x1747, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 300/2339-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 





FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 





The Kuga has grown up and bought 
some sensible slacks. Sure, it’s highly 
competent, but so are others. 





ВА MPG 002 
177 45.6 13 


180 2% 54.3 135 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.5T Titanium 22345 97 121 150 


2.0 TDCi AWD £26,845 92 126 


Euro NCAP s «s se LxWxH in mm: 4520x1840x1700, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 456/1653-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 


Te 
= .. 


Like the Mustang, the Edge is pinched 
from Ford's US line-up. Is tasked with tak- 
ing on the Audi Q5 and BMW ХЗ. 





ВА MPG 002 
180 2% 487 149 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
2.0 TCDi Zetec £29995 99 124 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4777x1927x1742, 60-litre fuel 
tank, TBA/1788-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


MUSTAN 


At last, a muscle car to call our own. 
Mustang now here in right-hand drive, 
still feels very American. Also large. 





ВА MPG 002 
55 34 320 353 179 


55 48 387 20.9 299 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
2.3Т £30,995 5.8 


5.0 V8 GT £34,995 48 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4784x1916x1381, 61-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


HONDA (ЕМІ 


Reliable, parus model range that seems a lot brighter 


now the Civic Type-R is here. 


uc сш Ww 
pes 


Latest Jazz is clever. Very clever. De- 
serves to be bought by more under 80s | 
than it almost certainly will be. i 


TopGear on Honda: 










ВА MPG 002 
£15,605 1.2 18 102 91 565 16 


PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.3 SE Navi 


Euro NCAP sss $3 LxWxH іп mm: 3995x1694x1550, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 354/897-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


Facelift helped add interest to the fading 
Civic; Type R introduced a rocket into 
dealerships for guaranteed fireworks. 





IBFT MPG 002 
167 310 295 387 10 
16.3 98 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
2.0 Type R £30,000 57 
1.6 DTEC Sport £21190 10.5 129 120 221 


Euro NCAP в $ & &LxXWxH in mm: 4370x1770x1470, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 477/1378-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 25 models in total. 


Honda Jazz with a bit more chunk and А 


the option of 4WD. Smaller than а 
Qashqai. Think Mazda СХ-3. 





IBFT MPG 002 
4 504 130 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
#18495 107 18 130 


Euro NCAP * $ $3 LxWxH іп mm: 4294xTBAx1605, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 453/1026-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


7575 









> Entry-level Honda HR-V 
> Entry-level Nissan Qashqai 





A car engineered for accountants. It’s a 
great all-rounder but deeply boring with № 
it. There are few more reliable SUVs. 


IBFT MPG 002 
160 258 577 129 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.6 DTEC SE № £29230 96 ША 


Euro NCAP ê @ &LxXWxH іп mm: 4570x1820x1685, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 589/1648-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


NSX на/Ц| || 
New NSX has had maybe E gesta- g » a 


tion of any car ever. We've only driven it 
in the States, but early signs are good... 





ВА MPG 002 
573 406 TBA ТВА 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
3.5TT hybrid £130,000 530 19 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH іп mm: 4470x1940x1215, 60-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


HYUNDAI 


TopGear on Hyundai: 
Value-packed Korean has earned a proper reputation for 
capable cars. Excuse us while we tuck into our hats. 


Lacks the charisma of the Panda and the 
sheer polish of the Up! but actually, if 
you don’t care about cars, buy this one. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
£8,995 149 96 66 69 601 108 


Euro NCAP ате» LxWxH іп mm: 3665x1660x1500, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 252-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


100 iem 
It’s the latest i20! It’s not that exciting! „та 


Otherwise a very worthy and competent 
supermini, now with decent 1.0 engines. 


05S 





ВА MPG 002 
126 58.9 10 
138 99 8 90 589 12 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.0 T-GDI Active £15,225 10.9 109 100 
1.2 S Air £11,745 


Euro NCAP s $ 4 & LXWxH in тт: 4035x1734x1474, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 301/1042-litre boot, 7 engines, 6 trims,34 models in total. 


Е NN —— 


ut 
Coo, Hyundai seems to be catching р E 
with Kia in the design stakes, and catching 
up with everyone else everywhere else. 





ВА MPG 002 
їй 206 784 94 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.6 CRDi BD SE 218,595 106 117 


Euro NCAP s & LxWxH іп mm: 4300x1780x1470, 53-litre fuel 
tank, 378/1316-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 18 models in total. 


N rs. | 


Hyundai takes a swipe at Toyota’s Prius =" 
- and floors it first "n It’s £4,000 а 


cheaper too. Korea one, Japan nil. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
1.6 hybrid SE £19,995 108 115 106 108 831 79 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1820x1450, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 443/1,505-litre boot, 2 p’trains, 3 trim, 5 models in total. 





Not long ago, a Hyundai would be beige 
and so would its driver. The stylish i40 
has changed all that. Estate is the pick. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕТ MPG 002 
1.7 CRDi S Tour’ £21745 105 124 141 251 657 ІМ 


Euro NCAP s & $$ # LXWxH in mm: 4775x1815x1470, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 553/1719-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 


TUCSON 


Just what the world needed. Another 
compact SUV. Silly name, but if youre into 
this kind of thing, quite good. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
2.0CRDi 2WD SE £24,545 106 16 136 275 589 127 


Euro NCAP ëse LxWxH іп mm: 4475x1850x1645, 62-litre fuel 
tank, 513/1503-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 18 models in total. 


SANTA FE 


Can't afford a Disco? Then step this way, E: - aa 

as savvy Santa Fe shows there i не, lı 

way. Gymkhana mums might not agree. 4 | 
PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 

2.2 CRDi Prem £31,850 98 18 197 ӘП 463 161 


Euro NCAP se LxWxH іп mm: 4660x1890x1760, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 534-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


INFINITI jd 


TopGear on Infiniti: 
Posh Nissan offshoot desperately aiming to emulate Lexus. 
In Europe, we’re still struggling to notice. Or care. 








An Infiniti people may actually buy, or soit 8 
hopes. Different, for sure, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean better... 


ВА MPG 002 
192 68.9 108 
258 842 115 


PRICE 0-52 MPH BHP 
£21,500 12.0 18 108 
£28,280 86 134 170 


Euro NCAP ##@@ #@LxWxH іп mm: 4425x1805x1495, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 368-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 38 models in total. 


1.5d SE 
2.2d Business 


py 















More sharply styled but otherwise anony- 
mous saloon from Nissan’s lux wing. This 
time aimed at the BMW 3-Series. 





ВА MPG 002 
170 295 65.07 14 
155 364 402 43.0 144 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
Q5o 2.2d SE £29,320 8.7 144 
Осо Hybrid £41,070 51 


Euro NCAP = 8# LxWxH іп mm: 4790x1820x1450, 74-litre fuel 
tank, 400/500-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


JAGUAR frs 


_ TopGear on Jaguar: 





esd Sas Callum design and a raffish demeanor get you so 


far. Over-powered engines take you the rest of the way. 


Ре ты 
Y 


Forget the F-Type, this is actually the most E 
Шар Jaguar of the last decade. Needs = ра 
to banish all memory of the Х-Туре. Oops. i" 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 


2.07 SE £26,995 1 ІП 200 206 377 179 
3.0 V6 S/C S £44,995 51 155 340 332 34.9 194 
2.0D 180 SE £30,275 78 140 180 317 673 109 


Euro NCAP s s аа & LXWxH in mm: 4672x1850x1416, 47-63-litre 
fuel tank, 450-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 14 models in total. 


New XF is good. Probably-better-than-a- 
5-Series good. Lovely inside too, just not 
big enough for plutocrat bellies. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
3.0 V6 S/C S £49,955 51 155 380 332 34.0 198 
2.00 180 К Sp’ #35100 77 136 180 ЗП 657 ІМ 
3.00 V6 $ £49,995 58 155 300 332 54 ІМ 


Euro NCAP s & s #lxWxH in mm: 4954x1880x1457, 55/66/74-litre 
fuel tank, 540/963-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


o С - 
Zoinks. The XJ is rapid, refined and just = 


plain beautiful. The interior is so special 
we invented an award for it. 





ВА MPG 002 
174 550 502 25.5 264 
155 300 516 496 149 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
5.0 V8 XJR £91,775 44 
3.0D V6 R-Sport £70,980 5.9 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5130/5260x1890x1490, 77/82-litre 
fuel tank, 520-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 13 models in total. 


Not as pointy as a Porsche Macan, but " 
cleverly pitched and therefore bound to 
become a best-seller... 





ВА MPG 002 
£34170 85 130 180 317 57 129 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
2.0D Prestige 


3.0 S Diesel 251,450 58 150 300 517 471 159 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4731x1936x1652, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 650-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 


аш Len x 
Over-priced Cayman rival, orcut-price | T 7 1 
UU 


911 alternative? Who cares, when the 
F-Type is this sodding good? 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІЗІ MPG 002 
£60,775 49 Ш 380 339 318 213 
£91,680 39 186 550 501 250 269 
£110,000 3.5 200 575 517 25.0 269 


3.0 V6 S Coupe 
5.0 V8 RAWD 
5.0 V8 SVR 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1920x1300, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 196/315-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 


JEEP 


TopGear on Jeep: 
Oblong-obsessed 4x4 experts still trading off WWII heroics. 
Don’t mention the Italian and German oily bits underneath. 












Meet the Fiat 500X's Yankee cousin. The 
styling's a bit yee-hah, but it drives with 
Euro sophistication, with added fun. 


ВА MPG 002 
£17495 159 11 12 12 ДІ Mi 
£20,895 109 12 142 10 0471 140 


PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР 
1.6 Sport 
1.4 MAir Long?’ 


Euro NCAP $ $$ $$ LxWxH іп mm: 4236x1805x1667, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 351/1356-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEWS 


FÜRD-JEEP 





JEEP-LAND ROVER 





| ІІ! 





LAMBORGHINI 


After a leave of absence, the Cherokee 
is back to do battle with the Freelander. 
It’s priced well and looks... interesting. 






TopGear on Lamborghini: 
H OW | О The supercar for those who don’t care about lap times. 
Or The Green Party. Or visibility. But like hexagons. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG [02 AIR ALAN 


ыс са ша 533 ШШ Lambo’s riposte to the 458 and 6505 
2.2 MJet 200 4x4 £37245 85 177 0 EM uU E АМ "hé smoother, ticker, but & stili exgentially 


Gallardo v2 0 
Euro NCAP èëè LxWxH in mmi йа АНЫН, a Кәні 
tank, 714/1267-litre boot, 4 en giza. d trien, 11 medela |н total. 





mS FE MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 


GRAND CHEROKEE 56 | LP 580-2 ыш М 199 580 398 237 278 
= ! — ALFA ROMEO GIULIA QV | ' 


Jeep may be under Fiat’s control, but LP 610-4 pum 12 202 60 13 226 290 


no-one appears to have told the Grand Шық, 
Cherokee. Big, thirsty, pricey. ыга МСАР n/a, ілік ік mm: 4459x1924x1165, 80-litre fuel tank, 


ТА ига boot, 1 сөре, 1 lm, 1 model in total. 





PRICE 0-62 MPÀ шу ША Gm E 
6.4 V8 SRT 265,995 5.0 108 Ш 40 me EM 
3.0 СВО O’land £48195 82 08 0 i ш м 


Euro NCAP ii më LxWxH т mm: athe TREAT 760, 03 - Ба: ыі 
tank, 782/1554-litre boot, 2 en gima, 7 iima, 7 memis in terial. 


KIA (КІЛ) 


| TopGear on Kia: 





ГАС 

arp Hes pum pu «nens doesnt disap- 
pont. A hire of Rudi has crept in, but 
hus Aventador Ы. ill bone 





FER Вы MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
LP 700-4 ПАШ 24 27 700 509 16 370 
LP 750-4 SV паш! її 21+ 750 509 177 370 


lure НСАР n/a, Latah ім me: 4780x2030x1140, 90-litre fuel tank, 
eters ке. 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


Vin —H | 


Seven year-warranty-backed ra of wivtagpoods with 
Sere duffer AE em. We ls тытрғіныі 35 you шге. 


PICANTO | 








A Kia cracker. Latest Picanto looks рый celebrates Ferrucio's 
good, drives well, costs little and is ОО” weh more power, rear heel steer 
warrantied to the max. Basic price: 259.000 and mone carbon than a coa! mne. 
PRICE 0-62 MPE № UM EM EE ; 4 е» қаш = his Fenice bo, S03bhp. NEG FEE MPH BHP ІН MPG C02 
1.01 3d 28,345 139 95 68 70 673 99 ЭЕ eile PME = LP 770-4 ЕЛП 28 217 770 517 ТВА ТВА 
Performance: 0-62mph 3.9secs, 191трһ | 
ть 210745 1.0 106 85 89 657 100 4 Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH іп mm: 4924x2062x1143, TBA-litre fuel 
3 ы . Weight: 1,560kg tank, TBA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 
Euro NCAP $$$ LxWxH in mm: 3600x1600x1480, 35-litre fuel Colour: Competizione Red (£1 750) 


tank, 200/870-litre boot, 2 engines, 7 trims, 11 models in total. 


Still a white goods car, but now it’s white 
goods by John Lewis. Build quality is a 
rival for VW now, as is much else. 


Wheels: 19" dark alloys (£350) LAND ROVER 


Trim: black leather/Alcantara with red TopGear on Land Rover: 
stitching, red lower dashboard (£0) A genuine UK success story with the whole range 
Standard equipment: Alfa Connect 8.8in эе ы шынынын шн шы ыы шыц 






infotainment system, Bluetooth, DAB, DISCOVERY SPORT | 
2 . иы ШО oe parking sensors, rain sensor Freelander gets а new name, and much | Es 
1.0T-GDi СТІ? £20,220 103 18 18 26 576 15 Options: Harmon Kardon Audio (£950), more besides. Not cheap, but it’s what "7! E к= a 
1.6T GT £23,610 73 143 201 195 382 170 Sparco Carbonshell sports seats yummy-mummys will be driving this year. = ? = 
Euro NCAP в 4 & & а LxWxH in mm: 4310x1780x1470, 53-litre fuel (£2,500), Convenience Pack (£425), EE o ИЕ uo №. 
tank, 380/1318-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 18 models in total. carbon ceramic brakes (£5,500), ded ee КО лз a Cae 





| brake calipers (£250), leather/Alcantara 2.0TD4180SE £32795 94 Ш 180 37 533 139 
flat-bottomed wheel (£225) 


TOTAL PRICE: £70,950 | 


Kia’s crossover hybrid is extremely well 
riced and doesn’t use a horrid CVT. 
ber driver, you're spoiled here. 


Euro NCAP s: s à LxWxH іп mm: 4599x1895x1724, 54-litre fuel 
tank, 195/1698-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


-DATA IN NUMBERS: 1D4-BY-MANY 
-> No. of variants using core 2.0 TD4 engine 


lustus | 


The best practical SUV on sale. Massive 
inside, thoughtful design, astonishing 
ability. Revised once again in 2014. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBF MPG 002 
1.6 GDI 2 222195 111 101 i 196 74.3 88 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4355x1805x1535, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 427/1425-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


| DATA IN NUMBERS: HYBRID HIGHS 





> Kia Niro 2 fuel economy 
> Toyota RAVA Hybrid fuel economy ee 
3.0 SDV6 Graph’ £47505 88 12 256 443 353 213 
D 
| | | Euro NCAP в @@#LxWxH іп mm: 4830x1880x1890, 84-litre fuel 





tank, 280/2560-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


ANGE ROVER EVOUL ж 


А Range Rover for a younger, more 
stylish, more urban audience. One for 
fashionistas, not farmers. 


Kias are normally somewhat pleasant- 
looking. This one isn’t. Good though, so 
don’t discount it. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 002 
1.6 GDi 1 £18,000 11 13 130 19 122 156 
2.0 CRDi GT-Line £25,850 101 14 134 275 543 139 


Euro NCAP еее LxWxH іп mm: 4480x TES T4635. 61-інге Ft 
tank, 491/1480-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trim, 13 гтемінін іг petal 


KOENIGSEGG c 


| TopGear on Koenigsegg: 
Swedish purveyors of deeply outrage Süit supere. 
Big and shouty - yes. But also quite clever. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1BFI MPG 002 
2.0 ера ŞE ЗМС [30,600 105 13 150 317 657 113 
2.0 TDA SE Tech £95,200 9.5 124 180 317 589 125 


Burp МСА таш ee LxWxH іп mm: 4360x1960x1610, 60/70-litre 
eal tunk, $53 1445-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 


TIT HET = i 
ІЛ 7 "il a к. = ` | 
А prettier RS would be a contradiction іп E x | 


berms, bur the new one definitely comes 
weith hems Са ораг ss. 














Т | Jh 





True to form, latest Зеро is maddest yet. 
Petrol-electric hybrid with a weird single 


speed 'box. It's a huge achievement. PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 


5.0 SVR 295,900 45 162 550 500 221 298 
PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ШИ M ШШ 30566 HSE £62,700 68 130 292 442 377 199 
5.0 V8 T PHEV ҰЛЫП 28 250 1480 ЫЛ ПЫ TH 3.04 SDV& НЕМ £86595 64 130 345 57 456 164 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4560х2052ж1170, ЕТ-Іңғе foal ers МСАР тұз, LxWxH іп mm: 4850x1983x1780, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 150-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 mill in кіші. tank, RMP [ге boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 8 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK 60 ТО 10 P GEAR.GOM REVIEWS 








This is not an SUV. That’s too common 
a badge. Instead, think go-anywhere 
luxury car. Or GALC. Hmm, catchy. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕ MPG 002 RATING 


5.0 SC Autob’ £103,350 51 140 50 461 205 322 8/10 





4.4 SDV8 Vge SE £89750 65 135 340 517 325 229 9/0 
Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5000/5199x2070x1840, 85/105-litre 


fuel tnk, 909/2030-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


TopGear on Lexus: 


Angular luxo-Toyotas reverting back to hybrid slumberland 
after mad, intoxicatingly awesome LFA supercar. - 


3-Series drive too well for you? Then buy | 


this, it’s worse. In other areas, І5 gives the = 
Germans a much tougher time. = 









PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 RATING 
IS 200t Sport £28,995 10 143 180 258 392 167 ТІП 
Euro NCAP вже LxWxH іп mm: 4670x1810x1430, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 450/480-litre boot, 2 engines, 6 trims, 10 models in total. 


يي تڪ 


Bit heavier than we hoped, but roaring 
V8 is sure to give BMW’s M4 a few 
headaches. Good thing, too. 








PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG CO2 RATING 





RCE £59,995 45 167 450 384 26.2 262 ТІП 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4705x1845x1390, 66-litre fuel tank, 
366-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 7 models in total. 


Lexus takes NX and scales up. However 


pore the RX is, it will almost certainly 
e better than the old one. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG CO2 RATING 


RX 200T S £39,995 92 124 238 258 362 181 6/10 





Euro NCAP sè LxWxH іп mm: 4890x1895x1690, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 453-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 7 models in total. 





TopGear on Lotus: 
Overlook shaky economics and turnip farmer jokes 


and you'll find sports cars close to driving nirvana. 





Still a joy, the current Elise offers vis- 
ceral MU VIE C Ue in a relatively usable 
package. This is steering feel. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 RATING 
1.6 Sport £29900 65 127 134 118 448 149 81/10 
1.8 SC Cup 250 #45600 43 154 243 184 377 15 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3790x1850x1120, 44-litre fuel tank, 
112-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


MM 
More power = good, more price = bad. 


400 is astonishingly good to drive but an 
uphill struggle against Cayman and 911. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG CO2 RATING 
3.5.9 £61,895 4B 


1729 345 295 287 229 8/10 





Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4340x1850x1220, 55-litre fuel tank, 
160-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


Lotus' track car has grown up and got 
heavier. But don't worry, this makes it 
more usable. Deliriously good to drive. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG CO2 RATING 





3.5 Roadster S £55,500 38 145 350 295 280 236 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4084x1802x1 129, 40-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 4 models in total. 








кө 10 


Porsche Panamera 


l Diesel 4S 









































































The extraordinary Lotus 3-Eleven is a re- 
markable driver’s car with thrilling speed 
and mesmerising on-road talent. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕ MPG 002 RATING 





Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: tba, tba-litre fuel tank, 40-litre 
boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


TopGear on Maserati: 


Ferrari’s moody cousin. Every model beaten in every way 
Бу German opposition, save for cachet, cool, and style. 


Maserati builds a BMW 5-Series. It’s 
available with a diesel engine. Well, they 
think it’s a good idea. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG 002 RATING 
£53590 56 163 330 369 294 223 6/0 


3.0 V6 






3.0 V6 Diesel 


£49165 63 155 275 442 479 158 6/0 


Euro NCAP 5$ s $$ LxWxH in mm: 4970x1950x1460, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 500-litre boot, 3 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


QUATTROPORTE Il 





Noooo - what have they done? The old 
one was soul personified, this looks a 
bit... meh. Still, at least it drives better. 


а 
Cae = 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕ MPG 102 RATING 





3.0 V6 Diesel 269,565 64 155 275 443 45.6 183 6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5050x1900x1440, 90-litre fuel 
tank, 450-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


О 


Muscular, pretty coupe that’s more GT 
than sports car. Nothing wrong there 
and the MC Strad has bite if you need it. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 RATING 


4.7 460 Sport £9440 48 185 460 383 197 331 8/10 








4.7 GranCabrio £98970 52 17 440 361 195 337 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4880x1920x1350, 86-litre fuel 
tank, 260-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


JAN 


Get over the slightly Chinese Cayenne- 
copy styling and you'll find a serious! 
well-sorted SUV. Only diesel for the UK. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG CO2 RATING 















Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5003x1968x1679, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 580-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


TopGear on Mazda: 


Remember when every single Ford was the best to drive 
| in its class? Well, Mazda’s nicked that mantle. 


The last 2 was a sleeper - it never set out 
to be sparky, but somehow achieved it. 
Same again. Just with a hint more polish. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG CO2 RATING 
100 601 10 7/10 


1.5 SE FI2195 121 106 75 








Euro NCAP = #8 «LxWxH іп mm: 4060x1695x1495, 44-litre fuel 
tank, 280/950-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 





The 6% design language moves to the 3. So 
does the handling verve. After that were 
less sure why youd have one over a Golf. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG CO2 RATING 
1.5 SE 217095 108 13 100 10 554 19 6/0 
2.0 Sport Nav = £22170 82 130 165 154 487 135 6/10 


Euro NCAP * &$ s LxWxH in mm: 4465x1795x1450, 51-litre fuel 
tank, 364-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 17 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TÛ 





MAZDA-MERCEDES-BENZ 





Handsome mid-size saloon with some 
clever engine tech underneath. Drives 
well, possibly a bit middle management. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНГІ MPG 002 
2.0 Sport Nav £24595 91 134 165 154 478 135 
2.2D Sport Мау £26395 91 131 150 280 724 107 


Euro NCAP è LxWxH in mm: 4870x1840x1450, 62-litre fuel 
tank, 489-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 


MU 
Ignore the e the MX-5 is 


back and, crucially, better than it’s ever 
been before. Happy, simple fun. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
I.5 SE £18,495 83 127 131 11 ШІ 139 
2.0 Sport Nav £23700 73 133 160 148 404 16l 


Euro NCAP $$$ $ LxWxH іп mm: 3915х1735х1225, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 130-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: МХ-о VS 124 SPIDER 


> Mazda MX-5, prices from 
> Fiat 124 Spider, prices from 








Because the Nissan Juke doesn’t have 
enough rivals already. CX-3 is pretty 
and drives well, though. 


MPG 002 
#17595 9.0 19 120 151 479 137 


PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР LBF 
20 SE 
1.5D SE £18,995 101 10 105 199 706 105 


Euro NCAP $$$ $LXWxH т mm: 4275x1765x1535, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1260-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 


MCLAREN ессен? 


TopGear on McLaren: 


Hyper-clinical British outfit spinning ever more baffling 
model choices off its bi-turbo V8 and carbon tub. 


SPORTS SERIES 
Meet McLaren’s bonny, bouncy baby. 


As if. 570S is as focused and fast as its 
siblings. Just cheaper. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 


540C £126,020 34 199 540 399 255 258 
570S £143,270 31 204 570 443 25.5 258 
570GT 2154,05 34 204 570 443 26.6 249 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4530x1910x1202, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 150-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


STIDER SEE | 
| 


Not a facelifted 12C, says McLaren, but an | 
all new car. Has a P1 nose, more speed, is 
the car the 12C should have been. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
6505 £195,305 3.0 207 650 500 242 275 
650S Spider £215,305 3.2 207 650 500 242 275 
675LT Spider £285,470 29 203 675 57 242 275 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4512x1910x1199, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 145-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


Bullet R+ Moto Edition 

















MERCEDES-BENZ 


TopGear on Mercedes-Benz: 


More letters combos than a bath of alphabet soup. Slurp 
through that and the cars are very tasty. | 
=. а” | | 
„ж = — 


Mm 
Sea 


Despite the bulbous drunkards nose, 
ВА MPG 002 








this is а conventional hatch. Watch the 
spec or you'll muck it up. 


A 45 AMG £40,695 42 155 381 351 40.9 162 
А 180d SE £22,485 113 18 109 192 807 89 
А 2004 AMGL £25,850 93 130 136 221 628 116 


Euro NCAP $ $$ $ & LxWxH т mm: 4299x1780x1433, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 341/1157-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 57 models in total. 


ШЇ à 


This Volkswagen Golf SV rival remains 
oddly proportioned but has plenty of 
tech inside. Not to mention space. 






ВА MPG 002 
184 70.6 104 
179 250 NA 0 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
£23,245 1.6 18 109 
£32,670 79 100 


Euro NCAP ë LxWxH іп mm: 4360x1790x1560, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 488-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 57 models in total. 


Inn  _ 
Sleek and sophisticated C-Class takes 


the fight to the 3-Series. Better lookin 
and highly desirable, especially the C63. 


B 180d SE 
Electric Drive 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 


АМС С 43 4M’ £44460 47 155 372 384 349 183 
АМС С 63 $ £67450 4.0 155 57 57 345 192 
С 2204 AMGL £34,295 77 145 170 295 706 108 
С 350e PHEV £38,900 59 155 293 258 1345 48 


Euro NCAP s $$ s LxWxH іп mm: 4685x1810x1447, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 99 models in total. 


Laden with tech and wonderfully calming. 
New E gets Merc back in the big exec 
game. Even if it does look like a C-Class... 





ВЕ MPG 002 
295 124 102 


PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР 
£35,935 73 149 194 
Е 2204 AMG Li’ £38430 73 149 194 295 724 12 
E350d AMG Г’ £47425 59 155 258 457 543 144 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4923x1852x1468, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 540-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


[5-55 


Meet the car that has a ао 
saved the luxury car class from the SUV 
incursion. Sublime in most ways. 


E 220d SE 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
S 400 L Hybrid £72900 68 155 333 272 448 147 
$ 5001 £90,525 48 155 455 56 317 207 
5,2350 Ed £68,870 6.8 155 258 457 504 148 
S600 Maybach 165,730 5.0 155 537 613 241 274 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5110/5250x1900x1490, 70/80-litre 
fuel tank, 510/530-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 21 models in total. 

















One of the most competent cars in 
Merc’s range. It no longer defines cool 


like the first one, but it’s all top drawer. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
CLS 350d 250,695 6.5 155 265 457 514 142 
CLS 63 AMG SB £87025 4.2 155 593 590 280 235 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4920x1850x1470, 580-litre fuel tank, 
520-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 11 models in total. 


БЕРІК) | 
Loads of tech, loads of power, loads of 


class, quite a bit of cash. New coupe is 
good enough to justify it all. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
S 500 £98,050 4.6 155 455 516 300 219 
S 63 AMG £127,675 4.3 155 585 663 279 237 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5027x1899x1411, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 400-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


An all-new name but not an all-new car 
- and you can tell. The V8 AMG is gone 
too. Prices keener to compensate. 





ВА MPG 002 
155 367 384 362 178 
152 204 369 706 1M 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
SLC 43 AMG £46,360 47 
SLC 250d Sport £32995 66 


Euro NCAP s @ ача LxWxH іп mm: 4143x1810x1300, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 225/335-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


r - = 
SL ^" » 


Perhaps the best all-round, usable hard- 
top convertible on sale today. Practical, 
fast, excellent quality and dynamics. 





MPG 002 
SL 400 АМС L V6 £73,810 49 155 367 369 367 175 


PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР ВА 


SL 63 АМС VS FIIM1I5 41 155 585 664 280 234 
SL 65 АМС V12 £173,315 4.0 155 630 137 237 279 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4631х1877х1314, 75-litre fuel tank, 
364-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


AMG GT 


AMG gets serious about hammering Por- 
sche. Doesn't quite have a 911’s finesse, 
but boy does it make you feel good. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
GT #97210 4.0 189 462 443 304 216 
Gis £110,510 38 193 517 480 301 219 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4546x1939x1287, 85-litre fuel 
tank, 285-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


GA 
On paper little more than a pointless cu- | 


riosity, but in reality a rather well judged 
crossover. Better than the CLA at least. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
GLA 45 AMG FAA 860 44 155 381 351 382 172 
GLA 250 4Matic £31455 66 143 21 250 435 153 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4417x1804x1494, 50/56-litre fuel 
tank, 481-litre boot, 4 engines, 8 trims, 23 models in total. 


Imm 


| = pr 


HD-2 Dash Cam 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO ТО 1 0PGEAR.GOM REVIEWS 





Take one Merc’ C-Class Estate, add a bit 
of length, some height and a pinch o 
off-road ability. Et viola - the GLC. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
GLC 220d £34950 83 130 170 295 565 129 
GLC 250d 236105 76 138 204 369 565 129 
Euro NCAP ss 8 $$ LXWxH in mm: 4759x1890x1644, 66-litre fuel ғ = 
tank, 550/1600-litre boot, 2 engines, 8 trims, 16 models in total. 1 


The ML’s got a new nose and a new 
name to go with it. GL for SUV, E for 
‘the one in the middle’. Simple. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕТ MPG 002 
GLE 250d £49,285 8.6 132 204 369 479 155 
GLE 350d £56,285 71 140 258 458 428 179 
GLE 63 АМС Ср” £96575 4.2 155 585 561 237 279 


Euro NCAP 5 @ & LXWxH in mm: 4932x1935x1796, 93-litre fuel 
tank, 690/2010-litre boot, 5 engines, 9 trims, 26 models in total. 


| 
3 


The bigger, seven-seat version of the 
ML gets a new name and even more 
luxury. Meant for Americans. 


PORSCHE 
918 SPYDER 









PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG C02 
GLS 350 d £69110 78 138 258 458 372 199 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 5162x1982x1850, 100-litre fuel 
tank, 360/2300-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


G-GLASS pom 


Now 37 years old, still aue lovable in 
a weird sort of way. Only vehicle here 
with an optional third axle. Kinda. 





MCLAREN 
РІ 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
G 350d #8785 80 19 245 443 285 261 
G 63 AMG £131,695 54 130 51 561 205 322 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4662x1760x1951, 96-litre fuel 
tank, 699/2126-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Mb 


TopGear on MG: 
Chinese-backed resurrection. Sells fewer cars annually 
than Ford shifts in the time you’re reading this. 














After the startling success of the MG6, 
MG unleashes a supermini on the world. 
World can hardly believe its luck. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
1.5 3Time £8,399 10.9 108 106 101 487 136 


Euro NCAP =% LxWxH in mm: 4018x1729x1507, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 285-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


PAGANI 
HUAYRA 






Finally, MG Mk2 approaches relevance 
with a smart-looking, tidy-driving 
crossover that's predictably cheap. 





ВЕ MPG 002 
185 46.3 139 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 
1.5T Explore £14,995 96 18 166 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4500x1855x1665, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 2335/1,366-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 
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LAMBORGHINI 
AVENTADOR SV 


TopGear on Mini: 
New hatch uglier but more sorted. Pointless Paceman 
and two-seaters soon to die. Good riddance. 


MINT HATCH ae 





Yes, it’s bigger, and no, that isn’t neces- 
sarily a good thing. Apart from that, the 
new Mini is predictably excellent. 





ВА MPG 002 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 


One £13,935 27 121 103 133 614 108 
Cooper £15,485 79 130 136 162 627 105 
Cooper S £18,840 68 146 192 206 495 133 
Cooper D £16,635 9.2 07 16 199 807 9 


Euro NCAP ë s LxWxH іп mm: 3821x1727x1414, 40/44-litre 
fuel tank, 211-litre boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 12 models in total. 


| ІШІҢ 


See above. And remove good looks. Not 
the nicest in profile, but handily bigger 
and only £600 more. Fills a(nother) gap. 









PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 602 
Cooper 5dr £16,085 82 129 136 162 601 109 
Cooper SD 5dr £20,235 74 140 170 266 689 109 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3982x1727x1414, 40/44-litre fuel 
tank, 278-litre boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 12 models in total. 


Take Mini, lop the roof off, et viola. Mini 
Cab is exactly like you'd expect. Good 
news for inner-city estate agents. 









PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 602 
Cooper £18,475 88 129 136 162 576 1M 
CooperSJCW £28,635 65 150 231 236 435 182 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3821x1727x1415, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 215-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


CLUBMAN T 


No rear-hinged doors this time round. 
Current Clubman is based on BMW's 
2-Series and shares its mediocrity. 





PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG 002 
£19,965 91 127 136 162 554 118 
£22,245 86 132 150 244 689 109 


Euro NCAP аға» LxWxH іп mm: 4253x1800x1441, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1250-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


MITSUBISHI А 


TopGear on Mitsubishi: 
Hard to care now Evo is dead, but electro-Outlander actually 
Britain’s top-selling EV. Nope. Still not fussed. 


JUTLANDER 


No-nonsense seven-seat SUV. Fair to 
middling. Plug-in hybrid version offered 
too. Green, but only gets five seats. 


1.5Т Cooper 
2.0 Cooper D 









PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
PHEV GX3h+ £35,304 10 106 164 244 156.9 42 
2.2 DI-D GX3 £27,184 10.2 04 150 280 523 140 


Euro NCAP знан LxWxH іп mm: 4655x1800x1680, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 436-550/1755-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 7 models in total. 
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MERGEDES-BENZ-MITSUBISHI 





MURGAN-PEUGEOT 





MORGAN = A 


| TopGear on Morgan: 
Idiosyncratic British sports cars designed to give you wood 
and a healthy exposure to the elements. Poop poop. 


Eccentric and impractical, but for puttin 
a smile on your face, nothing this side o 
a Tiger Moth competes. 












PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІЗІ MPG 002 
2.0 Bespoke 2d £30,000 45 120 10 100 па nia 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: n/a, 40-litre fuel tank, n/a-litre boot, 
1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


ІНЕ НЕН | 
The only car to look like a restoration | 


when actually new. The reasonably new 
Plus 8 is a fearsomely fast thing. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 
2.0 Plus 4 £36,290 75 18 154 148 40.4 164 
4.8 Plus 8 £85,200 45 155 367 370 23.0 282 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4010x1500/1720x1220, 50-litre 
fuel tank, n/a-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 6 models in total. 


AEROS | 


Some ash still lurks in the frame of this 
sports car. Creaks a bit, but otherwise 
not as antiquated as you might think. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
4.8 V8 Coupe £99,950 45 170 367 370 23.0 282 
4.8 V8 S'sports £126,900 45 170 367 370 26.0 256 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4120х1770х1200, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 227-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


NISSAN 


| TopGear on Nissan: 
Bizarre Addams family of geriatric hatches, cash-cow 
crossovers and the mind-scrambling GT-R freak show. 















Clever little SUV crossover that looks 
like... well, looks like nothing else we can 
think of. Very nice, if a little odd. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 
1.6 94 Visia £13,995 12.0 104 94 103 471 138 
1.6Т Nismo RS £22180 10 137 218 207 392 165 
1.5 dCi Visia £15,895 1.2 109 10 192 70.6 104 


Euro NCAP s & ss LxWxH т mm: 4135x1765x1565, 46-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1181-litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 17 models in total. 


The first mass-produced leccy car. It's Е x = a 


impressive, but our infrastructure needs 
sorting before it really makes sense. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
EV Visia £26,030 119 90 109 206 na 0 


Euro NCAP ss sala LxWxH іп mm: 4450x1780x1570, no fuel tank, 
330/680-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: RANGE EXTENDER 


> LEAF max battery range, highest 30kW spec 









NOTE | 


New nose, same commodious cabin. 
Otherwise precious little to tempt 
Doris out of her Jazz. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG 002 
1.2 Visia LE £9,995 137 106 80 81 601 109 


Euro NCAP $ s LxWxH іп mm: 4100х1695х1530, 46-litre fuel 
tank, 411/1495-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 


Nissan started the Qashqai craze, so the | 
new опе is predictably safe. It’s better 
than ever for, you know, family stuff. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 602 
1.2 DiG-T Visia £18,545 1.3 14 15 140 504 132 
1.6 DiG-T n-Con' £23,280 91 124 163 177 487 138 
1.6 dCiN-Con’ £25,060 105 18 130 236 642 115 


Euro NCAP êêê LxWxH in mm: 4370x1800x1595, 65-litre 
fuel tank, 430-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 19 models in total. 
























VOLKSWAGEN POLO 
1.2 TSI MATCH SDR 


FORD FIESTA 
1.0T TITANIUM SDR 


DS 3 1.6 BLUEHDI 
ELEGANCE 


PEUGEOT 208 1.6 
BLUEHDI ALLURE SDR 


HYUNDAI 120 1.0 T-GDI 
ACTIVE SDR 


RENAULT GLIO 
DYN’ $ NAV TGE 90 


Y П | 





The X-Trail used to be а rufty-tufty 
thing. Now it’s been emasculated. As a 
result, we think it’s better. Fickle, us? 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ШТ MPG 602 
1.6 dCi 130 Visia £23,745 105 117 130 236 576 129 


Euro NCAP ча: LxWxH in mm: 4643x1820x1695, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 135(550)/1982-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Z still looks great, but where's the fire- 


breathing manliness of the old one, Nissan? 
GT86 has highlighted its shortcomings. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
3.7 У6 Standard £27860 53 155 326 269 269 249 
3.7 V6 Nismo £38,050 5.2 155 344 274 266 248 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in mm: 4250х1850х1320, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 235-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


GT-R MYI DE аг 


Cheap at twice the price, the GT-R is an 3 
uber-techy, violently capable, ruthlessly ШИ ЫР 
rapid speed machine. Drive one. i 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
Pure £79,995 TBA 196 570 469 23.9 275 
Track Edition £91,995 TBA 196 5/0 469 239 275 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4710x1895x1370, 74-litre fuel 
tank, 315-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


NOBLE 


| TopGear on Noble: 
| Yes, it’s from the home of pork pies. Yes, the engine’s froma 
school-run bus. Doesn’t stop Noble being a supercar force. 













Powered by a twin turbo Volvo XC90 
V8, the old school M600 is epically fast 
and amazingly supple. Major want. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
4.4 V8 Т 650 2248184 3.0 225 650 604 Па п/а 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in тт: 4360x1910x1120, 68-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


PAGAN 














TopGear on Pagani: 
The реле exponents of artistic Italian pageantry 
and Hulk-spec power the world has yet seen. 


The name is what ou exclaim when 
ou nail the throttle in this twin turbo 
12, active aero'd hypercar. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
6.0 V12 £990,000 п/а 230 730 ВИ 235 300 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4610x2040x1170, 85-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


PEUGEOT x2 


TopGear on Peugeot: 
Chassis bods һауе refound their mojo with 208 GTi and 
Ее В. Design needs to be more Onyx, less ordinary. 









Now more refined and comfortable. 
Can be had with a 1.2. Have the 1.0. 
That’s the one Toyota made. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
1.0 69 Access 3d £8495 143 99 69 10 689 95 


Euro NCAP те LxWxH т mm: 3475х1615х1460, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 196/780-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 


Congratulations Peugeot, it’s only taken 
ои 25 years to reimagine the 205. 208 is 
ight, likeable and French. In a good way. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕ MPG 002 
1.2 Access ас 3d £12,365 138 103 68 80 601 108 
1.6 THP GTi £19,815 65 143 208 221 523 125 
1.6HDiAlPresd £17115 133 106 75 169 942 79 


Euro NCAP & € & & LxWxH in mm: 3970х1740х1460, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 285/1152-litre boot, 6 engines, 7 trims, 39 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK 60 ТО T OPGEAR.GOM REVIEWS 





Well, knock us down with a feather, out 
of nowhere, ee gives us a hatch 
good to drive and own. Gobs smacked. 





New Panam no longer looks like a whale 
carcass, but it’s still just as roomy in that 
22nd Century cabin. Diesel seriously fast. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВМ MPG 60 
1.6 GTI 270 £28,890 60 155 270 243 41 139 TORQUIEST FWD 4S 28910 44 179 440 406 34.9 184 
1.6 PHDi Active £20780 87 122 120 207 91 82 | = Turbo £113,780 3.8 190 550 568 304 212 





Euro NCAP s $ $$ LxWxH in mm: 4253x1804x1457, 53-litre fuel 
tank, 470/1309-litre boot, 11 engines, 6 trims, 27 models in total. 


4S Diesel £92198 45 177 422 627 422 176 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5049x1937x1423, 90-litre fuel tank, 
495/1304-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


г DATA IN NUMBERS: PANAMERA-R 


> Porsche Panamera Turbo 0-62mph 
> Porsche 911 В 0-62mph 


Porsche’s Range Rover Evoque is a tidy 
looker that has image by the bucket- 
load. Thus, soon to be everywhere... 


Peugeot’s replacement for the 407 is 
actually quite nice in an average sort of 
way. Facelift helps. A bit. 





PEUGEOT-RENAULT 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ШТ MPG C02 
2.0 B’HDi Active £24,850 98 130 150 273 673 109 


Euro NCAP s $$$ LxWxH іп mm: 4830x1853x1456, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 473-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 17 models in total. 


Mr... 





High-rise supermini that's increasingly 
popular in the wake of the Juke. A little 


mash-up which just about works. PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 






“ 5 £45,945 54 157 340 339 325 204 
PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG 002 Turbo 262540 48 165 400 405 317 208 
1.2 РТ Access ас £13,970 135 105 82 87 576 14 S Diesel £45,942 6.3 142 258 427 463 159 


1.6 BlueHDi Allu’ £19,220 113 12 100 187 763 97 


Euro NCAP ##®##LxWxH іп mm: 4160x1740x1560, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1172-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


AE 17 
Large seven-seat MPV that looks pretty { e 


good and does SCRI a family might 
want, although it's less brilliant to drive. 


Euro NCAP èss LxWxH in mm: 4684x1923x1624, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 500/1500-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


CAYENNE P 
Sporting SUV that's very capable and =. 


now better to look at. It no longer has a 
ride that ruins your spine, either. 









PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP LBF MPG 002 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 5 E-Hybrid 264512 59 150 422 435 831 19 
1.6 B’HDi Active £24230 122 14 120 221 657 14 Turbo 294,063 45 13 527 554 252 261 
Euro NCAP ss LxWxH in mm: 4530x1837x1638, 60-litre fuel S Diesel 265495 54 156 383 626 353 209 


tank, 679/2506-litre boot, 3 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


PORSCHE 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4855x1939x1705, 100-litre fuel tank, 
670/1780-litre boot, 7 engines, 7 trims, 7 models in total. 


RADICAL < 


TopGear on Radical: 
Super-fast, super-intense range of Nürburgring-humbling 
race cars. Wait - what, they're road-legal? Oh my. 


TopGear on Porsche: 
Irritatingly great to drive, even when it's a 4x4. There's а 
reason every sports car is dubbed ‘911-fighter’... 


118 BOXSTER 












Gasp - flat-six engine becomes boxer 
turbo four. More speed, economy but 
less aural satisfaction. Er, sound good? 


Few are as extreme, and few cope as 
badly with British roads. A car for dry, 
smooth, clear tarmac. Such as a track. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
2.07 £42,094 51 10 300 280 382 168 
2:Ь4-5 #51105 46 177 350 310 349 184 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4379x1801x1281, 54/64-litre fuel 
tank, 130/275-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Stil the worlds best sports coupe, bur Оба я 
now п spite of its dulled four-pot turbo, p е toon Burt rar cabe е 
rather than because of a sonorous six. ? ) 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
2.0 245 Std £69,850 34 160 245 265 Па nla 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4100x1790x1130, 50-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG [02 
3.7 V6 £94,500 28 175 350 320 па па 
3.5 V6 Turbo #01500 26 185 454 500 па nla 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4300x1960x1127, 50-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 2 engines, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 602 
2.0Т £39,878 51 170 300 280 382 168 
2.5TS £48,834 46 177 350 309 349 184 
2.5T S PDK £50,756 42 ІП 350 309 38.7 167 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4379x1801x1295, 64-litre fuel tank, 
150/425-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


Styling is evolutionary and cabin shared 


with Panamera, but this is Porsche prov- 
ing it’s the world’s best sports car builder. 


RENAULT ( 


TopGear on Renault: 





Still a pervading sense of flimsiness about Renaults. We 
hope the ageing RS Megane isn’t the end of an era. 


TWINGO 


Rear-engined, rear drive, it's a mini-911! 
Only it's actually a cheeky little city car. 
Turbo is only one with any nous, though. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
3.0T CarreraS £85857 43 191 420 389 325 199 





3.0T C4S 290,843 4.2 189 420 369 317 204 

4.0 GT3 RS 2131296 3.3 193 500 339 222 296 PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР ВН MPG 002 
TOR 196,901 38 200 500 339 212 308 0.9 TCe 90 £1695 10.8 103 90 99 657 99 
3.8 ТигБо 6 £145 113 28 205 580 552 31.0 212 Euro NCAP ss $$ LxWxH іп mm: 3595x1646x1 554, 35-litre 


fuel tank, 188/980-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 4 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: LONG AND SHORT | 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4490x1800x1300, 64-litre fuel tank, 
135-litre boot, 5 engines, 12 trims, 17 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: TORQUE TALK 





> Renault Twingo length 
> Porsche 911 Carrera $ torque > Kia Picanto length 
> Porsche 911 GT3 RS torque > Suzuki Celerio length 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEWS 





RENAULI-SEAT 





TWIZY | 


God knows what’s got into us, but we 
badly want a ma Man to sneak up 
on other cars in electrical silence. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
13kW EV £7595 па 50 П 42 nma 0 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 2340x1240x1460, no fuel tank, 
31-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


This could be the point where electric 
cars start to prove themselves. The Zoe 
looks great and costs little. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG 002 
EV Expression £18445 135 84 88 162 na 0 


Euro NCAP $$$ LxWxH in mm: 4090x1730x1560, no fuel tank, 
328/1225-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


A return to form for Renault. Clio 415. 
ood-looking and drives well. Just avoid 
the gutless lower-powered 1.2 petrol. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
0.9 TCe Dyn Nav £14,675 122 13 90 99 628 104 


1.6Т RS Trophy £21780 66 146 220 207 419 135 
1.5 асі Play ЕСО £15,225 120 12 90 162 883 82 


Euro NCAP ss $$ @ LxWxH in mm: 4060x1730x1450, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 320/1200-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 20 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: 6000 DIRECTIONS 


> Percentage of Clio range with standard sat nav 


CAPTUR 






Renault’s take on the Juke that’s, 
perhaps unsurprisingly, more style than 
substance. Clio for us, please. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
0.9 TCe Exp+ Fi4575 12.6 106 90 99 565 15 
1.5 dCi Exp+ £16,275 12.6 106 90 162 764 9% 


Euro NCAP * * $$ &LxWXxH т mm: 4120х1780х1560, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 377/1235-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 10 models т total. 


New Megane takes cues from Talisman | — 


and Espace, neither of which we get in 
the UK. Early impressions are good. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
1.2 TCe Ехр?+ £16,600 106 122 130 151 623 120 
1.5 dCi Dyn’ S £20,400 1.3 16 10 192 764 96 


Euro NCAP èss% LxWxH т mm: 4359х1814х1447, 47-й ге fuel 
tank, 384-litre boot, 4 engines, 7 trims, 15 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: BARGAIN HUNT | 





> Renault Megane 1.2 Тбе 130 Expression + 
> Volkswagen Golf 1.2 TSI 85 $ 5dr 


KADIAR EE ST | 


Thankfully heaps better than Renault’s 
last crack at a big crossover - the Koleos. 
Qashqai rival with genuine appeal. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
1.2 ТСе Ехр + £18495 101 19 132 151 504 126 
1.5 dCi Exp? + £20,395 | 11.9 I3 112 192 743 99 


Euro NCAP @@@@@LxWxH іп mm: 4449x1836x1607, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 864/1620-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


ROLLS-ROYCE АХ 


TopGear on Rolls-Royce: 
Wheeled pleasure yachts that’ve seen off the challenge of 
| Maybach and offer more charm than Bentley. 


GHOST 52 | 
A car for the junior plutocrat, since his 


boss will clearly be ina Phantom. Wave 
at him - he needs your pity. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
6.6 V12 £222,888 4.7 155 571 576 208 327 
6.6VIZEWB £253,944 48 155 571 576 206 329 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 5399/5569x1948x1550, 82-litre fuel 
tank, 490-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 





BEST VALUE $ РЕВ LITRE | 














PHANTOM 52 


Luxury British land-yacht which man- 
ages to drive as well as it soothes. Cars 
come no more opulent than this. 





PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 002 
6.75 V12 EWB £373,824 61 150 453 531 189 349 
6.75 V12 D'head #367632 5.8 150 453 531 191 347 
6.75 V12 Coupe £347,256 58 155 453 531 191 347 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5830/6090x1999x1640, 100-litre fuel 
tank, 460-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 4 models in total. 


If the Grand Tour still existed, this is how 
the aristocracy would get to Vienna. A 
majestic symbol of Britain. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВЕТ MPG 002 
6.6 У12 £235,416 44 155 624 590 20.2 327 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH іп mm: 5269x1947x1507, 82-litre fuel tank, 
470-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


n = a 
| а 


This is how you do luxury іп 2016. Not 
just a car, but a practically unbeatable 
uxury experience. 


-= ше 1 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВЕТ MPG [02 
6.6 У12 £264,000 49 155 563 575 19.9 330 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5285x1947x1502, 82-litre fuel tank, 
244/295-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


SEAT = 


TopGear on Seat: 
Supposedly the sporty arm of the VW Group behemoth. 


So why does it make a seven-seat MPV, then? 


DATA IN NUMBERS: 6 SEAT-ER | 








-> Number of model variants in Seat range 
Dont go expecting loads of Spanish flair 


here. VW doesn't permit that. This is 
just a very sensible Up-based city car. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
1.0 SE Eco 3d £10,570 144 100 60 67 689 95 
1.075 FRL? 3d 11,065 132 106 75 70 601 108 


Euro NCAP s s s 4 @ LxWxH іп mm: 3560x1640x1480, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 238/951-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 12 models in total. 


Looks sharp, and pricing is good, but 
hasn't quite made the leap that the 
Leon has. Ride could be better. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІН MPG 002 
1.0 EcoTSI SE Ба £13,975 104 19 95 18 673 98 
1.8 Cupra SC #18100 67 146 189 236 471 ТВА 


Euro NCAP нев в LxWxH т mm: 4030x1690x1430, 45-Й ге fuel 
tank, 284-litre boot, 9 engines, 5 trims, 34 models т total. 


IN 


Seat has really upped its game with. 
the all-new Leon. Super-hot Cupra is 
rather tremendous. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІЗІ MPG 602 
1.4EcoTSIFR £20525 80 134 150 184 601 10 
2.0 Т5І Cupra SC £28,380 58 155 290 258 422 156 
2.0 TDIFRSC £23,045 75 142 184 280 673 109 


Euro NCAP s « $ ##LxWxH in mm: 4260x1780x1460, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 380-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 37 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: FAMILY FINANCES 


> Seat Leon 1.2 TSI 110 SE bur 
> Volkswagen Golf 1.2 TS] 85 $ 5dr 


ІШІН 





Seat’s first crossover is so good you'd 
think it was an old hand. Handsome, well 
built, and it's not another Qashqai, is it? 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  IBFT MPG 002 
1.0 TSI S £1,990 ТВА 113 15 148 543 121 
2.0 TDI SE £22,930 ТВА 125 150 251 642 ІШ 


Euro NCAP @#@ # #8 LxWxH іп mm: 4363x1841x1615, 50/55-litre fuel 
tank, 510-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO ТО 1 OPGEAR.GOM REVIEWS 








One of the very best MPVs around. If 
you don’t want an 5-Мах, this is a worthy 
alternative. Lots of seats, lots of space. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 RATING - 


Euro NCAP жй ss LxWxH in mm: 4850x1900x1720, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 267/2297-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 
















ТорСеаг оп 5Кояаа: 


Supposedly the cheap’n’cheerful arm of the VW Group 
behemoth. So why does it make a £30k barge, then? 


Of course you recognise it - the Citigo Ё 


isa Га altered VW Up. Which makes 
it avery Tine city car indeed. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG (02 RATING 
1.0 Green SE 3d £9495 144 100 60 70 689 95 7/10 





Euro NCAP ss =è LxWxH in mm: 3560х1640х1480, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 251/951-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 


FABIA B 


Only 9 per cent of the old Fabia was 
carried into the latest one. So it's 91 per 
cent better, says TG maths. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG CO2 RATING 
1.05 £10,750 157 99 0 70 601 106 60 


1.4 TDI90SE 15,600 11 13 90 169 830 88 1/10 


Euro NCAP ааай xWxH in mm: 3992х1732х1467, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 330/1150-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 34 models in total. 


ТАМА 


Skoda, VW's Ree o arm, 
B you all the car you'll ever need. 
rovided you're slightly dull. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІЗІ MPG C02 RATING 
1.2 TSISE ЕП888 10.2 124 10 129 577 14 1/10 








L6 TOSE ` 219.925 106 122 110 184 743 99 BNO 


Euro NCAP ss ##@LxWxH in mm: 4660х1810х1460, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 590/1740-litre boot, 9 engines, 8 trims, 45 models in total. 


UPERB 


Enormous Skoda catches Audi-itus. 
Styled with ruler, but we don't care 
because it's like an A8 for A3 money 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 RATING 
1.4 TSI S 219,060 99 129 125 ІП 523 125 8/10 
2.0 TDI SE 222.555 80 135 150 250 689 108 8/10 


Euro NCAP еге» LxWxH іп mm: 4861x1864x1470, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 625/1760-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 50 models in total. 


SSS 
Skoda’s SUV-lite is a favourite of TopGear. 


It looks л acts chunky and drives 
chunkily, too. Facelift spoils purity though. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG CO2 RATING 
1.2 Т51.6 #1720 109 Ш ІП 129 523 124 710 






Euro NCAP $$$ s LxWxH іп mm: 4222x1793x1645, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 322/1760-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 21 models in total. 





TopGear on Smart: 
Best yet execution of a flawed idea. We'll have the 
cheaper, mechanically identical Twingo, thanks. 


FORTWO "A 11 





A doddle to park, a delight around 
town, but what on earth was Smart 
thinking when it signed off the design? 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG (2 RATING 
1.0 Passion 211125 144 94 ПЛ 67 689 93 6/0 


0.9Т BRAB Cab £15,950 108 96 90 83 657 99 6/10 


Euro NCAP s $4 4 LxWxH іп mm: 2695, 1663, 1555, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 260/350-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 


ы 











Same front end as the car above. 
Concerning. Otherwise, it’s a decent 
city car. But our eyes hurt. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВМ MPG 002 RATING 





Euro NCAP s s * & LxWxH іп mm: 3495, 1665, 1555, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 185/975-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


TopGear on SsangYong: 
Still mired where the rest of the Koreans languished 
| decades ago. Very cheap, for very good reason. | 


(= -—- 9 
u--— 


So ы 








ТОЦ 


Neat-looking crossover is SsangYong’s 
more practical take on the Nissan Juke. 
Storming value but not bad to own either. 






PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4195/4440x1795x1590, 47-litre tank, 
423-litre boot (720-litre XLV), 2 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 









Bigger than the Tivoli and also less | 
good. Still, not as offensive to look at as 
it could be: alot of car of the money. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ЦВМ MPG (42 RATING 





Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4410x1830x1710, 57-litre fuel tank, 
486/1312-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 6 models in total. 











| TopGear on Subaru: 
Ex-WRC legend rebuilding its brand with chunky, rugged 
| 4x45. Rally heritage lives on in old-skool WRX. 





OUTBACK | 


More of the unfashionable same from 
Subaru, but that’s what owners love. 
New one is handily sized, very capable. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG (02 RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4815x1840x1605, 60-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


Yet another Dig estate from Subaru. ШЕ ы. 


Hard to see where it fits in, particularly 
with just a single petrol engine choice. 






PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG (42 RATING 





Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4690x1780x1490, 60-litre fuel tank, 
522/1466-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: MPG CHOICE 
Both 39.8mpg 





MM 






The Scooby turbo is back, minus the 
Impreza name but with the same huge 
wing and heinous thirst. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG CO2 RATING 





Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4595x1795x1475, 77-litre fuel tank, 
460-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


3l 
LM 
An entirely excellent small, sharp coupe 


that's not at all like an Impreza. In a 
good way. Rather like a Toyota GT86... 





| PRICE 0-62 MPH ВНР ВН MPG 002 RATING 
Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240х1780х1430, 55-litre fuel tank, 
245-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


FORESTER 


Lacks school run glam, but that’s not the 
ЕСІН - this is bre transport. Pity the 
4Obhp XT Turbo is so ignorable. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG (42 RATING 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4560x1780x1700, 64-litre fuel tank, 
450/1610-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 6 models in total. 








FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TÛ 








SUZUKI-VAUXHALL 


SUZUKI | 


| TopGear on Suzuki: 
Only the lovable Swift Sport appears to have been fed 
the enthusiasm from Suzuki’s mental motorcycles. 













l 


By not trying too hard, this no-nonsense 
supermini succeeds in being really rather 
good. The Sport is thriving, too. Rejoice! 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВН MPG 002 
1.6 Sport Nav За £13999 87 121 136 18 441 14 


Euro NCAP жа LxWxH іп mm: 3850x1700x1510, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 213/562-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 10 models in total. 


ВАШ Û 
| ,. 


Cheap and, thankfully, quite cheerful. Five- 


door only Baleno might look a bit odd, but % ENT, 
delivers on the value front. 











PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG C02 
1.0Т Boost SZ-T £12,999 ІЛ 124 Ш 125 627 105 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 3995x1745x1470, 37-litre fuel 
tank, 320/756-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: MICRU-MAss 





> Suzuki Baleno 1.0 Boosterjet kerbweight 
> Ford Fiesta 1.0Т EcoBoost 5dr kerbweight 


Out with the SX4, in with the S-Cross. 
Same Qashqai-rivalling concept, same 
slight surprise at how decent It Is. 







PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
1.6 0015 523 £15,499 120 Ш 00 236 672 108 


Euro NCAP ви $ & & LxWxH т mm: 4300х1765х1575, 50-litre 
fuel tank, 430-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


VITARA ie | 


This one caught us rather by surprise. 
Vitara is a perfectly good alternative to a 
Qashqai or Juke. Well done, Suzuki. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 


1.6 0015 SZ-T #1499 1.5 12 00 236 706 106 


Euro NCAP аж LxWxH т mm: 4175x1775x1610, 47-litre fuel 
tank, 375/710-litre boot, 2 engine, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


TESLA 


| TopGear on Tesla: 
All-electric cars done properly. Model S is so good; you 
| could almost use one as your опе and only car. Almost. 


[TEALA 
| rar 








MODELY d 


The most credible alternative to the 
German execs yet launched. Fast, well 
designed and utterly silent. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
60 RWhD 258,335 55 130 328 387 МА 0 
P90D Ludicrous #3435 32 155 532 78 NA 0 


Euro NCAP êm LxWxH in mm: 4970x1964x1445, по fuel tank, 
745/1645-litre boot, 4 power outputs, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


MODELA NNI 
An SUV EV with Porsche pace. And fal- 


сот doors. Very pricey, but isn't this what 
the future was supposed to look like? 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG 002 
P90D 2100180 38 155 73 73 NA 0 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH in тт: 5036x1999x1684, no fuel tank, 
TBA-litre boot, 3 power outputs, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


TOYOTA aw 


TopGear on Toyota: 
Maker of many boring things. And the GT86. Which is 
| so good, it almost makes up for the rest of ‘em. 


AYGO B 


Citroen C1 with added face fungus. Still 
cheap, still good around town. Now 
more capable elsewhere. 










PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВЕТ MPG 602 
1.0 x-play 5d £10,745 142 99 70 70 689 95 


Euro NCAP s «3$ LxWxH in mm: 3455x1615x1460, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 168-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 








ENTRY-LEVEL SUPERCARS 





| 


| Chassis is biddable and controllable, 
so you always feel on top of the 
performance. Steller handling, brakes. 


Not easy to get into, despite what 
McLaren claims. Sacrifices some 
refinement for light weight. 


2 


That engine. Has a sense of occasion 
to match the McLaren's and a better 
appointed cockpit. 


VIO's delivery is so mellifluous that it 
ШЕ never seems to be working hard. Feels 
big on the road, too. 


3 


f Capable, convincing and amusing. 
More cooperative and together on a 
tricky road than the Audii. 


Can't match the urgency or intoxicating 
ШЕ involvement of the McLaren. Doesn't 
make any noise, lacks soul. 





VAL 





A key саг for Toyota in Europe. The | 
a choice is reasonable, the Hybrid is 
OK, but it’s not as clever as it used to be. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
1.33 Icon 5d £14,265 11 109 98 92 576 14 


Euro NCAP s $ $$ € LXWxH т mm: 3890x1700x1510, 42-litre fuel 
tank, 347/768-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 





For people who want a Prius, but don't 
want to be seen in a Prius. Possibly 
Britain's worst driven car. Maybe. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG C02 
1.8 Hybrid £20,345 109 12 138 105 807 19 


Euro NCAP s s ##@ LxWxH іп mm: 4330x1760x1475, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 435/1199-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 30 models in total. 


DE MEI 
ج‎ -- z 
Е Р " қ, 


It looks totally bizarre but the weird - і д7 
styling conceals а well-resolved hybrid. | 
Note the economy: who needs diesel? 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІН MPG 002 
1.8h Active £23,295 106 12 99 105 942 70 
1.8h Business + £25,995 106 12 99 105 860 76 


Euro NCAP s $$$ LxWxH іп mm: 4540x1760x1470, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 445/1120-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 






Powered only by hydrogen and smug- 
ness, the Mirai is proof hydrogen cars 
are ready for the mainstream. Nearly. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG [02 
Mirai FCV £66,000 96 Ш 152 247 NA 0 


Euro NCAP п/а, LxWxH іп тт: 4890х1815х1535, 5ке hydrogen 
tank, 361-litre boot, 1 powertrain, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


0186 – NEW 


A gobbier face. Smaller steering wheel 
too. We'll see if there are any more 
meaningful tweaks when we drive it... 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
2.0 £25,945 77 130 200 151 362 180 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240x1780x1430, 50-litre fuel tank, 
245-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Wacky-looking crossover aims to taser 
Toyota’s ailing creativity. We've ridden in 
it: Signs are good, but ride needs work. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
1.2T Icon £20,995 109 18 15 137 478 135 
1.8h Icon 223,595 10 106 122 105 743 86 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4360x1795x1555, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 377-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total 


Happy in the hands of armed militia and | 


jolly farmers from Lincolnshire. One of 
the most robust off-roaders ever. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
3.0 D-4D Icon £48,405 117 109 М 302 349 213 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH іп mm: 4760x1885x1890, 87-litre fuel tank, 
403/1695-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


VAUXHALL 


TopGear on Vauxhall: 
Along with Ford, the bread and butter of British motoring. 
Thing is, Vauxhall forgets to put tasty fillings in. 





They called it the Adam. They should 
have called it the Cheryl. Cute, but 
short of panache. Blame its upbringing. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
1.4 100 Slam £14,980 115 15 100 96 533 125 
1.0Т Rocks Air £17625 99 121 15 125 565 15 
1.4T S #17625 85 130 150 162 479 139 


Euro NCAP $$ $ $LxXWxH т mm: 3740х1680х1590, 45-Й ге fuel 
tank, 170/663-litre boot, 5 engines, 7 trims, 18 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO 1UPGEAR.COM/REVIEWS 





Vauxhall revives Viva name, but only in 
the UK. Viva is called Karl elsewhere. Is 
quite cheap. Also quite cheerful. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP  1BFT MPG 002 
OSE £8,745 131 108 75 70 628 104 


Euro NCAP $ $ $$ LxWxH in mm: 3675x1595x1485, 32-litre fuel 
tank, 206/1013-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


Lovely little 1.0-litre turbo, very refined Ё 


and vastly improved all round. But it's 
still a Vauxhall. Need we say more? 


PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP ВТ MPG 60? 
1.4 Sting 3d 29,745 149 101 75 96 554 18 
loTooSEsd £15480 19 12 90 122 657 104 
1.6Т 205 УХА За £18,630 68 143 205 180 377 174 
Euro NCAP =è LxWxH in mm: 4020x1736x1479, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 285/1120-litre boot, 7 engines, 8 trims, 76 models in total. 
ASTRA Em 
Yes, yawn, it's the new Astra. Trouble 


is, this one really takes the fight to the 
Focus. Onboard connectivity is superb. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 602 
1.0T Design £16,145 105 124 105 125 657 99 
1.4T 150 SRi £19,045 78 184 150 181 514 128 
1.6 CDTi Design £18,330 90 127 136 236 763 99 


Euro NCAP ®@@@®@LxWxH іп mm: 4370x1871x1485, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 370/1210-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 41 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: 1-0 ТО VAUXHALL 


> Vauxhall Astra 1.07 105 0-62mph 
> Ford Focus 1.07 100 0-62mph 


The Vectra replacement that changed 
its name to avoid incrimination in past 
crimes. Good to drive, smart design. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
2.8 Т МХК SS £30,884 56 170 325 320 257 249 
2.0 CDTi 5КІ5Т £23,924 94 137 170 295 601 124 


Euro NCAP вв ваз LxWxH іп mm: 4830x1860x1530, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 530/1470-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 106 models in total. 


i 222-- | 


No-nonsense Aussie saloon is Баск. TG |g = = 
cheers loudly. Particularly as it now has = 
nearly 600bħp... Strewth. - i 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
6.2 V8 GTS 255,500 4.9 155 584 545 185 363 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4940x1900x1470, 73-litre fuel tank, 
495-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 





Mini-MPV with rear suicide doors to 
ease child installation and ejection of 
drunks. Like a Black Cab, minus vomit. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
1.6 CDTi Tech L' #1590 99 122 136 236 642 16 


Euro NCAP s s $$ & LxWxH іп mm: 4290x1810x1620, 54-litre fuel 
tank, 400/1500-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


MOKKAX- NEW ИС 
pæn 


X badge added because facelifted one’ 
would look naff. Less fussy dash is good 
but we want less lethargic engines too. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 602 
1.4Т 140 Des’ = £18,310 93 120 140 148 471 140 
1.6 CDTi Desi £19,865 93 18 136 236 689 106 


Euro NCAP жж $$$ LxWxH in mm: 4278x1777x1654, 54-litre fuel 
tank, 362/1372/663-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 37 models in total. 








New lights and bumpers, plus on-board 
wi-fi to distract passengers from the 
wallowy handling and droning engines. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 1ВН MPG 002 
2.0 CDTi Tech £23,320 91 129 170 280 577 129 


Euro NCAP жж sa LxWxH іп mm: 4600x1850x1760, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 420/1420-litre boot, 2 engines, 6 trims, 16 models in total. 





























UTILITY SUVs 


DACIA DUSTER ACCESS 
1.6 4X4 


JEEP RENEGADE 1.6 
MULTIJET 120 SPORT 


TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 
INVINCIBLE 


SUZUKI JIMNY 
1.3 873 


FIAT PANDA GROSS 
0.9 TWINAIR 90 


VOLKSWAGEN 


TopGear on Volkswagen: 


Quietly brilliant, thoroughly deserving of every accolade 
chucked its way. Up and Golf particular highlights. 





A VW city car you want to own. Neat = 
styling and pa ells to shame ІКеа5 fin- | 
est, we like the Up. Recently facelifted. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
1.0 Take 3d £8,995 144 100 60 70 642 101 
1.0TSIHigh5d £12455 99 14 90 18 601 108 


Euro NCAP ès LxWxH іп mm: 3540x1640x1490, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 251/951-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 24 models in total. 


POLO 


The Golf’s mini-me was facelifted for 
2014. It’s safe and solid, and now has a 
(little) bit more soul. 





" 





— 


PRIGE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG [02 
105539 £1,525 155 100 60 70 601 106 
1.2 TSI M’tch 5d #14735 108 14 90 18 601 107 
1.8 TSI GTI3d £1925 67 ШЕ 192 236 471 139 
1.4 TDI M'tch 5d £15,800 129 108 75 155 831 88 


Euro NCAP ёа: LxWxH іп mm: 3970x1682x1462, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 280/952-litre boot, 9 engines, 8 trims, 32 models in total. 


The best done better than ever. You 
need no other hatchback. So don’t 
waste your time looking. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
1.4 TSI GT Ed 5d £24,870 82 134 150 184 576 15 


2.0 GTI 5d £28,515 6.5 153 220 258 471 139 
2.0 R 5d £32,340 51 155 300 280 39.8 165 
1.6 TDI Match 5d £22,350 107 19 10 ІМ 743 99 
2.0 GTD 5d £27,975 15 143 184 258 673 109 


Euro NCAP 5$ @@@LxWxH іп mm: 4260x1800x1450, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 380/1270-litre boot, 13 engines, 9 trims, 48 models in total. 


BEETLE К 





Asportier Beetle? Does that make this а 
cockroach? Never mind, the retro VW now 
has a smattering of driver appeal. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВА MPG 002 
1.4 Т5І Design £21250 87 126 150 185 496 132 


Euro NCAP s $ & LxWxH іп mm: 4640x1770x1480, 68-litre fuel 
tank, 510-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: BARGAIN BEETLE 


> Entry-level Beetle 
М l 








The driver likes to pretend he’s an exec, 
when in truth he’s a rep that’s made his 
monthly bonus. Fine car, though. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІЗІ MPG 002 
1.6 TDI S £22,680 10.8 128 120 185 70.6 105 
2.0 TDI S £23,805 87 137 ІШ 251 70.6 106 
2.0TDISCRGT £28500 79 147 190 295 689 107 


Euro NCAP 5 #ae@ LxWxH іп mm: 4767x1832x1456, 59/66-litre fuel 
tank, 586/1152-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 26 models in total. 


Facelifted CC has dropped the Passat 
name, but not the underpinnings. 
Cheap, able alternative to the Merc CLS. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG [02 
2.0TDI184GT £30,940 86 14 184 258 642 14 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4800x1860x1420, 70-litre fuel tank, 
532-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 
Still great looking, but now resting ona 


platform two gens behind the Golf. Mi- 
nor facelift isn’t enough to disguise this. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
2.0 TSI 180 £23,095 74 140 180 207 471 148 
2.0 TSI 280 R £32,895 57 155 280 258 35.3 187 
2.0 TDI 150 #23160 86 134 150 199 673 109 


Euro NCAP $$$$$ ХН іп mm: 4256x1810x1406, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 312/1006-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK 60 TO TOPGEAR.GOM REVIEWS 





VAUXHALL-VOLKSWAGEN 


VOLKSWAGEN-ZENUS 


TOURAN NI 


New Touran sits on same МОВ architec- “же 
ture as latest Golf. As before, a dull but 
capable way to ferry many people. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІН MPG 002 
o ТІРІ SE £25,260 1.9 16 10 185 642 116 


Euro NCAP èa s LxWxH in mm: 4527x1814x1628, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 137/1857-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


SHARAN ШШ mj 


More VW МРУ-егу, this time quite 
good. It’s comfortable, practical, seats 
seven easily and gets decent engines. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
1.4 Т511505Е £28865 107 122 150 ІП 435 150 
2.0 TDI 150SE £30495 103 TBA 150 251 565 130 


Euro NCAP жж sè LxWxH іп mm: 4850x1900x1720, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 300/2297-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


ha 


- Е 





Smart-looking all-new Tiguan is bigger 
than the old car and now a much more 
able Discovery Sport alternative. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
2.0 TDI SE Nav £28035 93 127 150 251 589 125 
2.0 TSI R-Line £34460 77 129 180 236 382 170 


Euro NCAP iia $$$ LxWxH in mm: 4486x1839x1632, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 615/1650-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 12 models in total. 









If a large SUV can be inoffensive, this is | 
it. Shares much with the Cayenne, ex- 
cept the price and cock-wafting image. 








PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
3.0 TDI БЕ £43,935 87 128 204 332 428 173 
3.0 TDI R-Line £48735 73 140 262 373 428 1M 


Euro NCAP èë LxWxH in mm: 4801x1940x1709, 85-litre fuel 
tank, 493/1555-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: IN CLOSE RANGE 


Price range: bottom to top of Touareg line 


TopGear on Volvo: 
Far removed from Volvo of old, and far more than just 
boxes on wheels. Even though they are boxy. 


VAT 
Volvo finally pulls its finger out and gets 


serious about the premium hatchback. 
Now facelifted with an XC90 front end. 



















PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 
2.0 T2 Moment’ £20,255 9.2 18 122 162 514 127 
2.0 03 R-Des’ £25345 79 130 150 236 743 99 
2.0 D4 CC £26,405 73 130 190 295 706 104 


Euro NCAP @##@@LxWxH in mm: 4370x1857x1470, 62-litre fuel 
tank, 335/1032-litre boot, 7 engines, 7 trims, 87 models in total. 


At last, а BMW 3-Series rival that’s actu- ЖЕ. {= 
ally a 3-Series size. Good engines, nice а 
interior, but no 3-Series to drive. 






PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG C02 
1.5 Тз Business £22740 81 130 154 185 487 135 
2.0 D4 Business £24295 71 143 190 295 728 102 


Euro NCAP еее LxWxH іп mm: 4630x1860x1490, 67-litre fuel 
tank, 339-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 36 models in total. 





Estate version of the S60, only Volvo 
insists it’s not actually an estate, but a 
'sportswagon'. It's an estate, Volvo. 


| | 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG C02 
2.0D4 Business £25495 72 140 190 295 706 104 
D6 Plug-in 25075 58 143 220 325 155 48 


Euro NCAP женя LxWxH іп mm: 4628x1865x1484, 67-litre fuel 
tank, 430/1241-litre boot, 6 engines, 9 trims, 36 models in total. 





DATA IN NUMBERS: LARGE CAPACITY — 


> 120bhp V60 02 engine size 
> 190bhp V60 D4 engine size 













Think XC90, only a bit lower and without 
the two extra seats. Much Swedish cool- 
ness thrown in for free. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LBFT MPG 002 
2.0 24 Moment’ £32,555 82 13 190 295 642 16 
2.0 D5 Inscrip’ £42,055 70 149 235 354 589 127 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4963x1895x1443, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 500-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: STRETCH SALOON | 


> Volvo $90 length 
> Volvo X690 length 


Big estates are back, and the V90 might just 
e our favourite. But we havent driven it in 
the UK yet, so we'll get back to you... 











PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ІНІ MPG 002 
2.0 D4 Moment? £34555 85 140 190 295 628 119 
2.0 D5 Inscrip’ £44,055 72 149 235 354 576 129 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4936x1895x1475, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 723/1526-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


Mid-size SUV stuffed with health and 
safety kit. It should come in fluoro yel- 
low with aloud hailer as standard. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP IBFT MPG 002 
2.0 04 SE Lux £34360 76 130 190 295 628 17 


Euro NCAP ès LxWxH т mm: 4630x1860x1490, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 495/1455-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Everything we hoped it would be, and 
more besides. ре safety systems, 
fantastic tech and practicality. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ВА MPG 002 


2.0 D5 £46,250 74 187 228 347 48.6 149 
2.0 T6 FAQ 705 61 13 324 295 361 179 
2.0 T8 260,455 5.3 140 406 295 1046 99 


Euro NCAP шее в ХМХН in mm: 4950х2008х1776, 50/71-litre fuel 
tank, 397/1951-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 


VUHL VUHL 


TopGear оп Vuhl: 
Thought up by a pair of Mexican brothers witha 
background in industrial design. 05 is a promising start. 






Looks like a little British track thing. 
Isn't. Mexican money, Italian design, 
Ford power. Good effort. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВН MPG [02 
2.0T £59,995 37 152 285 310 па па 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3718x1876x1120, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 70-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: PRICE POINTER | 





> МИМ 05 
> Zenos Е10 $ 


LENDS 








TopGear on Zenos: 
Upstart staffed by ex-Caterham execs. It shows — 
Ford-engined E10 is admirably well-executed. 


| 





What do you get when former Cater- 
ham chiefs leave to design their own 
саг? Um, a 21st century Caterham. 





PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP ПВН MPG [02 
EOS £32,995 40 145 250 295 па nla 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3800x1870x1130, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, n/a-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: 10 OUT UF 10 


> Zenos E10 kerbweight 
> Hyundai i10 1.0 kerbweight 






FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK 60 TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEWS 








AUT С) водмвгн (7) и SBT E FRE 


-ansa Тһе 14" China (Guangzhou) International Automobile Exhibition 




















www.autoguangzhou.com.cn 


HEH- F.5djspI-E3 D1 1: 
China Import and Export Fair Complex, Pazhou, Guangzhou, PR China 


TopGear MARKET PLACE - 0207150 5734 


Insurance & Finance 


Midland 


Getting the Nation Driving 





BUY ANY САК. 


prom: 


TAST DECISION, V NO DEPOSIT V/ 


Track Days & Events 










POOR CREDIT Y” МО FEES y” 


26.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


| 


APPLY ONLINE NOW! 
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Or Call us NOW on 


\Ž 03339 00 00 00 


Midland Credit Ltd is a licensed credit broker and not a Lender and к authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for consumer credit 
РСА по. 7322042. 26.9% Apr representative written quotations avallable upon request , the rate you will Бе offered wil) depend upon your personal drcumstances 


Products & services 





Tuning & Styling 





MARKET PLAGE - 020 7150 5734 


“Excellent” 


Alternative d TRUSTPILO! 
AW Route л 00000 


UNVEIL YOUR 
PERFECT VEHICLE... 


Leasing a vehicle with us 15 easy and simple. With low monthly 
costs, maintenance packages and a dedicated account 
manager, you cant go wrong! 





SUDYELSIGaY 


J We can help you find any make/model of vehicle 


/ We are partnered with the UK's six major funders to get 
| you the best possible price 
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To find your car today, visit us at... 


www.alternativerouteleasing.co.uk 


0844 880 2293 


Alternative Route Finance Limited. à company registered in England 3891807, whose registered office is 11 North Street, 
Portslade, East Sussex ВМ41 IDH, ls authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
Firm Reference Number 6/4315, We are a credit broker and not a funder or à lender, Data Protection Licence 7/34865 
We have relationships with a carefully selected pane! of funders who we will introduce you to. We may receive a fee from 
them for this introduchon 
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Track Days & Events 


Old one letting you down or time for an upgrade, maybe expansion? If your business is in need of a new vehicle 
but cannot get the finance, we can assist. Cars, practical & prestige, Vans. Pick ups, HGV's and Plant. 
even if your business has adverse credit our specialist lenders can assist. 


® 03333 441301 @@ www.jkfinance.co.uk 


iem Å смайлы apply ыз итініп for Ый бін 


Supercar 


CAPITAL CAR FINANCE Driving Experiences |S 


At Two Different Circuits 


‚ Wecan deal with most new or used car dealers 
as long as they are UK based. 
You deal directly with your own supplying 
dealer, all monies are paid directly to them. 
We specialise in discounted low rate PCP and 
Lease Purchase car finance schemes. 
We are a family business trading 10 years 
offering professional & friendly advice. 


orghini Huracán and Jaguar F-Type and 
Lamborghini Aventador, Ferrari 458 Spider. Plus F430, 
Aston Martin, R8, Cayman, Racing Cars and Tiff МеедейГ. 


| | К New High Tech Skid Pan facility at Thruxton 
Telephone 01925 589020 thruxtanracing.co.uk CroftcircuiL co.uk 
Т: 01264 882222 Г: 07325 721815 


on cars up la 3 years old 


B lowest finance rate ever! 
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Great Insurance 
Deals 


Agnan Fux how much you love your 


Get Your Insurance in Gear 


cor thors why we are cecdicated то 
inging you а greal policy tailored fo 
your specific requirements and driving 
history. Coll us togay for a tree 

по obDbigation quote 


АЎ 


ADRIAN 
FLUX 


0800 085 5000 


adrianflux.co.uk 


iam oe RO GET ey Fm Pere dà mE Pen, 









An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind when your 
car goes beng! All of our plar include car hire, hotel & onwards travel expenses as wall as ^ | 
dard. Yog can ajo take your car Іс алу VAT registered | 
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QUENTIN WILLSON'S VIDEO GUIDE 


Е Te] ae Cu cra 





W warrantywise.co.uk - 0800 678 3705 
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. Find а Plate 
* Sell a Plate 
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Tuning & Styling 
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WINNER 229- PAUL GODFREY WINS A FORD MUSTANG GT 











WINNER 334 - SEPTEMBER 4TH 2016 WINNER 333 - AUGUST 30TH 2016 WINNER 332 - AUGUST 23RD 2016 
MERCEDES C43 AMG BMW M4 + £10k CASH BMW М2 + £10k CASH 


WIN YOUR DREAM CAR AT 
FREE £5 ON SIGN-UP - WINNER EVERY WEEK! 
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Prestige Car Hire 


TopGear MARKETPLACE - 02071505734 
TOUGH 


CERAMIC COMPOSITE TECHNOLOGY 





LEADING THE WAY IN 
AUTOMOTIVE: 


DETAILING 












Like по other product, Crystal Serum provides paint 
protection wilh previous^y unachiavable vets of goss, 
durability. scratch and chamioo resistanca 


Its composite structure offers the ultimote in 
ceramic protection plus the same sick 
finish and candy like gloss as the 

very best comauba wows á 





Do you want your garage to be the envy 
of your neigh pours? 








GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE 
Gárageflex 01491 579975 


Your garage. Your lifestyle. Your choice. WwW. ga r agefl ex.co.u k 
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We really put the Nissan 3702's through 
their paces on circuit at GT Academy in 
Abu Dhabi. The cars ran faultlessly over 
the two weeks we spent al the Yas 
Marina Сиси and will be 

running it in thé cars from now 

on, both in the UK and abroad. 
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Weathertech’ 


europe 


53eg E) 


Boot Liner Side Window Deflector 


Designed іп USA - Handcrafted in Germany 


Laser Measured 
FloorLiner™ 


Accessories Available for 

Alta Romeo - Audi - BMW - Buick - Cadillac - Chevrolet - Citroen - Chrysler - Dacia - Daihatsu - Dodge - Ferrari - Flat - Ford - GMC - Honda - Hummer - Hyundai 
infiniti - Jeep - Kia - Lancia - Land Rover - Lexus Maserati - Маша - Mercedes-Benz - Mini - Mitsubishi - Nissan - Opel - Peugeot - Porsche 
Henault - Salum · Seat: Skoda ° Smart: Subaru: Suzuki - Toyota - Volkswagen - Volvo: and more! 


For more information, please visit zr 020 3608 1 598 , 
www.WeatherTechEurope.com nie Frey SOQ BOs Saudi fme I эти WTE@weathertech.com 
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Prestige Car Hire 


TopGear MARKET PLACE - 02071505734 








° А prochen!, simple und stylish en! із terer 
vntigphtiy seated and ce ae rear bumper Нәр 
‘Hides ерден screichea and prevents now онға 
thea awelding costiy ілгерет гче раа 
Culck and cary DIT fH using 3M salf-adbeatve Тере 
‘lndividually twilered № тосе іт recy¢l able 
M pina = 4 colour эрли 
‚База lies em айай бәлен МА моде 
Possibly the maa! prwetical ucceazpry lar yaur tar 
New de" added T 


ESSENTIAL BLACK DLC 
E165 
Greylours |5 crafting Iuxurv Ипиччгсез 


uxing Diamond like Carbon coating 
Lechnologsy and Sapphire glass 


Free shi ppiung usc "TOO" 


WWW GREYHOURS.COM 
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www. WOODFORD I RAILERS.com 


эвини Бар тар gane к n prai lat mir аг ia 
Iorfumplon rm ier yeon, making weal! designed обордаБе 
products Мы industrial, Sport ond мй үтүк данк С al competitive prices 


sales@woodfordtrailers.com 


„44 (011227 203384 ~ +44 [017873 ү IC СІЛТЕСЕ ПЕ; 


BUMPER 7ОР PAINT PRO TECTORS 








BOLIN®WEBB 


















The award-winning R1 razor from Bolin Webb 
uas vs noceret collection of дай сети coke, 
Ил pes TR ini (теш un cu | mu is, " «ғ ыға 

қатан Fares |= -ңыттыны (i Its 5% EE r 












в 0 Е i 2 3. 
Enjoy the expenenor 


£45.00 
Hom Harrod 





AAA. онт DCT 


Furniture 


Leather Care 


Loother cieaning X restoration kifs 
for D'Y use or a profesiona 
nationwide tepai samice 





Furniture Clinic 
овда В79 3591 


www.fturnitureclinic.co.uk 
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for lesa than it normally costs to refurbish just one! 


Protect your whens from kerb damage 

Suns 9696 of whee! and tym combinations 
Tyres can be changed with AroyGators in paca 
Sutabia for run lat tyres 
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SANING POWER 
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ALLOYS GATOR" www. alloygator.c com : 


WHEEL PROTECTION 











Megir MeshChrono 
ЕД9 





The Gentlemen's WatchCoa. is hometoan unrivalled collection 


ofunique affordable timepiecesfor men 





The strikingly minimal Mesh Chronofrom Мерг boasts a Slee 
mesh band. precision ztopw at ch ana са епа огу пее гаї t3 5 Clock 
Lio 


ТІЛІ! i 


10% off use "TGOCT* 
WWW.GWCWATCHES.COM 
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tuning specisaltets 


Plug-in Diesel “pgracsa 
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— RIMSAVERS 


20% better ECONOMY! 7 _ ЧР ALLOY WHEEL RIM PROTECTORS 

















Fit yourself in minutes - instantly Improve drivability! 


Ld 


Tha CHIP aT  IMEUILLE E b EL E nEêd 
Phin Шен GP ASRIBPE IL BS ELM ILE 
эаінғуұ heci ecto seeding Wo ls lere with the чені в нинъ) on-board 
шеф аг ES ise pah feted нъ гаиа, ec) шнш! ЕП] for more performance mc 
aay pee. Bell free jour vehicle tne Иін мағна ған” bere 


PERFORMANCE, STYLE & PROTECTION 






0 






| Я BRITAIN 


www.RIMSAVERS.com 







Prestige Car Hire | Track Days & Events 





Visit our website, see your vehicle's 
true potential, order online. 
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E (o) tmsmotorsportuk 


www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk 
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THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES 


OMS CL543 АМО |I 
DMS 1M 

DME 5145 BLA 

DMS 1151 

DMS 997 TURBO 2.6 [E 
DMS 997 TURBO 3-8 РОК 1 


Ч с - 
p 2 


BELOW 15 А SMALL SELECTION OF 
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO 
UPGRADE. WE АНЕ ABLE TO UNLEASH 
PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR 
CYCLINDER MESEL ENGINES UP TO 
V12 SUPERCARS. 


AWD 

AUDI R55 4.0 T VB = ЖНЕНР (DE L MT) 
AUDI R56 VIO. 680« BHF («DE LIMIT) 
AUDI RE VIO = 592«*BHP («DE LMT) | 
AUDI R54 B7/ R8 » 445 ВНР («OE-L'MIT) 
AUDI 53/8503 в 420+ BHP HDE LIMIT) 
AUD 53 / GOLF Е в 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT} 
AUDI OTT (ALL MODELS) = 315+ ВНР 
AUDI ЗП Be TCH PALL MODELS) = 350+ ВНР 
АМС OJAS 4.2 ТГК в 600+ ВНР 


Бъ 
MS Vide 548+ ВНР [205 MPH) 
MSM / MAM © 418+ ВНР 

ТМ № 411 BHP 

М3 ETO/S? » 443 ВНР (DE LM T) 
Е = 402 ВНР 

HS ЗОТ = 520« ВНР 

MS FTO/M& (STAGE 1) в 680 ВНР 

MS FVM (STAGE 2} = 730 ВНР 

FIO 5200 в 280 ВНР 

FIO S300 = 305 ВНР 

ou 3X4 + 370+ BHP (4DE LMT) 
1230 » 252 BHP 
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"ENG NE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER” 
"THERESA REAL НР ТО THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM" 
"IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF АМ SLES AND А PORSCHE GTA 
"THE STANDARD CAR 5 GREAT BUT OMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 
“Тэ ERIC, HILARIOUS АМО ADDICTIVE IN EVERY 


“DELIVERY 5 ALMOST UNCOMPORTABLY FORCEFUL 


THON TEL TIED в 180 ВНР 
JIBCO/ Z2 BEVTTBD » 225 ВНР 

ЗО EFI к 296+ ВНР 

3200 EVO в 215 BHP 

A20U 32002 20/1201 в 275+ ВНР 
АЗУУ ЕЗО 335 а 390 BHP 

‘ey в 205 ШЕР 

53507 335D / X5 SO» 355+ ШЕР 
(00/7350 08350 = 390 BHP 
7300 = 305+ ВНР 

Tere » 370 ВНР 

X5 300 в 305 ВНР 

XA Ж 44 » SOO+ BHP 

ХА MSOD/XSMBODASSOD = 450 ВНР 


MERCEDES-BEN 
APDOCDUCZDUCDVE Е200СГЯ = 175 ВНР 
AJS0CI50 > 260 BHP 

AAS/CL Айб н 420 BHP 

C300 HYBRID в 285 BH? 
AZ20CDUCZ20CDWE РОСГЯ » 215 ВНР 
C35(VCL ЗЫР 350/5350 » 315 ВНР 

E400 /CASD » 420+ ВНР 

a = 400 BHP 

‘AY 55Bi TURBO ALL MODELS = 690+ЕНР 
SOY 4.7 Bi TURBO ALL MODELS = 498+ AHF 
S45 (222) » 780 BHP 

SLES BLACK » 720+ BHP (4 DEL M T) 
SLES AMG = GPO BHP (+DE.LIMN 

‘SS AMG KOMPRESSOR = 580+ ВНР 
C63 AMG 43 = 5JOXEHP HDE LIMIT] 
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DEJ AMG 40Т е CALL POR DETAILS 
5153 AMG 6.4 Ж уза: рев Шр 
RE MAP & LOWER ARC SUSPENS ОМ) 
СЫП Bs-T LO = 580+ BHF 

SLESS AMG = 420+ ВНР [+ DELIMIT) 
TANODA Vó в 278 ВНР 

3S0 СТИ V а 312 ВНР 

420 50 CD) V8 = 358 ВНР 


Ali 2015 RANGE MOVERS AVAILABLE 


Я ROVER $C 50» 580+ BHP 

R ROVER 4.4 SOWA = 395+ ВНР 
RROVER 30 ТСА = 315+ ВНР 

Я ВОМЕЯ 30 507% = 3454 ВНР 
EVOOUVE DISCO SPORT 2 2 DESEL 
» 240+ ВНР 


PORSCHE 
937 TURBC/S 3.8 INC PDK = 611 BHP 
$77 TURBO 34» 625+ BHP 

997 GTA RS » 47+ ВНР 

996 ТИЯЗСИСТ2 = 400+ BHP 

997 CARRERA 5 РОК = 400+ ВНР 
977 CARRERA 5 » 376+ BHP 

977 CARRERA PD » 358 BHP 

997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 

997 GTA UP = 435 BHP 

BOXSTER 3.45 = 336+ ВНР 
CAYMAN 5 = 347 BHP 

МАСАМ 10D » 315 BHP 

CAYENNE GTS = 440 ВНР 


TER 





DESIGNED IN THE UK м 
DEVELOPED АТ QUA) ALES 
Fa | 


ANUABLUAGAING 
TESTING РАСИГПЕВ | м 


GEAR, ТЕТ DOCILE WHEN CRUISING 





CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 в 578+ BRP 
САТЕММЕ TURBO 5 # В в 600+ BHP 
CATENME 4.27 DO ESEL в 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL > 315» ВНР 
РАҢАМЕНА ТИЕВО» 6004+ ВНР 
РАМАМЕНАГУЕЗЕ, = 315+ ВНР 


EXOTIC / MISE 

FERRAR СА РОЕМ А = 487 ВНР 
FERRAR 529 » БАТ ВНР 

РЕЧНАЯ! 430 = $75 BHP 

GALLARDO = 544 ВНР 

LP540 » 608 BHP 

LPAAQ в 707 ВНР 

HURACAN = 404 ВНР 

AVENTADOR в CALL РОЯ DETAILS 
MCLARFM Ғы Ағу в 700 ВНР 

MCLAREN 6505 = 720 ВНР 

MURG ELAUU LPS = ЛОГ ВНР 
МАЗЕКАГ GHIBLI 3.05 PETROL » 470 BHP 
BASERAT СОННА ЗО PETROL в 400 ВНР 
RAS ERAT СН І Т] жїл в 312 BHF 
МАЗЕЯАТ СІУСІРОЯТ в 438 ВНР 
BASERAT GIS ГАК. в 479 ВНР 
BENTLEY AD T VA в 690 ВНР 

BENTLEY COT / F SPUR IRL 2017) = 680+ НЫР 
BENTLEY GT SPEED (AC 2013 ON) = 695 ВНР 
BENTLEY SUPERSPORST в 720+ BHP 


а) ALL OTHER MAKTE арта iE 
PLEASE CALL UE 
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THE SUPERCARS THAT ALMOST MADE IT 


izeta should have made it. It had 
all the ingredients that, 15 years 
С later, would see Pagani succeed, 
but luck was not on its side. It 
came together well enough. 
Claudio Zampolli, an ex-Lamborghini engineer 
who had gone on to run exotic car dealerships on 
America's West Coast, teamed up with music 
producer Giorgio Moroder, known for “| Feel Love". 
They had money and moved in the right circles. 

Marcello Gandini, who had styled the Miura 
and Countach, had his design for the next model 
rejected by Lamborghini's new owners, Chrysler. 
The sketches of what would have been the Diablo 
went to Zampolli, the company used his initials 
as its name (rather unfortunately pronounced 
cheese-eater) and set up shop in Modena. 

So far, so good. Plus Zampolli realised his new 
car couldn't follow the supercar herd. Twelve 
cylinders were not enough, 16... that was the 
future. And run across the car. It might have 
looked like two V8s spliced together either side 
of a central crank casing, but it was a one-block 
casting. By all accounts it ran smoothly and well, 
developing a considerable 540bhp (60bhp more 
than an F40) run through a five-speed manual to 
the rear wheels. The drivetrain was cradled ina 
tubular spaceframe chassis, supported on double- 
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wishbone suspension. It had a 120-litre fuel tank. 
It was well over two metres wide. 

First seen at the LA show in 1989, it was well 
received, and Cizeta had seven orders in the bank 
by the time production started in 1991. But by then 
the signs of ill health were emerging. With 
investment having already topped $2 million, 
Moroder withdrew from the project, taking with 
him the star quality that might have helped the 
VI6T break through on the West Coast. 

And the car, now simply the Cizeta VI6T, 
failed to comply with US safety and emissions, 
so the largest potential market was off limits. 
Zampolli persevered until 1995, then quietly 
pulled the plug. And that was that. But there's 
a postscript: in 2006 the firm re-emerged, 
claiming it'd build one-offs, priced at $649,000. 
Its thought two more were constructed. 


“Zampolli realised his 


car couldn't follow 
the supercar herd" 














Specification 


WHAT YOU NEED 
TO KNOW 


Years active 


1989-1995 (and 2006) 


Number produced 
Nine (or maybe 11) 


Cost new 


Around $400,000 in 1991 


USP 
Transverse V16 engine 


Power claims 
540bhp @ 8000rpm, 
400lb ft (o 6000rpm 


Performance claims 
0—62mph in 4.0secs, 
204mph max 


Reason for failure 
Price, economic recession, 
US regulations 


Chance of resuscitation 


Vanishingly small 
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I've been taking Wellman since Ча А 
my twenties to support my F 
health and hectic lifestyle. 


David Gandy 
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SEAT ATECA 


CREATED IN BARCELONA 


When you change your point of view, routine can be marvellous 


The new SEAT Ateca has arrived. Already named Crossover of the Year 2016, it's filled with technology to make every part of your day marvellous. 
However you've spent the evening, when you return to your car, the Welcome Light will help you to find your way back. You won't miss any invites 
with the Wireless Phone Charging Cradle and stowing that late night shopping also won't be a hassle with the Ateca's Electric Tailgate with Virtual 
Pedal. From £17,990. Visit www.seat.co.uk/ateca to book a test drive. 


FOLLOW US ON. ЕЗ e ж SEAT.CO.UK 
Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Ateca range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 44.8 (6.3) - 60.1 
(4.7); extra-urban 57.6 (4.9) - 68.9 (4.1); combined 53.3 (5.3) - 65.7 (4.3). CO; emissions 135- 113 g/km. 
Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 





